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vers, Fiſh-ponds, Fiſh & Filhir.y. 
To which is added, 
The Laws of Angling : With a new. Table 
of the Part culars in this Book. 


3 "The third Edition much enlarged.” 
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Diſcourſe of Fiſh aka Fiſning, w 


The Epiſtle 
ignorant men.of another belief) that 
Angling is an Art, and you know 
- thac jt better than others; and, 
that this 15 truth, is demonſtrated by 
the fruits of chat pleaſant labour 
which you enjoy when you purpoſe 
to give reſt to your mind, and diveſt 
your ſelf of your more ferious buſt- 
neſs,and {which is often) dedicate a 
day'or two to this Recreation. 

At which time it comm Anglers 
ſhould attend you, and be eye-wit- 
neſſes of the ſucceſs, not of your for- 
tune but your 5ktll,it would doubtleſs 
beget in them an emulation to be 
like you, and that emulation mighc 
beger an induſtrious diligence to be 
ſo: butIknow 1t is not attainable 
by common capacities. And there be 
novy many men of great Wiſdom lear- 
ning and experience, that love and = 

TROP &1 


_ 
O 

as 
I by 


our 
ole] 
veſt 
uſt | 


te a 


Dea? arorye h 
Ctiſe this Art, char oa I (peak 
I therruch. _ 
Sir, chis pleaſant curioſity of Fiſh - 
and Fiſhing, (of which you are fo 
| great a Maſter) . has been chought 
worthy the pens and pradiſes of, divers 
in other Nations, . which have been 
reputed men of preat learning and Wiſ- 
d;m,and amongſtthoſe of this Nari- 
on 1 remember Sir Flenry Watton. (2 
dear lover of this: Art) has told /me 
that his intentions were to write a 


| Diſcoutſe of the 4rt, and inpraiſeiof 
| Angling and doubtleſs he had doneſo 


if death had nor prevented him the 
remembrance of which hach'often 
made me ſorry, forif he had lived to 
do it, then the unlearned Angler had 
ſcen ſomeberter Treatiſe of this Art, 
a Treatiſe worthy his peruſal, which 


| (thovgh ſome have undertaken) I 


A 3 could : 


mT '- The Epi, &c. 
| | could/neveryetke in Engliſh, 


\ But mine may be thought as weak | 
| andas witorthy of common view ; 
and 1do here freely confeſle, that [ 
ſhould rather excuſe my ſelf, than 
cenſure -others, my own Diſeourſe 
being liable to ſo many exceptions ; 
againſt which you (Sir) might make 
this 'ofie, That it can contribute nothing 
1050 Knovledee.' And leſt a longer 
_ Epiſtle may diminiſh your pleaſure, 
| I ſhall not adventure to make this 
Epiffle any longer than to adde this 
following truth, That T am really, 


SIR, 


Your moſt affectionate Friend, 


and moſt humble Servant, 


Iz. W A. 


To all Readers of chis Diſcourſe, but e bect? 
ally co the honelt ef N59 L ER, 


m2RCeQ T7 hink fir to tell thee thefe following 
SHE truths, That 1 did netther undertake, 
OY or Write, nor publiſh, ard much lefſe 
Wax own this Diſcourſe toplegſe my le 
and baving been too eaſily drawn to eaſe others,as 
1 propos'd not the gaining of credit by his! underta- 
IS . king, ſo [ would not wllingly Loft Ce ANY þart of that 
ke” which I had a juſt title before I btyiinit, and 
th erefare deſire and hope, if 1 deſerve vat commen- 
17 | dation, yet 1 =Y obrayn pardon. * 
eAnd though thi wi-wany « may br lyable to 
ſome exceptions, yet IT cant oubt ut tNAat 
©, i Axaders may receive ſo nmech pleaſure of profit by 
is ff *t,as may make it worthy the timBof” thbir peruſal, 
. | if they be not very buſie men, And than altthe 
ls fidence that I can put on concerning the merit of = 
what i here offered to their Confederation and cen- 
= ſure ; and if the laſt prove too ſevere, T have all. 
© berty, and am reſolo'd toneglett tt, . © 
| And 1 wiſhthe Reader alſo to tak? notice, that 
] in w18:1ng of it I have made my ſelf a rectextion of 
> Þ arecreation; and that might prove [o to kim, 
| aud not read dull and tedioully, I have tt ſeveral 
places mixt (not any ſturrility, but) ſome innocent, 
harm's mirth; of which if thon be a ſevere ſowye. 
complexion'd man, then I here diſallow thee to be a 
x competent judge ; for Diviaes ſay, There ate of- 
[ences given,and off:nces not given hur taken, - 
i 4 And 


Oo ter e ' ea - er, 
| And I amthe willinger to juſtifie the pleaſant 
part of it, becauſe, though it ts known I can be ſeri- 


b 
/ 
0 at ſeaſonable times, yet the whole Diſcourſe is, he 
or rather was, a pillure of my own diſpoſition, efpe-} 
cially in ſuch dayes and times as I have laid aſide Et 
buſine[s,and gone a ſifuing with honeſt Nat. and R. 

C 

| 


Roe ; but they are gone, and with them moſt of my 
Peaſe hours, even as a ſbadew that paſſeth away, 
 anareturnes not, | 
And next let me adde this, that he that likes not 
the book, ſhould [the the excellent pifture of the 
trout,and ſome of the other fiſh;which I may take a 
liberty to commen d,becauſe they concern not my ſelf. 
Next let me tell the Reader, that in that which 
is the more uſeful part of this Diſcourſe, that rs to 
ſay,the obſervations of the nature, and breeding, 
and ſeaſons,and catching of fiſh, am rot ſo ſimple 
As not te know, but that a Captions Reader may find 
exceptions againſt ſomething ſaid of ſome of theſe ; 
and therefore I muff intreat him to conſider, that 
experience teaches us to know, that ſeveral Coun- 
gras alter the time, and I think almoſt the marner 
of fiſhes breeding,but doubtleſs of their being in ſea- | 
for; as may appear by three Rivers in Munitnorh- |. 
ſhire,amely Severn, Wie and Usk, where Camb- 
den (Brit,f.63 3.) obſerves, that in the rrwwer Wye 
Salmon are in ſeaſon from Sept. to April, and we 
art certain,that in Thames 4d Trent,and 1n moſt 


|  gther rivers they be in ſeaſon thr 6, hotter monethe, 

| Now for the Art of catching fiſh, that t: ro. ſay, 

| | how to makes 4 man that was none, to be an Angler 
| , | : by 


——— — 
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by a brok,; he that undertakes 1t ſhall indertaks s 
barder tack, than Mr. Hales (a moſt valiant and 
excellent Fencer) whom a printed book called A 
private School of Defence,vxderrook by it to teach 
that art or ſcience, and was laugh'd at for his Laboy, 
Not but that maviy uſeful things u_ be learnt by 
that book, but he was laugh/d at, becauſe that art 
was wot to be taught by words, but prattice : and fo 
muſt Angling. And in this Diſcourſe I do wot un- 
dertake tc ſay all that 18 &xown,or may be ſaid of it, 
but [ undertake to acquaint the Reader with man 
things that are not uſually known to every Angler; 
and | ſhall leave gleanings and obſervations enough 
to be made out of the experience of all that love and 
praftiſe this recreutior, to-which 1 ſhall encourage 
them, For Angling may ve ſaid to be ſolike theMa- 
thematicks,that it can ne're be fully learnt, at leaſt 
not ſo fully,bur that there wil ſtil be more new expe... 
ments left for the ur1al of other men that ſucceed ms. 
But I thizh all that love this game may here - 


| learn ſomething that may 6+ worth their money, if 


they be not pror and needy men; and 1n caſe they be, 
I then wiſh them to forbear to buy ut ;, for I write 


E rot to get mone),but for pleaſare,and this Diſcourſe 


booſts of no-more.; for I hate to promiſe much, and 
decerve the Reader. 

eArd however it proves to him, yet Tam ſureT 
have found a high content in the: ſearch and confes 
rence of what is here offer*d to his view and cen. 
ſare *[ wiſh him as much in the peruſal of tt, aud 
ſo I might here taks my leave, but will ſtay a little 


MG 


eBgi 4 E107 
» 


and tell him, that whereas it is ſaid by many, thu 


his ewelve ſeveral flies for the rmelve montths « 

the year ; 1 ſay he that follows that rule, ſhall be at 
| fſurerocatch fiſh, and be as wiſe as he that make 
Hay by the fair dajes in an Almanach, and no ſu. 
yer ; for thoſe very flyes that uſe ts appear abou 


an flje-fiſhing for 4 Trout the Angler muſt obſer} + 


and on the water iu one monoth of the year, may the, 


following year come almoſt « maneth ſooner or later, 
as the ſame year proves colder or. hotter ; and yet in 
the following Diſcourſe I have ſes down the twelwe 
flyes that arc in reputation with many Anglers, and 
they may ſerve to give hins ſouee light. concerning 
them, And he may note that thre i in Wales and 
other (, ountries, peenliar ſlyes, proper to the parti- 


ocular plate or Country ; aud doubtleſs unleſs a mas, 
redkes 4 flye to comerfeit that very flye in that | 


place,he is likg to loſe his labour ,or much of it * But 
for the generality three or four flies veat and right- 
' dy puade, and not too br g, ſerve for a Trout in moſt 


"#;vers all cheSunemer. And for Winter flie-fiſhing 
it #4 a1 uſeful as an Almanack out of date. And of | 


theſe(becauſe as no man us born an artiſt, ſo no ms 11 11] 


bayn a1 augler)l thourht fit to give thee this natice, 

Wnen { bave told. the Reader that in this third 
Impreſſion there are many eulargements, gathered 
both by my own obſer vation, and the communcati- 
en of friends, I ſhall ſlay hum no longer then to w [þ 
him a rainy eyening to read this following Dit- 
courſe: and that (if he be an honeſt A »aler)the Eaſt 
wind may never blow when he go2s a A Zo 
5 Pu, 


thu "25:7 
er of To my dear Brother-in-law Mr.1z, Wal- 
q con, vpon his Complete Angler. . 


Raſmus in his learned Colloquies, 
Has mixt ſome toyes, that by varieties 
e mighr.cnrice all Readers: for in him 
ach child may. wade, br talleſt giant ſwim. 
And ſuch is this Diſcourſe 2 thert's none ſo low, 
Or highly tearn'd;3& whom hence may not flow 
leaſure and information; beth wich are 
aught us with ſo gqwch arts thac I mighr ſweat 
Safely, the choiceſt Cririck cannot tell, 
hether y our macchleſs judgmenc moſt excell 
In Angling or its praiſe : where commendation 
icſt charms, then makes an ar! a recreation. 
"Twas ſo ro me ;' who ſaw che' chearful Spring 
ZP:i&ur'd in every meadow, heard birds fing 
þ WSonnets in every grove, ſaw fiſhes play 

# 'Y1n the cool cryſtal ſtreams, like lambs in May: 
But © And they may play, till Anglers.read this book ; 
ht-©f Bur after,*cis a wiſe fiſh [capes a hook, 
2ſt Fo. FloudsMr. of Axts, 


. 
”, » 
4 4 F WS T9 EP WY —_— 
In 


of [To the Reader of the 
_ : \ Complete Aneler, 


Irſt mark the Title well ; my Friend thar gave it 
red Has made it good ; this bosk deſerves to have ir, 
ti- © For he that views it with judicious looks, L2 
'{ Shall find ir full of arr, baits, lin:y and hooks. CO 
a The world the river is 3 both you and I, 

F And all mankind arceither fiſh or fry : 
at & Ifwe pretend to reaſon, firſt or laſh 
His baits will remprt us, and his hocks hold fot, 


Plegs 


Pleaſure or profir, either proſe or rhimc, 

IF not at firſt, will doubcleſs rake's in crime. 
_ Hereſits in ſcerer bleſt Theology, 
Waited upon by grave Phyloſophy, 

Both natural and moral ; Hiſtory | 
Deck'd and adorn'd with flowers of Portyy; 
The matter andexpreflion ſtriving which 
Shall moſt ex cell in worth, yer nor ſeem rich : 
There is no danger in his baits, chat Hooþ 
Wi11 prove the ſafeſt; rhat is ſureſt took; 

Nor are we c1ught afone, bur (which'is beſt) 
We ſhall be wholſom, and be:roothſom dreſt + 
Dreſt to be fed, not robe fed upon ; + 
And dangp:r of a ſurfeirt + ere is none. 

The ſolid food of ſerious Contemplation 

Is ſauc'd here with ſuch harmleſs gecrearion, 
That an #agenuorus and y:ligious mind 
Cannor inquire for more than it may find 
Ready at once'/prepar'd, either rexcite 

Or ſatisfie a curious apperice. 

More praiſc is due'z for *cis both poſitive 
And truth, which once was jinterroparive, 
And utter'd, by the Port then in jeſt, 


. 'Et piſcatFem piſcu amarepoteſt, 


C. H. Mr. of Arts, - | 


——_— —_— 
———— 


To my dear Friend, Mr, 1z, Walton, iz 
praiſe of Angling, which we bth love. 


Adorn'd and perfum'd with rhe pride ' 
Flora*'s Wardrobe, where the ſhrill 
Aerial Quire expreſs rheir skill, 
Firſt in alternars melody, 
And thenin Chorug alt agree. 


D: wn by chis ſmooth ſtreams wandring ſide, 
O 


Whilſt 


- 


et ene 


hilſt the charm'd fiſh, as extafi'd 
ith ſounds, ro his own throat deny*d, 
Scorns his dull Element, and iprings 


Iv air, as i his Fins were wings. 


>Tis here thar pleaſures ſweer and high 
Proftrare to our embraces lye. 
Such asro Body, Sou: or Fame 

reate no ſickneſs, fin or ſhame. 
Roſes not fenc'd with pricks grow here, 
No ſting to th* Hony-bag is near. 
Bur (what's perhaps their prejudice) 
They difficulty want and price. 
An obyious Rod, a twiſt of hayr, 


U W:ch hook hid in an inſeR, are 


Enpines of ſport, would fit the with 
O*th' Epicure, and fill his diſh. 
In this clear ſtream let tall a Grub, 


Z And ſtraight rake up a Dace or Chub. 


Prh* mud your worm provokes & Srig, 
Which being faſt, if it prov: big, 


The Gotham (olly will be found 


es, 


Diſcreet, e're ta*ne ſhe muſt be drown'd. 


# Thc Tench \ pp ang of the Brook) 


In yon dead hole expeRs your hook, 


EZ Which having firſt your paſt.me buen, 


Serves then for meat or medicine, 
Ambulſh*c behind that root doth ſtay 


f AP.hy, to catch and be a prey. 


The trecherous Quill in thi» ſlow ſtream 

Berrayes the hunger of a Bream. 

And at that nimbler | ord, (no doubt) 

Your falſe flye chears a ſpeckled Trout. 
When you theſe creatures wiſely chuſe 


EZ To pra&iſe on, which to your u'c 


It 


Owe their creation, and when 
Fiſh fromyour arcs do reſcue men, 
To plor, de{ude and circumvent, 

Eaſnarc and ſpoil, is innocent, 


P 28 


Here by rheſe cryſtal ſtreams you may 
Preſerve a Conſcience clear as they. 
And when by ſullen rhoughts you fad 
Your baraſſed, nor bufied, mind 
In ſable melanchely clad, 

Diſtemper'd , ſerious, turning ſad; 

Hence ferch your cure, caſt in your bait, 
All anxious thoughts and cares will ftcaighr 
Fly with ſuch ſpced, they'l ſeem to be 
Poffeft with the Hydropbobie. 

The waters calmneſs in your breſt, 
And ſmoothneſs in your brow ſhall reft. 

Away with ſports of charge and noiſc, 
Sweerter are cheap and ſilent joyes, 
Such as Afteons game purſue, 

Their fate oft makes che Tale ſcem true. 
The fick or ſullen Hawk to day 

Flyes not ; to morrow, quite away, 
Patience and Purſe co Cards and Dice 
Too oft are made a ſactifice : 

The Daughters dowre, th'inherirance 

O*rh*? ſon, depend on one mad chance, 
The harms and miſchiefs which th*abuſc 
Of wine doth every day produce, 

Make good the Dorine of the Turks, 
Thar in cach grape a devil lurks, 

And by yon fading ſapleſs tree, # | 
*Bour which the 1vy: ewin'd you ſee, 
His fate's forerold, who fondly places 
His bliſs in womans ſoft embraces. 

All pleaſures, bur the Anglers, dcing 

I'rh' rail repentance like a ſting. 

Then on theſe banks ler ms fic down, 
Frec from the roilſom Sword and Gown, 
And pity choſe that do affe& 

To conquer Nacri ons, and prorcRt. 

My Reed affords ſuch crug content, 
Delights ſo ſweet and innocent, 


18 ſeldom fall unto the lor 
Sceprers, though they'r juſtly gor. 


Tho.weaver, Mr, of Arrts.: 


o the Readers of my moſt ingenuous Friends 
| Z3ook, The Complete Angler. 


that both knew and writ the Lives of men, 
Such as were once, bur muſt nor be agen: 
Witneſs his matchleſs Donne and 7otton, by 
Whoſe 2yd he could their ſpeculations ry? 
that convery'd with Angels, ſuch as were - 
= 0uldfworth and Fe-tly, each a ſhining ſtar 
Shewing the way to Bethlem ; each a Saint ; 
Compar'd ro whom our Zealots now bur paint : 
? that our pious and learn'd Marley knew, 
And from him ſuck'd wit and devotion roo ; 
 thar from theſe ſuch excellencies ferch'd, 


& Thar He could tel} how high and far they reach'd; - 


What learning this, what graces thtother had; 
And in what ſev*ral dreſs each ſoul was clad's 


ader, this HE, this Fiſherman comes forrh, 
Ind in theſe Fiſhers weeds would fhroud his worth. 
ow his mute Harp is on a Willow bung, 
ith which, when finely rouchr, and ficly fliung, 
e could friends paſſin for theſe times allay ; 
rchain his fellow- Axglers from their prey, 
t now the muſick of his pen is ſtill, 
d he fits by a brook watching a quill ; 
here with a fixt eye and a ready hand, 
ce ſtudies firſt to hook, and then to land 
dme Trout, or Peaycb, or Pike ; and having done, 
Its on a bank, and'telfs how this was won, 
nd that eſcap'd his hook ; which with a wile 
id eat the bit, and Fiſherman beguile. 


6 joyes to think che waters are bis own ; 


nus whilft ſome vex they from their lands are thrown, 


F 
| 
| 
l 
'+ 
| 


And, like the Dutch, he g!2diy can agre2 


To live ar peace nov, and have f6/hing free. 
April 3.1650. E1v.Pywe', Mr,of Arts 


—. 


To my dear Brother, Mr..1z, Walton, 
on his Complete Angler. 


His Book is ſo like you, and you like ir 
For harmleſs Mirth, Expreſſion, Art and Wir, 
Thar I proreſt ingenuouſ]y *cis rrue, 


I love this Mirth, Arr, Wit, the Book and You. 
Rob. Floud, C, 


—k 


— 


Chariſſimo amiciſſimnq; Fratri, Domin» 1/aico walton, 
Artis Piſcaroriz peritiflimo, K 


Nicas eft Medicus reliquorum piſcu, & iflis 
Fas quibus eſt Med ic um tangere, certa ſalus. 
Hic typus eft Salvatoris mirandus leſu, 
b Litera myſterium quelibet hujus habet. Tow 
Hyunc cupio, bunc capias (bone frater Arundin) iybuy ; 
Solweret bis pro medebita, tcg, Deo. 
Piki is eft, && piſcator, (mihi credito) qualem 
Vl piſcatorem piſcis amarevellt; 
q Mar. 17 27. the | b 'Iy0os Piſcs, 
laſt words of che ge ſe 
” ES I Inons Jeſus, 
-— agg v Kerros Chriſt us, 
| 3 @47 Det. 
v *Yios Filings, 
8 Fowl Salvator, 


Henry Bagley, Artium Magiſter. 


(HR NNN) 


: THE 
» FCOMPLETE ANGLER, 
| OR, = 
The Contemplative Man's 
Recreation. 
LC, yy 
Bi ' "C=MS #. 3; 


A Conference betwixt auAagler,« Falkner, 
8nd a Hunter, each commendin 
his Recreatios, 


T PisCATOR; 
| ' LVENATOR, 
AUCEPS; 


way = take you, hoping your 
puſineſs may occaſion you towards Ware this 
ne freſh May morning... OP, 0s 
x | B Vonati 


T's ve Complete Angler. 
Venat. Sir, I for my part ſhall almoſt an- 
ſwer your hopes, for my purpoſe is to drink 
my mornings draught at the Thatch: Houſe in 
Hodſaen, and T think not to reſt till I come thi- 
ther, where I haye appointed a friend or two 
ro meet me : butfor this Gentleman that you 
 ſeewith me, I know nothow far he intends his 
journey; he came fo lately into my company, 
that I baye ſcatce had time to ask bim the 
queſtion, | 
Axceps. Sir, I ſhall by your fayour bear you 
company as far as Thebalas, and there leave you, 
for then I turn up to a friends houſe who 
mews a Hawk for me, whichTI now long to 
lee: |: | 
Venat. Sir, weart all ſo happy as to hbayea 
fine, freſh, cool morning, and I hope we ſhall 
each be the happier in the others company. 
And Gentlemen, that I may notloſe yours, I 
ſhall either abate or amend my pace to enjoy 
* it 3 knowing that (as the Italians ſay) Good 
company makes the way to ſeem the ſhorter. 
Auceps. It may do ſo Sir, with the help off 
ood difcourſe, which methinks we” may pro- 
miſe from you that both look and ſpeak {of 
cheerfully : and for my part1promile you, as 
an invitation to it, that 1 will be as free and o0- 
' pen hearred, as diferetion will allow me to be 
[1 with ftranpetrs. 
Wh Yen, AndSir, Ipromile the like, 


Piſe 


The Complete angler. 3. 
Pic. TIamright glad to hear your anſwers, 
and in confidence you {peak the truth, 1 ſhall 
put on a boldnefle to ask you Sir, Whether bu- 
tineflc or pleaſure cauted youto beto early up, 
and walk 1o faſt, for this other Gentleman hath 
declared he is going ro {ee a Hawk,that a friend 
mewecs for him. 

Yen, Sir minc is a mixture of both, a little 
buſinefſe and more plealure, forT intend this 
day to do all my buſinefle,and then beſtow ano- 
ther day or two in hunting the Otter, which a 
friend thatT go to mcer, tells me, 1s much plea- 
fanter then any other chaſe whatſoever ; how- 
ſoever T mean to try it 3 for to morrow mor-. 
ning we ſhall mceta pack of Otter dogs of 30- 
ble e Mr. Sadlers upon Amwell hill, who will 
be there 1o early, that they intend to preyent 
the Sun-riſing. | 

Piſc. Sir, my fortunc has anfwered my de- 
hres, and my purpote is to beftow aday or 
two inhelping to deſtroy fame of thole villan- 
ous vermin, for ] hate them perfe&ly, becauſe 
they love fiſh ſo well, or rather, becaude they 
cſtroy {o much ; indeed4o much, that tn-my 
po all men that keep Orter-dogs ought to 

aye penſions from the King to incourage them 
to deſtroy the very breed of thole baſc Ormers, 
they do ſo much miſchief, 

Ven. But what fay you to the Foxes of the 
Nation, would not ycu as willingly baye them 
B2 &= 
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|. deftroyed ? for doubtlefle they do as much. miſ- 


chiefe as Orters do. 

Piſc. Oh Sir if they do, it is not ſo much to 
me and my Fraternity as thoſe baſe Vermine 
theOtters do. 

Auc. Why, Sir, I pray, of what Fraternity 
are you, that you are 1{o angry with the poor 
Ortters ?e 

Piſc. Tam (Sir) abrother of the Angle, and 
therefore an Enemy to the Otter : for you are 
to note, that we Anglers all loye one another, 
and therefore do I hate the Otrer both for my 
own and for their ſakes who are of my brother- 
hood. 

Yen. AndI ama loyer of Hounds, I baye fol-} 


lowed many a pack of _ many a mile, and 


heard many merry men ma 
Anglers. 

Auc. AndI profeſſe my ſelf a Falkner, and 
haye heard many grave ſerious men pity them, | 
*tis ſuch a heavy, contemptible, dull recrea- 
tion. 

Piſc. You know Gentlemen , *tis an eaſe 
thing to ſcoffat any Art or Recreation ; a little 
wit mixt with ill nature, confidence and malice 
will do it ; but though they often venture bold- 
ly,yer they are often caught eyen in their owne 
trap, according to that of Lycian, the father of 
the family of Scoffers, 


e ſport and ſcoff at 


Lucian 
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Lucian well sklt'd in ſcoffing, this hath writ, 
Friend, that*s your folly which you think your wit : 
This you went oft, void both of wit and fear, 
Meaning another, when your ſelf you jeere. 


oor BY If to this you add what Solowen ayes of 
Scoffers, That they are an abomination to man- 
and Bf þ;vd. Lethim that thinks fit be a Scoffer {till, 
are F1 account them enemics to me, and to all that 
er, love vertze and Angling. 
wy And for you that have heard many grave ſe- 
er- Frious men pity Anglers 3 let metell you Sir, 
there be many men that are by others taken to 
Y be ſcrious grave men, which we contemn and 
pity, Men that aretaken to be grave,becaule 
aturehath made them of a ſowre complexion, 
noney-getting-men, men that ſpend all their 
Ftime firſt in getting, and next in anxious care 
to keep it ; men that are condemned to be rich, 
and then always buſie or diſcontented: for theſe 
oor-rich-men, we Anglers pity them perfect- 


alle y, and ſtand in no need to borrow their 
rrle noughts to think our ſelyes happy. No, no, 
et; Sir, we enjoy a contentedneſle aboye the reach 
)1”d- 


ff ſuch diſpoſitions, and as the learned and in- 
penuous * Mountapne {ayes like him-: :« , pol fr 
elf freely, [ *When my CarandTI *** oy 

entertain each other with mutual apiſh tricks 
(as playing with a garter) who knowes but 
B « that. 
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© that I make my Cat more ſport then ſhe make th 
* me ? ſhall I conclude her to be ſimple, that C 
© has her time to begin or refuſe ſportiveneſle as Ml * 
* freely as I my lelt have * Nay, who knowes pl 
*bur that it is a defc& of my not underſtanding fe 
© her language(for doubtleſſe Cats talk and rea. W i 
* ſon with one another)that we agree no better ; 
* and who knows but that ſhe pitties me for be-I { 
© ing no wiſer, and laughs _ cenſures my fol. *: 
© lie for making ſport for her when we play to- 
© octher, le 

Thus freely ſpeaks «Monntagne concerning be 
Cats, and I hope I may takeas great a liberty 2 
ro blame any man,and laugh at him too let him f. 

be never ſo ſerious, that hath not heard what 
Anglers can fay in the juſtification of their Art th 
and Recreation, which I may again tell you is} V 
ſo full of pleaſure, that we need not borrow al 
their thoughts to think our ſelves happy. Pr 

Ven. Sir, you haye almoſt amazed me, for lat 
though T am no ſcoffer,yet I have(I pray let me th 
ſpeak it without offence) alwaycs looked up-| 
on Anglers as more patient and more ſ1mple# I: 
men, then I fear] fall find you to be. 

P:ſc. Sir, I hope you will not judge my ear- 
neſtneſs to be impatience : and for my ſmplici- 
23, if by that you mean a harmleſneſs, or that 
{1mplicity which was uſually found in the prt 
mitive Chriſtians, who were (as moſt Anglers 

are) quiet men, and followers of peace 3 men 
| | th 


at 


that were ſo ſimply-wiſe, as not to ſell their 
Conſciences to buy riches, and with them ye- 
xation anda fear to dye. If you mean ſuch fim. 
ple men as lived in thoſe times when there were 
fewer Lawyers 3 when men might have had a 
Lordſhip ſafely conveyed to them in a piece of 
Parchment no bigper than your hand, (though' 
ſeyeral ſheets will nor do it {afely in this witer 
ape) I ſay, Sir, if you take us Anglers to be 
ſuch ſimple menas 1 have ſpoke of, then my 
ſelfand thoſe of my Profeſſion will be glad to 
be ſo underſtood : But if by ſimplicity you 
meant to expreſs a general detect in thoſe thar 
pn and pra&ile the excellent art of Ang- 
ing, Thope in time to diſabuſe yeu,and —_ 
the contrary appear ſo evidently, that if you 
wil bur have patience to hear me,I ſhall remoye 
al! the Anticipations that diſcourſe, or time, or 
prejudice have poſleſs'd you with againſt that 
laudable and ancient art ; for I know it is wor- - 


| thy the kyowledge and prattice of a wile man. 


But (Gentlemen) though I be able to do this, 


# Iam not ſounmannerly as to ingroſs all the diſ- 
| courſe to my ſeſf; and therefore you two ha- 


ving declared your ſelyes, the one to be a lover 


of Hawks, the other of Hownds, I ſhall be moſt 
glad to hear what you can fay in the commen- 
dation of that Recreation which you loye and 


praiſe ; and having heard what you can fay, 


I ſhall be glad to exerciſe your attention with |, 
. | B 4. what - 


{|| 
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| what Ican ſay concerning my own Rectreati- 


on, and by this means we ſhall make the way 
to ſeem the ſhorter : andif you like my moti. 
on, I would have Mr. Falkney to begin, 

Auc. Your motion is conſented to with all 
my heart, and to teſtifie it I will begin as you 
have deſired me. 

And firſt, for the Element that I uſe to trade 
in, which is the 4ir, an Element of more worth 
than weight, an Element that doubtleſs exceed; 
both the'Earth and Water ; for though I ſome- 
times deal in both, yet the air is nol roperly 
mine, Iand my Hawks uſe that we 7 and it 
yields us moſt recreation ; it ſtops nor the high 
ſoaring of my noble generous Falcon, in it ſhe 
aſcends to ſuch an height, as the dull eyes of 

beaſts and fiſh are not able to reach to ; their} 
bodies are too groſs for ſuch high elevations : 
in the air my troops of Hawks ſoar up on high, 
and when they are loſt in the ſight of men, then 
they attend upon and converſe with the gods, 
therefore I think my Ezple is ſo juſtly ſtyled, 
foves faithful ſervant in Ordinary : and thar very 
Falcon, that I am now going to ſee, deſeryes no 
meanet a title, for ſhe uſually in her flight en- 
dangers her ſelf, (like the ſon of Dedalu-) to 
have her wings {corch'd by the Suns heat, but 
her mettle makes her careleſs of danger, for ſhe N 
then heeds nothing, but makes her nimble Pi- 
nions cut the fluid air, and fo makes her high 

way 


CC———_ 


ti-Way over the —_— mountains and deepeſt ri- 
ayWers, and in her glorious carere looks with con- 
ti-Wmpr upon thoſe high Steeples and magniti- 


>nt Palaces which we adore and wonder at ; 
om which height I can make herto deſcend 
ya word from my month (which ſhe both 
nows and obeyes) toaccept of meat from my 
and, to own me for her maſter, to go home 
ith me, and be willing the next day to afford 
nc the like recreation. / 

And more, this Element of air whigh I pro- 


C- 
lyWels to trade in, the worth of itis-fuch, and it 


s of fuch neceſſity, that no creature whatſoe- 
er, not onely thoſe numerous creatures that 


aeFced on the face of the carth, but rhoſe yarious 
of reatures that have their dwelling within the 


raters, every creature that hath life in its No- 
rils ſtands in need of my Elemenr, 'The wa- 
ers cannot preſerve the fiſh withoutair, wit- 
eſs the not-breaking of Ice in an extreme 
Froſt ; the reaſon is, for that if the inſpiring 
and expiring .Organ of any animal be ſtopr, it 


ceflary 1s air to the exiſtence both of fiſh and 
beaſts, nay, even to man himſelf; that air or 
breath of life with which God at firſt inſpired 
t Mankind, he, if he wants it, dics preſently, be- 
g comes a ſad object to all that loyed and be- 

held him, and in an inſtant turns to putrefa&i- 
On, | | 


Na 


Cy 


duddenly yields to Nature,and dies. Thus ne- 
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- the air, that warble forth their curious Dittie 
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Nay more, the very birds of the air, (thi 
that be not Hawks) are both fo many andW-ac 
uſeful and pleaſant to mankind, thatTI muſt n 
let them paſs withour ſome obſeryationg 
They both feed and refreſh him ; feed him wi 
their choice bodies, and refreſh him with the 

heavenly voices. I will not undertake to me 
tion the ſeveral kinds of Fowle by which this 
done ; and his curious palate pleaſed by da 
and which with their very excrements affo 
him a ſoft lodging at night. Theſe I will pal 
by, but not x2 e little nimble Muſicians « 


with which Nature hath furniſhed them to tt 
ſhame of Art. £ 
. As firſt the Lark , when ſhe means to rejoyce# 
to cheer her ſelf and thoſe that hear her,ſhe then 
quits the earth, and {ings as ſhe aſcends highe 
into the air, and having ended her heaven! 
imploiment, grows then mute and fad to thinl 
ſhe muſt deſcend to the dull earth, which ſta 
would not touch but for neceſfity. © cc 

How doth the Black-birdand Thraſſel with ty 
their melodious voices bid welcome to the| 
cheerful Spring , and in their fixed Moneths 
warble forth {ſuch ditties as no art or inſtru- 
ment can reach to ? 

Nay, the ſmaller birds alſo. do the like in 
their particular ſeaſons, as namely the Leve- 
rock , the Tit»lark,, the little Liner, and the -— 

| n 


te > © .&S BM 


ſt Robin, that loves man-kind both alive. and 
1d, | : 
But the Nightingale (another of my Airy 
reatures,,) breaths ſuch {weet lowd mufick 
'Wut of her little inftrumentall throat, that ir 
ight make mankind ro think Miracles are not 
caſed, He thatar midnight, (when the very 
borer ſleeps fccurcly ) ſhould hear ( as T have 
ery often) the clear aires, the ſweet deſcants, 
he naturall rifing and falling, the doubling and 
Wcdoubling of her voice,might well be lifted a- 
ove earth, and ſay, Lord, what Muſick haſt 
MWhou provided for the Saints in Heaven , 
hen thon affordeſt men ſuch mufick on 
Frarth ! 

3% And this makes me the lefie to wonder at the 
nanny Aviaries in /taly, or at the great charge 
THof Varro his Aviarie, the ruines of which are | 
yet to be ſeen in Rome, and is ſtill 19 famous 

W there, that it is reckoned for one of thoſe No- * 
19 tables which men of forrain nations either re- 
| cord or lay up in their memories when they re- 
ul turn from trayell. | 
BY This for the birds of pleaſure, of which very 
much more might be ſaid, My next ſhall be 
of Birds of Politicall uſe ; I think *tis not to be 
& doubted that Swallowes haye been taught to 
| carry Letters betwixt two Armies. But-'tis 
certain that when the Turks beſteged Matta or 
Rodes (Tnow remember not which *twas) Pi. 
| TeOBsS 
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Nay more, the very birds of the air, (the 
that be not Hawks) are both fo many and 
uſeful and pleaſant to mankind, thatT muſt n 
let them paſs withour ſome obſeryation 
They both feed and refreſh him ; feed him wit 
their choice bodies, and refreſh him with the 
heavenly voices. I will not undertake to me! 
tion the ſeveral kinds of Fowle by which this 
done ; and his curious palate pleaſed by da 
and which with their very excrements affo 
him a ſoft lodging at night. Theſe I will pal 
by, but not ole little nimble Muſicians « 

- the air, that warble forth their curious Dittie 
with which Nature hath furniſhed them to tt 
ſhame of Art. 

As firſt the Lark , when ſhe means to rejoyces 
to cheer her {elf and thoſe that hear her,ſhe ther 
quits the earth, and {ings as ſhe aſcends highe 
into the air, and having ended her heaven| 
imploiment, grows then mute and fad to thinks 
ſhe muſt deſcend to the dull earth, which 
would not touch but for neceſſity. 

How doth the Black-birdand Thrafſel with 
their melodious voices bid welcome to rhe 
cheerful Spring , and in their fixed Moneth: 
warble forth ſuch ditties as no art or inſtru- 
ment can reach to ? 


Nay, the ſmaller birds alſo. do the like inf c 


their particular ſeaſons, as namely rhe Leve- 


70Ck., the Titelark,, the little Liner, and the by 
| n 


thoWG-ſt Robin, rhat loyes man-kind both alive. and 
nd -14. | | 
tn But the Nightingale (another of my Airy 
nsFFrceatures,) breaths ſuch {weet lowd mufick 
wifWurt of her little inſtrumentall throat, that ir 
the ight make mankind ro think Miracles are not 
neaFcaled, He thatat midnight, (when the very 
1sWaborer ſleeps ſecurcly ) ſhould hear ( as I have 
laery often) the clear aires, the ſweet deſcants, 
forthe naturall riſing and falling, the doubling and 
paWcdoubling of her voice, might well be lifted a- 
> Wove earth, and ſay, Lord, what Muſick baſt 
Whou provided for the Saints in Heayen, 
vhen thou affordeſt mien ſuch mufſick on 
Frarth |! 

3 And this makes me the lefie to wonder at the 
Wnany Aviaries in 1taly, or at the. great charge 
MFof Varro his Aviarie, the ruines of which. are 


uFyer to be ſeen in Rome, and is ſtill fo famous * | 


nEthere, that it is reckoned for one of thoſe No- 

= tables which men of forrain nations either re- 
cord or lay up in their memories when they re- 
turn from trayell. 

This for the birds of pleaſure, of which very 
much more might be ſaid, My next ſhall be 
of Birds of Politicall uſe ; I think 'tis not to be 
doubted that Swallowes haye been taught to 


nl carry Letters betwixt two Armies. But *tis 
«I certain that when the Turks beſieged Malta or 
- Rodes (I now remember not which *twas) Pi. 


veons 
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geons are then related to carry and recarr 
ters. AndMr. G. Sands in his Travells (fa 
269. ) relates itto be done berwixt Aleppo ani 
[8 Babylouw. But if that be disbelieved, 'tis not ty 
| '' bedoubted thatthe Dove was ſent by NealſWre t 
to give him notice -of Land, when to him all 
appeared to be Sea, and the Dove proved 
faithfull meſfenger. And for the Sacrifices offher: 
; the Law,a pair of Tzrtle Doves or young Pigeon 
'' wereas well accepted as coſtly Bulls and Rams. 
'' And when God would feed the Prophet Eljah, 
ff (= Kg. 17.)after a kind of miraculous manner 
| Heediditby Ravens, who brought him meat 
morning andeyening. Laſtly,the Holy Ghoſt 
when he deſcended viſibly upon our Saviour, 
if! diditby aſſuming the ſhapeof a Dove. And 
18 to ts this part of my Diſcourſe, pray re- 
k member theſe wonders were done by birds cf 
|] the aire, the Element in which they andI take 
| Þ ſo much pleaſure. 
1 There is alſo a little contemptible winged 
Creature (an Inhabitant of my Aerial Element) 
namely the laborious Bee, of whoſe Prudence, 
Policy and regular Government of their own 
Commonwealth I mightſay much, as alſo of 
their ſcyeral kinds,and how uſefull their honey | 
and wax is both for meat and Medicines to | 
mankind ; but I will leaye them to their ſweet | 
labor, withour the leaſt diſturbance, belicving | 
them to be all yery buſte amongſt the herbs and 
' flowers 


V4 


| 
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Mowers that we ſee nature puts forth this eMay 
aWorning. | 
nY And now to return to my hawks from 
;hom Ihave made too long a Digreſfion ; you 
re to note, that they are uſually diſtinguiſhed 
to two kinds ; namely the long-winged and 
he ſhort-winged Hawk : of the firſt kind, 
here be chiefly in uſe amongſt us in this Na- 
lon, 
The Gerfalcon and Ferhkzn. 
8 The Falcon and Taſſel-gentel, 
[8 The Laner and Lanerer. | 
1M The Bockerel and Bockeret. 
1B The Saker and Sacarer. 
ME Thee Marlnand ack Marin. 
18 The Hoby and ack, 
. Thereis the Stelletts of Spazn. 
The Bloxd red Rook from Tarky. 
| The Waskze from Virginia. » 
And there is of ſhort win ged Hawks, 
| The Eagle and Tron. 
BE The Goſhawk and Tarcel. 
E& The Sparhawkand HMusket. 
[The French Pye of two ſorts. | 
| Theſe are reckoned Hawks of note - | 
Band worth, but we bave alſo of an inferiour 
Wrank, 
The Stanjel, the Ringtail. 
The Raven, the BuJ7ard. 
The forked Ke, the bald BuJ7ara, 


. The 
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The Her-ariver, and others that I forbear ti 


name. 

Gentlemen, If I ſhould inlarge my Diſcour 
tothe obſervation of the Eires, the Branch 
the Ramiſh-Hawk.,, the Haggard, and the tw 
ſorts of Lentners, and then treat oftheir ſevera 
Ayries, their ewings, rare order of caſting 
andthe renovation of their: Feathers, their re 
claiming, dycting, and then come to their rai 
ſtories of praCtice ; I fay, ifI ſhould enter int 
theſe,and many other obſcryations that I coul 
make, it would be much, very much pleaſure t 
me: butleſt I ſhould break the rules of Ciyili 
ty with you, by taking up more then the pro 

Ayes of HP 46: Ar gh me, I will _ 
hvak off, and intreat you Mr, Yenatoy, to ſa 
what you are able in the commendation 0 
Hunting, to which you are ſo much affe&tcd 
and if time wil ſerve, I will beg your favo 
for a further enlargment of ſome of thoſe ſeyc: 
ral heads of which I have ſpoken. But no more 
at preſent. 

Yenat. Well Sir;and I will now take my turn, 
and will firſt veg with a conumendation « 
the earth, as you haye done moſt excellently o 
the Air, the Earth being that Element upon 
which I drive my pleaſanc wholeſome hun 
trade. TheEarth is a ſolid, fertled Element ; 
an Element moſt univerſally beneficjall both to 
may and beaſt ; to men who haye their feyeral 
TR : R 
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ecreations upon it, as Horle-races, Hunting, 
Wrecet ſmells, pleaſant walks. The earth feeds 
an, and all thoſe ſeveral beaſts that both feed 
Win andafford him recreation : What pleaſure 
oth man take in hunting the ſtately Szag, rhe 
"Wencrous Bucks, the Wild Boar, the cunning Or- 
r, thecrafty Fox, and the fearful Hare? And 

I may deſcend toa lower game, what plea- 

re is it ſometimes with Gins to betray the ve- 

& yermine of the earth ? as namely the Fichar, 
| he Fulmart, the Feret, the Pole-cat, the Aowld- 
| arp, and the like creatures that live upon the 
Mace, and within the bowels-of the earth. How 
oth the earth bring forth herbs , flowers and 
its, both for phyſick and the pleaſure of man- 
ind? andabove all, to me at leaſt, the fruitful 


me, of which when I drink moderately , it 
ears my brain, chears my heart, and ſharpens 
ay wit, How could Cleopatra haye feaſted 
ark, Awtony with eight Wild Boars roaſted 
hole at one Supper, and other meat ſautable,if 
he carth had not been a bountiful mother ? But 
o pals by the _ Elephant,which the carth 


Wreeds and nourifheth, and deſcend to the leaſt 
df creatures, how doth the earth afford us a do- 
arinal example in the little P;ſavire, who.in the 
\ummer proyides andlayes up her Winmter-pro- 

ihon,and teaches man'to do the like? the earth 
{ceds and carries thoſe horſes rhat carry us. If 
18 would be prodigal of my time andyour pati- 
ence, 
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ence, what might not I fay in commendatii 
of the earth ? 'That puts limits to the proud a 
raging Sea, and by that means preſeryes bo 
man and beaſt that it deſtroyes them.not;as y 
ſee it dailydoth thoſe that yenture upon thee kr 
and are there ſhipwreckt, drowned, and leftt th 
feed Haddocks; when we that are ſo wile as g! 
keep our felyes on earth,walk ,and ralk,and ly 
and eat, and drink, and go a hunting : of whi 
recreation Iwill {ay a little, and then leave 


Hunting is a game for Princes and noble per 
{ons ; it 4 been highly prized inall Ages 
it was one of the qualifications that Yenoph 
beſtowed on his Cyrus, that he was a Hunter o 
wild beaſts, Hunting trains up the younge 
Nobility to the uſe of manly exerciſes in thei 
riper age. What more manly exerciſe than h 
ting the wild Bore, the Stag, the Buck , the Fox on" 
the Hare ? How doth it preſerye health, and inWM"4 
creaſe ſtrength and aCtivity ? M 

And for the Dogs that we uſe who can com: 
mend their excellency to that height which|M*" 
they deſerve? How perfe& is the Hound at 

ſmelling, who never leayes nor forſakes his ent, 
but follows it thorow ſo many changes and ya- 
rieties of other ſents,” even over and in the wa: 
ter, and into the earth ? What muſique doth af 
ack of Dogs then make to any man, whole 
ns and ears are ſo happy as to be ſet to the 
rune 


tnne of ſuch inſtruments > How will a right 
Greyhoand fix his eye on the beſt Back ina herd, 
ſingle him out and follow him, and him onely 
through 2 whole herd of Raſcal game, and ill 
know and kill him > For my Hounds I know 
i the language of ther// and they know. the lag. 
$f guage and meaning/of one another as perte&ly 
»M as we know the yoices of thoſe with whom we 
id diſcourfe daily. | £1 deer 

I might enlarge my ſelf in.the commendati- 
on of hunting, and of the noble hound eſpecial- 
ly, as alſd of the docibleneſs of dogs in general ; 
and I might make many-obſeryations of Land- 
creatures, that for compoſition, order, figure 
and conſtitution, approch neereſt to the com- 
pleteneſs and underſtanding of man ; eſpecially 
of thoſe creatures which Aoſes inthe Law per= 
mitted to the Jews, (which hayecloyen Hoofs 
and chew the. Cud) which I ſhall forbear to 
name, becauſe I will not be ſo unciyil with 
Mr. Piſcator, as not to allow him a time for 
the commendation of Angling, which he calls 
Lan Art, but doubtleſs 'ris an —_ one -:. and Mr; 
at 2une'2þ I doubt we ſhall hear a watry diſ- 
it {courle of it, bur I hope *rwill not bea long 
\.Wone. | cles: 27 

Auc., And 1 hope ſo toog though I feare 

Wit will, $7 | ls 
Piſc. Gentlemen, let not prejudice)prepoſ- 
Alle you. I confeſle my diſcourly is like to 
' We * 0 prove 
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prove ſutable to my Recreation, caly and quiet; 


| for the Prologue to whatT mean to ſay. 
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we {eldome take the name of God into our 
mouths, but itis either to praiſe him or pray to 
him ; iforhers ule it vainly in the midſt of their 
recreations, ſo vyainly as if they meant to con. 
jure, I muſttell you ir is neither our fault nor q 
our cuſtom ; we, we proteſt againſt it. But, © 
pray remember b accuſe nobody ; for as 1 
would not make a watry diſcourſe, ſo 1 would 
not pur too much wixegar into it, nor would 1 
raiſethe- reputation of my own Art by the di. 
minution-or ruine of anothers. And ſo much 


And now for the Water, the Element thatl} 
trade in. The water is the eldeſt daughter of the 
Creation, the Element upon whiclithes irit of 
God did-firft 'move, the Element which God 
commanded "to bring forth .living creatures a-| 
bundantly -.and 0" I which thoſe that in| 
habit the-Land, eyen all creatures that have# 
breath in their noſtrils muſt ſuddenly return to} 
putrefation. Moſes the great Law-giver and 
chief Philoſopher, skilled in all the learning off 
the Egyptians, who was called the friend oj 
God, and knew the mind of the Almighty, 
names this element the firſt in the Creation; 
this is the element upon which the Spirit. of 
God did firſt move, andis the chief Ingredient} 
in the:Creation : Many Philoſophers have 
made it ts<omprehend: all the other Elements 


but 4 16 


bt: moſt allow it the chiefeſc in the mixtion of 
| all living creatures. 


There be that profeſs to belieye that all bo- 
If dies are made of water, and may be reduced 
| back again to water onely : they endeayour to 
. rats oe. it thus : 

0 TakeaWilow, (orany like ſpeedy growing 


14 plane) newly rooted in a box or barrel full of 
earth, weigh them all together exa@tly when 
the tree begins to grow, and then weigh all to- 
\ {gether after the tree is increaſed from its firſt 
rooting to weigh an hundred pound weight 
7 more than when it was firſt rooted and weigh- 
cd ; and you ſhall find this augmetit of the tree 
(to be without the diminution of one dram of 

the earth, Hence they infer this' increaſe of 
Z wood tobe from water of rain, or from dew, 
Zand notto be from any otherElement. And they 
Zaffirm,they can reduce this wood back againto 
2 water ; and they affirm alſo the ſame may be 

done in any animal or _—_— And this I take 
to be a fair teſtimony of the excellency of my 
Zelement of water. 

The Water is more productive than the 
Earth, Nay,the earth hath no fruitfulneſs with- 
out ſhowers or dews ; all the herbs, and flowers, 
gand fair are produced and thrive by the water ; 
and the very Minerals are fed by ſtreams that 
A'ptunder ground, whoſe natural courſe exrries 
them to the tops of many high mountains, as 

bo Ca. WE 
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we ſee by ſeveral ſprings breaking forth on the 
tops of the higheſt hills, and is alſo witneſſed MW 
by the daily tryal and teſtimony of ſeyeral Mi. 
NCrs. 

Nay; the increaſe of thoſe creatures that are 
bred and fed fn the water, are not onely more 
and more miraculous, but more adyantagiou; 
ro man, not onely for the lengthning of his lite, 
bur for the preventing of ficknels ; for 'ris ob. 
ſerved by the moſtlearned Phyſicians, that the 
caſting off of Lent and other Fiſn-dayes, 
(which hath not onely given the Lie to. ſo ma. 
ny learned, pious, wiſe Founders of Colledges, 
for which we ſhould be aſhamed ) hath doubt. 
| leſs been the chief cauſe of thoſe many purride, i 
ſhaking, intermitting Agues, unto which this 
Nation of ours is now more ſubje& than thok} 
wiſer Countries that feed on Herbs, Sallets® 
and plenty of Fiſh ; of which it is obſeryed in} 
Story, that the greateſt part of the world now# 
do. And it may be fit to remember that Loſe} 
(Lev.11.9. Demut.14.9.) appointed fiſh to be 
the chief diet for the beſt Common-wealth that$ 
ever yet was, | 

Andiit is obſervable not onely that there are 
fiſh, (as namely the Whale) three times as big| 
as the mighty Elephant, that is ſo fierce i 
battel ; but that the mightieſt Feaſts have beenj 
of Fiſh, The Romans in the height of their glo- 
ry haye made fiſh the miſtreſs of all their enter: 
| - tainments 
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eſW tainments ; they haye had Muſique to uſher in 
(WW their Stargeon, Lampreyes and Muller, which 

[they would pur hos at rates rather to be won- 
dred at than believed. He that ſhall view the 
Writings of Macrobius or Varro, may be con- 
firmed and informed of this, and of the incre- 
dible yalue of their fiſh and fiſh-ponds. 

But, Gentlemen, I haye almoſt loſt my ſelf, 
hich I confeſs I may eaſily do in this Philoſo. 
phical Diſcourſe ; I met with moſt-of it very 
lately (and I hope happily) in a conference 
vith a moſt learned Phyſician, a dear friend, 
hat loyes both me and my art of Angling. But 
oweyer I will wadeno deeper in theſe myſte. 
ious arguments, but paſs to ſuch Obſeryations 
85 I-can manage with more pleaſure, and lefle 
Fear of running into error. But I muſt not yer 
Yorſake the Waters, by whoſe help we have ſo 
Fnany known adyantages. 

23 And firſt, (to paſſe by the miraculous cures 

of our known Baths ) how adyantagious is the 
ea for our daily Traffique, without which we 
ould not now fbf ? How does it not onely 

Erniſhus with food and phyſick for the bodies, 

ut with ſuch obſeryations for the mind as in- 

nuous perſons would not want? 

How ignorant had we been of rhe beauty of 

enW/orence, of the Monuments, Urns and Rarities 
lat yet remain in and near unto old and new 

Ime, (ſo many as itis ſaid will take up a years 

C 3 time 
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time'to.yiew, and afford to each but a convyeni- 
ent conſideration ;) and therefore it is not tg 
be wondred at, thar ſo learned and deyout 
Father as St. Ferome, after his wiſh to have ſeen 
Chriſt in the fleſh, and to have heard St. Paul 
preach, makes his third wiſh to have ſeen Rom 
in her glory ; and that beauty is not yet all loft, 
for what pleaſure is itto ſee the Monnments o 
Lwy, the choiceſt of Hiſtorians ; of Twlly, the 
beſt of Qrators ; and to ſee the Bay-trees that 
now grow out of the yery Tomb of Virgil! 
Theſe. to any that love learning. But what 
leaſure is it toa deyour Chriſtian to ſee there 
the humble houſe in which Saint Pal was con- 
tent to dwell; and to view the many rich S# 
t&es that are there made in honour of his memo.} 
ry ? nay, to ſee the yery place in which Saint} 
Peter and he lie buried together ? Theſe are in} 
and near to Rome. And how much more doth} 
it pleaſe the pious curioſity of a Chriſtian to ſe 
that place on which the þlefſed Saviour of th 
world was pleaſed to humble himſelf, and to 
rake our nature upon him, and to conyerle witl 
men ; to ſee Mount Son, Feruſalen, and the ye- 
ry Sepulchre of our Jeſus > How may it beg 
and heighten the zeal ofa Chriſtian to ſec tix 
Devotions thatare daily paid to him at that 
place > Gentlemen, leſt I forget my ſelf 1 wil 
ſtop here, and remember you, that but for my 

Element of water the Inhabitants of this po 
and 
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INand muſt remaine ignorant that ſuch things 
have yet a being. 

Gentlemen,I might both inlarge and loſe m 
ſelf in ſuch like Arguments ; I might tell you 
that Almighty God 1sfaid to have ſpoken to a 
Fiſh, but never to a Beaſ? ; rhat he hath made a 
Whale a Ship to carry and ſet his Prophet. Fonah 
ſafe on the appointed ſhore. Of theſe I might 
I ſpeake, but I muſt in manners break. off, 
for I ſee Fhehalds houſe, I cry you mercy for 
being follong, and thank you for your pati- 
ence. : 

ll Auceps. Sir, My pardon is eaſily granted you: 
MI except againſt nothing that you-haye. laid, 
a neyerthelet{e I muſt part with youat this Park- 
0-0 wall,for which I am very fory ; but Fafſure-you 
nY Mr. P:;ſcator I now part with you full of good, 
"thoughts, notonly of your ſelf, but your: Re- 
5h And ſo gentlemen, God: keep- yoy 
Dorn, C* 1 EPY FX 
Piſc. Well, now Mr. Yenator you ſhall nei- . 
ther want time nor my attention to: hear; you. 
inlarge your Diſcourle concerning: Flunt- 
- Ing. ' I %h 
Venat, NotI Sir, I remember you ſaid that. 
eAvgling it ſelf was of great Antiquity,- and a 
perte& Art, and an Art not eafily attained:to 5 
Yand you have ſo won upon..me in your farmer 
diſcourſe, that I am very defirous to heay-what 
you can fay further concerning thoſe, parti- 
m—_— C 4 ' Piſce. 
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-Piſc.Sir, I did fay ſo,and I doubr not but ifyou 
- andI did converſe together bur a few hourcs,to 
leave you poſleſt with the ſame high and happy 
thoughts that now poſſeſs me of it ; not only of 
1;/ the Ruhoeny of Angling, but that it deſerves 
| || | eommendations,and thar it is an Art,and an Art 
| | | worthy the knowledg & praftiſe of a wiſe man, 
| Venat.Pray Sir ſpeak of them what you think 
fit, for we have yet five miles to the Thatch G 
Houſe, during which walk I dare promiſe youſWIr 
my patience and deligent attention ſhall not beW m 
wanting. And if you ſhall make that to appear A 
which-you have undertaken,firſt,thatiit is anArt,W 4: 
and an Art worth the learning, I ſhall beg that de 
I may attend you aday or tway a fiſhing, and g1 
if !!| thatT may become your Scholer, 8 be inſtru. tr 
ij], edintheArtitſelf which you ſo much magnific, 3 
$1  Piſcat. O Sir, doubtnot but that 4nghrg is k 
þ an Art,andan Art worth your learning : the aj 
Queſtion is rather whether you be capable of Wl it 
- tearning it? for Angling is ſomewhar like Poe- MW ir 
#y, men are tobe born ſo: I mean with incli- 
nations tg it, though both may be heightned by i 
proviiee and experience ; but he that hopes to MW « 
e a good Angler muſt not only bring an in- W v 
quirifig, ſearching, obſerving wit, but he muſt I t: 


bring'a' large meaſure of hope and patience, W n 
and' @ loye- and propenſity to the Art it ſelf ; W © 
bur having once got and practis'dir,then doubt WJ © 


not but .4vgling will prove to be ſo Pio 
{mea — chat 


ww 
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that it will prove like Vertne,a reward to it ſelf+ 

Yenat. Sir, I am now become fo full of expe- 
ation thatI long much to have you proceed, 
and in the order that you propoſe. 

P;c. Then firſt, for the antiquity of Angling, 
tMWof which I ſhall not ſay much, but only this ; 
nM Some fay it is as ancient as Dexcalions Flood ; 
kW others, that Belus, who was the firſt Inventer of 
EE Godly and vertaous recreations, was the firſt 
uM Inventer of Angling: & ſome others lay (for for- 
2X mer times haye had their diſquifitions about the 
ar Antiquity of it) that Serh, one of the ſons of A- 
tl dam, taught it to his ſons, & that by them it was 
at WJ derived to poſteritic:others ſay,that he left it in- 
dF oraven on thoſe pillars which he erected, and 
t. 25 truſted to preſerye the knowledg of the Mathe- 
e327 maticks, Muſick, and the reſt of that precious 
Is 9 knowledg, & thoſe uſefull Arts, which by Gods 
ez appointment or allowance and his noble indu- 
fi ſtry were thereby preſerved from periſhing . 
-& in Noahs flood. 
 TheſeSir, have been the opinions of ſeverall 

| men, that haye poſſibly endeavoured to make 
angling more ancient then is necdfull, or may 
well be warranted; but for my parr, I ſhall con= 
tent my ſelf in telling you thatAngling is much 
more ancient then the Incarnation of our Savi- 
our ; for in the Prophet Amos mention is made 
of fſh-hooks 3 and in the Book of Fob (which 
was long before the days of 4s, for that book 
is 
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is faid to be writ by Moſes) mention is mad / 
alſoof fiſk-hooks,which muſt imply Anglers inc 
 thoſetimes. | 
| But my worthy friend, as I would rathe 
'} ||| prove my ſelfa Gentlemanby being learned, and 
[ '' humble, valliant, and inoffenſrue, vertuons and conMm: 
| znicable, then by any fond oſtentation of ri 

| ches, or wanting cheſs yertues .my ſelf, boaſ 


times a debate hath riſen, (and it remaines yet b 
unreſolved) Whether the happineſle of man in | 7 
this world doth conſiſt more in Contemplation or i ©. 
atton, t 

—_— which ſome have endeavoured 
co maintain their opinion of the firſt, by fay- } 
ing,That the nearer we Mortals come to God by way 
of anuration, the more happy weare. . And they 
lay, That God enjoys bind only by a contemplation 


| 
|| thattheſe were in my Anceſtors(and yet I grant 

|f/|] thatwherea nobleandancientdeſcent and ſuch eq 
[! | merits meet in any man, it is a double dignit. be 
||] cation of that perſon: ) Soif this Antiquity off ” / 
|! nghng, (which for my partT have not forced.) 4 
1 hall fike an anciant family, becither an honour 15 
' or an ornament to this yertuous Art which I tc 
profeſs to loye and praftice, I ſhall be the glad. p 
If}! derthatI made an accidentall mention of theY £: 
3H antiquitie of it;of which I ſhall ſay no more but i} 7 
"fr roceed to that juſt commendations which 17} ® 
|] think itdeſerves. Ks 

wi And for that I ſhall tell you, that in ancient 


0 


f his own infiniteueſſe, Eternity, Power and Goodvep,, | 
and the like, And upon this ground many 
Cloyſteral men of great learning and deyotion 
8/4 Contemplatioy before attion. And many 
fthe Fathers ſcem to approve this opinion, as 
may appear in their Commentaries upon the 
words of our Saviour to Martha, Lake 10. 41, 


42 


And on the contrary, there want not men of 
equal authority and credit, that prefer ation to 
.M be the more excellent, as namely experiments in 
of Phy/ick,, and the application of it, both for the eaſe 
| 4nd prolongation of mans life ; by which each man 
ri is TIT to act and do good to others, either 
17 to ſerve his Countrey, or do good to particular 
|.73 perſons ; and they lay alſo, That attion is Do- 
£8 ttrinal, and teaches both art and wvertue, and us 4 
ts maintainer of humane ſocicty ; and for theſe and 
other like reaſons to be preferred before con- 
= templation, | | 
t&} Concerning which two Opinions I ſhall for. 
t& bearto adde a third by declaring my own, and 
; 

, 


2 reſt my ſelf contented in telling you, (my ve- 
ry worthy friend) that both theſe meet tope- 
ther, anddo molt properly belong to the moſt 
honeſt, ingenu01s, quiet, and harmeleſſe art of Ang-: 
lin | 


—— _ 


And firſt, Iſhall tell you what ſome have 
obſerved, (and I have found to be a real truth): 
$- that the yery fitting by the Rivers fideis not 
"0 onely 


= 


20 e Complete Angler. 
onely the quieteſt and fitteſt place for contem 
lation, but will invite an Angler to it; ani 
this ſeems to be maintained by the learned Te 
ds Moline, who (in his Diſcourle of the Fulfl 
ling of Prophecies) obſerves, that when God 
intended to reyeal any future events or high 
notions to his Prophets, he then carried then 
either to the Deſerts or the Sea-ſhore, that ha-Mere 
ving ſo ſeparated them from amidit the pres of 
| poop and bruſmeſſe, and the cares of the world, 
be might ſettle their minds ina quiet repoſe, 
and make them fit for Revelation. 

And this ſeems alſo to be intimated by the 
Children of 1/rael, (P/al.13 7.) who having in 
a {ad condition baniſhed all mirth and muſique} 
from their penſiye hearts, and having hung up 
their then mute Harps upon the Willow trees 
growing by the rivers of Babylon, fate downe Min 
upon thoſe Banks bemoning the ruines of $Si- Wh 
oz, and contemplating their omn fad condi- 
tion. | 

And an ingenuous Spawiard ſayes, That rivers th 
and the Inhabitants of the watry Element were made Wl nc 
for wiſe men to contemplate, and fools to paſſe by Y a 
without conſideration. And though I will not rank Il tl 
my ſelfin the number of the firſt, yet give me WW a 
leave to free my ſelf from the laſt, by offering Wl n 
to you a ſhort contemplation, firſt of rivers an f 
then of fſÞþ; concerning which I donbt not but iff c 
to give you many obſervations that will appear 
very 
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ery conſiderable : Iam fure they have appea- 
ed ſ{oto me, and made many an hour paſſe a- 
way more pleaſantly, as I haye fate quietly on 
2 flowery Bank by a calm river, and contem=- 
lated what I ſhall now relate to you. 

And firſt concerning Rivers, there be diyers 
onders reported of them by Authors of ſuch 
redit, that we need not deny them an Hiſtori- 
al faith. 

As namely ofa river in Epir, that puts out 
any lighted Torch, and kindles any Torch that 
was not lighted, Some Waters being drunk 
cauſe madneſfle, ſome drunkenneſle, and ſome 
laughter to death, The river Sear ina few 
& hours turns a rod or wand to be ſtone ; and our 
Þ MCambden mentions the like in” England, and the 
S like in Lochmere in [relayd, There is alſoa river 
e Fin Arabia, of which all the ſheep that drink 
- thereof have their wool turned into a Vermilli- 


* Mon colour. And one of no lefle credit than Ars- :: 


f fotle tells us of a merty river, (the river Eluſma) 
that dances at the noiſe of muſique, for with 
muſique it bubbles, dances and grows ſandy, 

' I and fo continues till the muſique ceaſes, but 
; Ef then it preſently returns to its wonted calmneſs 
WF andclearneſs. And Canbaen tells us of a Well 
" I near to Kerby in Weſtmoreland, thar ebbs and 
flows ſeyeral times eyery day : and he tells us 
of a river in Sxrrey, (it is called ole) that after 
it has run ſeyeral miles, being oppoſed by _ 

nds 
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finds or makes it ſelf a way under ground, af 
breaks out again fo far off, that the Inhabirant - 
thereabout boaſt, (as the Spaniards do of thei 
river An) that they feed divers flocks of ſhelf.” 
upon a Bridge. And, laſtly, for I would 
tire your patience, one of no lefle authority. 
than 7oſephns that learned Jew, tells us of a riM\'* 
ver in Fudea, that runs ſwiftly all the ſix day 

of the week, and ſtands ſtill and reſts all rhe * 
Sabbath. a ; 
Burt, Sir, leſt this Diſcourſe may feem tedi. PF 
ous,I ſhall give it a ſweet concluſion out of tha, 
holy Poet Mr. George Herbert his Divine Con. 
templation on Gods Providence : 


Lord, who hath praiſe enongh, nay, who hath any! 
None an expreſs thy works,bnt he that knows them}? 
And none can know thy works, they are ſo many, G, 
And ſo complete, but onely he that owes them. 


We all acknowleage both thy power and love 
To be exact, dd and divine; © 
Who doſt ſo ſtrangely and ſo ſweetly move, 
Whilſt all things have their end, yer none byt thine, 


Wherefore, moſt ſacred Spirit, I here preſent 
| For ma, and all my fellows, praiſe to thee ; 
Andjuſt it is that 1 ſhould pay the rent, 
Becanſe the benefit accrues to me. 


FG GE TS AN I 
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Andas concerning Fiſh, in that Pſalm, (PſaL. 
04.) wherein for height of Poetry and Won- 
"Wers the Prophet David ſeems eyen to exceed 
"Wimſclf, how doth he there expreſs himſelf in 
hoice Metaphors, even to the amazement ofa 
ontemplative Reader, concerning the Sea, the 
Rivers, and the Fiſh therein contained > And 
Whe great Naturaliſt Ply layes, That Nateres 
Brcat and wonderful power 15 more demonſtrated in 
he Sea than on the Land. And this may appear 
dy the numerous and yarious creatures, inhabi.. 
ing both in and abour that Element ; as ro the - 
Readers of Geſner, Randelitins, Pliny, Amuſonins, 


n- | 
{riſtotle, and others, may be demonſtrated; 
*ButI will ſweeten this diſcourſe alſo out of a 
Contemplarion in Divine Dybarias, 
Y [i | : Dubartas in 
".F> ho ſayes, the fifth day. 


God quickned in the ſea andin the rivers, 

So many fiſhes of ſo many features, 

That in the waters we may ſee all creatures, 

LEver all that on the earth x to be forma, 

As if the world were in deep waters drown. d. 
For ſeas ( as well as s5kies) have Sun, Moon, Stars 5 
(As well as air) Swallows, Rooks and Stares 3 
(As well as earth) Vines, Roſes, Nettles, Aclons, 
eMuſbroms, Pinks, Gilliflowers, and many millions 
Of other plants, more rare, more ſtrange thantheſe, 

15 very fiſhes living m the ſeas: 


As 
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As alſo Rams, Calves, Horſes, Hares and Hogg, 


Wolves, VUrchins, Lious, Elephants and Dogs ; ſh 
Yea, Meu and Maids, and whish 1 moſt admire; Rl th 
The mitred Biſhop, and the cowled Fryer. 

9. 


Of which, — bat a few years fince, 
Were ſhewn the Norway and Polonian Prince. 


Theſe ſeem to be wonders, but haye had 
many confirmations from men of learning ant 
credit, that you need not doubt them ; nor ar: 
the number , nor the various ſhapes of fiſhe: 
more ſtrange or more fit for contemplation, tha 
their different natures, inclinations and a&i 
ons ; concerning. which I hall beg your pati 
cnteara little longer. ; 
The Curtle-fiſh will caſt a long gut our of het 
throat, which (likeas an Angler doth his line)} 
ſhe ſendeth forth and | +0970 in again at het 
pleaſure, accordingasſhe ſees ſome little fiſh 
Mane, &. Come near to her 3 and the Carrle-fiſh 

fares : «nd (being then hid in the prayel) lets the"! 
other affirms {mmaller fiſh nibble and bite the end o 
_ it, at which time ſhe by little aud 
Iatle draws the ſmaller fiſh ſo near to her, that 
ſhe may leap upon her, and then. catches and 
deyours her : and for this reaſon ſome have cal. 
led this fiſh the Sea-angler. 0 

And there is a fiſh; called a Hermr, that ata}j 
certain age gets into a dead fiſhes ſhell, and like} 
a Hermite dwells there alone, ſtudying wr 
ILY win 
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wind and weather, and {o turns her ſhell thar 
ſhe makes it defend her from the injaries that 
-- WM they would bring upon her. 

There is alſo a fiſh called by Ekar (in his 
9. book of Living Creatures, . Chap. 16.) the 
eAdonts, or Darling of the Sea : ſo called, be- 
cauſe it is a loving and innocent fiſh, a fiſh that 
16 hurts nothing that hath life, and is at peace with 
1n@ all the numerous Inhabitants of thar yaſt wate- 

W ry Element : and truly. I think moſt Anglers 
are ſo diſpoſed to moſt of mankind. 

And there are alſo luftful and chaſt Fiſhes, of 
which I ſhall give you examples. 

And firſt, wha Dubartas layes of afiſh called 
the Sargus ; which (becauſe none can expreſſe 
Fit better then he does) I ſhall give you inhis 

Yowne words, ſuppoſing .it ſhall not have the 
efle credit for being Verſe, for he hath gather- 
Fed chis, and other obſervations out of Authors 

hat have been great and induſtrious ſearchers 
nto the ſecrets of Nature. | 


he Adult rous Sargus doth not only change 
fes every day inthe deep ſtreams, but (ſtrange) 
{5 if the honey of Sea-love delight FE 
ould not ſuffice his rangeing appentes 

0es corrring ſhe-Goats onthe graſſie ſhore, 
orning their husbands that had horns before, 


» And the ſame Aurhor writes concerning the 
| D Cant har us F) 
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own words. 


Bat contrary, the conſtant Cantharus, 
1s ever conſtant to hus faithful Spauſe, 
In nuptual dgties ſpending his chaſte hfe, 
Never lwves any but his own dear wife. 


Sir, but a little longer, and I haye done. 

Venat. Sir, take what libertie you think fit, 
for your diſcourſe ſeems to be Muſique, and 
charms me into an attention. 

Piſc. Why then Sir, I will take alittle liberty 
to tell, or rather to remember you what is ſaid 
of Tyrtle-Doves : Firſt, That they filently plight 
theirtroth and marry ; and that then, the Sur-.. 
vivor ſcornes (as the Thracian women are ſaid toft 
do) to out-live his or her mate ; and this is ta-# 
ken for ſuch a truth, and if the Surviyor ſhall e-} 
ver couple with another, then not only the li- 
ving, but the dead, (be it either the He or the 
ſhe ) is denyed the name and honoxr of a true 
Turtle-Dove. 

And to parallel this Land Rarity, and teac 
mankind morall faithfulneſſe,and to condemne 
thoſe that talk of Religion, and yet come ſhor 
of the morall fajth of fiſh and fowle ; Men that 
violate the Law affirmed by Saint Paw! (Rom. 
I14, 15.) tobe writ in their hearts, (and which 
he ſayes, ſhall at the laſt day ——_ 

aye 


% 
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leave them without excule.) I pray Diubartas 
hearken to what Dabartas ſings, (for day 
the hearing of ſuch conjugal faithfulneſs, will 
be Muſick to all chaſte ears) and therefore I 
Wpray hearken to what Dabartas lings of the 
allet. 


But for chaſte love the Mullet hath no peer ; 
For, if the Fiſher hath ſurpriz/d her pirer 
{s mad with wo,to ſhore ſhe followeth, 

reſt to conſort htm both in life and death. 


On the Fomrrary what ſhall I ſay ofthe Hoſe- - 
ock,which treads any Hen, and then (contrary 
the Swan, the Partridge and Pigeon) takes no 


-Tare to hatch,to feed or to cheriſh his own 
o2Þrood, but is ſenſelefſe though they periſh. 
- And'tis conſiderable, that t n (which 

| nd tis conliderable, that the Hen ( whicl 
A 


decaule ſhe alſo takes any Cock, expeds it not) 
who is ſure the Chickens be her own hath by 
& morall impreſſion her care and affe&tion to 
er own Brood more then doubled,even to ſuch 
a height, that our Sayiour in exprefling his love 
0 Proſe (Mat. 2.3; 3 7.) quotes her for an 
xample of tender affection, as his Father had 

done fob for a pattern of patience.  _ ” 
And to fs» this Cock; there be divers £1- 
nes that caſt their ſpawne on flaps or ſtones, 
and then leave it uncoyered, and expoſed to 
Xcome a prey, and be devourgd by Vermine 
| D'. REES 
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or other fiſhes : but other fiſhes (as namely the 
Barbel) take {uch care for the preſeryation of 
their {eed,that(unlike to the Cock or the Cxcket) 
they mutually labour (both the Spawner and 
the Melter) to coyer their Spawn with ſand, or 
watch it, or hide it in ſome ſecret place unfre- 
_ by Vermine,or by any Fiſh but rthem- 
elves. 

Sir, theſe Examples may, to you and others, 
ſeem ſtrange ; butthey are teſtifyed ſome by 
Ariſtotle, fome by Pliny, ſome by Geſner, and 
by many others of —_ and are belieyed and 
known by divers, both of wiſdom and expet!: 
ence, to bea Truth; and indeed are (as faic 
at the beginning)fit for the contemplation of 
moſt ſerious Fs, a molt pious man. And doubt# 
leſs this made the Prophet David ſay, They thaſ 
occupy themſelves in deep waters ſee the wonderſ 
works of God : indeed ſuch wonders and plea 
{ures too as the land affords not. 

And that they be fit for the contemplation 
the moſt prudent, and pious , and peaceabk 
men, ſeems to be teſtifyed by the practice off 
many deyout and moltc/ve men, as tit 
Patriarchs and Prophets of old, and of the 4p 
files of our Sayjour in theſe later times 3 0 
which twelye he choſe four that were Fiſhet 
men, whom he inſpired and ſent to publiſh 

| blefled Will to the Gentiles, freedoms from thei 
. Combrances of the Law, and a new way to everld) 


ing life : this was the imployment of theſe Fi- 
ſhermen. Concerning which choice ſome haye 
made theſe Obſeryations, 
"1M Firlt, that he never reprovyed theſe for their 
MW Imployment or Calling, as he did the Scribes 
[and the Afoney-changers. And ſecondly , he 
found that the hearts of ſuch men by nature 
were fitted for contemplation and quietneſle ; 
men of mild,and ſweet,and peaceable ſpirits,as 
h indeed moſt Anglers are:theſe men our bleſſed 
Saviour,(who is obſerved to love to plant grace 
in good natures) though nothing be too hard 
for him, yer theſe men he choſe to call from 
their irceprovable imployment of Fiſhing, and 
«þ at them grace to be his Diſciples, and to fol- 
3 low him. I fay foure of twelve. 
And it is obſeryable, that it was our Saviours 
m will that theſe our four Fiſhermen ſhould have 
a priority of nomination in the catalogue of 
his twelve Apoſtles, (at.1o.) as namely firſt- . 
St, Peter, St. Andrew, St. Fames and St, fohn, 
, and then the reſt in their order. 

And it is yet more obſeryable, thar when | 
our bleſſed Saviour went up into the Mount, 
when he left the reſt of his Diſciples, and choſe 
onely three to bear him company at his Trans- 
garation, that thoſe three were all Fiſhermen. 
And it is to be believed, that all the other Apo- 
ſtles, after they betook themſelves to follow 
Chriſt, betook themſelves to be Fiſhermen 
| ws > 3 t00O 3 
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[F'//] too; foritis certain that the greater number q 
' them were found together a Fiſhing by JeſuMWth 
| after his Reſurrection, as is recorded in the 21, 
| Chapter of St, Johns. Goſpel. | 
| And fince I have your promiſe to hear me 
| with patience, | will take a liberty to took backMna 
' upon anobſeryation that hath been made by an 
1//. Iingenuous and learned man, who obſeryes thatWth 
/!; God hath been pleaſed toallow thoſe, whom heWof 
| himſelfhath appointed to write his holy Will infWw' 
1 . 4 - +71 - = 
F177} holy Writ,yetto expreſs his Will in ſuch Meta. War 
TR! phons as their former affe&ions or pra&tice had be 
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nclined them te;8 he brings Solomon for an ex. 
ample, who before his converſion was remark.W ye 
ably carnally-amoroys ; and after by Gods ap- d! 
pointment writ that ſpiritual, holy, amorou 
|; Love-ſong (the Carticles) betwixt God and his / 
$177 Church, (in which he ſayes ſhe had Ejes bke thi ef 
4.2 fiſp-pools of Heſhbon.) © tl 
Fit!  Andifthis holdinreaſon as Iſfeenone to the 7 
1 contrary, then it may be probably concluded, fi 
that Moſes (whom, I told you before, writ rhe 
Book of ob) and the Prophet Amos, who was? 
Shepherd, were both Anglers, for you ſhall in} 
all the Old Teſtament find Fiſh-hooks, I think 
but twice mentioned, namely, by meek oſe: 
the friend of God ,and by the humble Prophet 
| Concerning which laſt, namely the Prophet 
eAxvo;, I ſhall make but this Obſeryation T0 
| | 0 
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ofMhe that ſhall read the hable, lowly, plain flyle of 

that Propher, and compare it with the high, glo- 
rious, eloquent ſtyle of the Prophet 1ſaiah (hoogh 
they be both equally true) may eaſily believe 
him to be, not onely a Shepherd, bur a good- 
natur'd, _ Fiſher-man. 

Which Ido the rather believe by comparing 
the affectionate, loving,lowly,humble Epiſtles 
of S. Peter,S.fames and S. Fohn,whom we know 
0 were all Fiſhers, with the glorious language 
4-W and high Metaphors of St. Paul, whom we may 
all believe was not. 

X And for the lawfulneſs of Fiſhing, it may 
kf very well be maintained by our Sayiours bid- 
p-2 ding St. Peter caſthis hook into the water and 
ui => a Fiſh, for money to pay Tribute to {#- 
i589 ar. And let me tell you, rhat angling is of high 
bt 2 eſteem, and of much uſe in'other Nations, He 
that reads the Voyages of Ferdinand Mendes, 
v8 Pinto, ſhall find that there he declares to have - 
1 found a King and ſeyeral Prieſts a Fiſhing. 
e| Aud he that reads Platarch, ſhall fin! that 
9 Angling was not contemptible in the dayes of 
a eMark Antony and Cleopatra, and that they in 
[i the midſt of their wonderful glory nſed Atig- | 
"WW ling as a principal recreation, Andlet me tel] 
0 you, that in the Scripture angling is alwayes 
taken in the beſt ſenſe, and that though hunt- 
mg may be ſometimes ſo taken, yet it is but 
ſeldom to be fo underſtood. Andlet me adde 
D 4 
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cal Canons, ſhall find Hantingto be forbidden 


this more, he that views the ancient Ecclefiaſti. 


to Church-men, as being a toilſom, perplexing 
Recreation ; and ſhall find az ling allowed toMta 
(lergy-men, as being a amy, Recreation, af 
recreation that inyites them to contemplation andWhx 
quietneſſe. 
I might here enlarge my ſelf by telling youſ$Cl 
what commendations our learned Perkins be-Mby 
ftowes on angling : and how dear a loyer, Whc 
and. great a praCtiſer of it our learned Doctor 
Whitaker was, as indeed many others of great 
note haye been, But I will content my elf 
with two memorable men, that lived neer to 
our own time, whom TI alſo take to haye been 
ornaments to the Art of Angling. . © | wi 
The firſt is Door Vowel lometimes Dean offWry 
the Cathedral Church of Saint Paxl in Londen, WM hc 
where his Monument ſtands yet undefaced ; af fr 
man that in the Reformation of Queen E/:za-Man 
b:th (not that of Henry the V1II.) was fo noted A! 
for his meek ſpirit,deep learning,prudence and dc 
piety, that the then Parliament and Convocati-W ar 
on both, choſe, injoyned and truſted him ro beWſe 


the: man to make a Catechiſm for publick uſe, w 


ſucha one as ſhould ſtand as a rule for faith and P: 
manners to their poſterity, And the good B 
old man'though he was very learned,yet know-M /» 


_ ing that God leads us not to heaven by many I ar 


nor by hard queſtions) like an honeſt- Angler, 


made 
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ade that good, plain,unperplext Catechiſm which 
s printed with our good old Service Book. 
be chis good man was as afdear loyer,and con- 
ſtant praCticer of Angling, as any Age can pro- 
Wduce ; and his cuſtome was to ſpend beſides his 
fxt hours of prayer, (thoſe houres which by 
ommand of the Church were enjoyned the 
Clergy, and voluntarily dedicated to deyotion 
by many Primitive Chriſtians :) beſides thoſe 
hours, this good man was obſerved to ſpend a 
tenth part of his time in Angling ; andalſo (for 
al have converſed with thoſe which have con- 
elfMyeried with him) ro beſtow a tenth part of his 
toMRevenue, and uſually all his fiſh, amongſt the 
cnMWpoor that inhabited near to thoſe Rivyers in 
which it was caught ; ſaying often, That chari- 
ofWry gave hfe to Reliozon : and at his return to his 
n, houſe would praiſe God he had ſpent that day 
; 2] free from worldly trouble ; both harmleſly, 
4-Mand ina Recreation that became aChurch-man, 
ed And this good man was well content, if not 
df defirous, that poſterity ſhould know he was an 
1-8 angler,as may appear by his Pifture, now to be 
ve {een and carefully kept in Braſenoſe (olledge, (to 
el which he was a liberall BenefaQor) in which 
dM Picture he is drawn leaning on a Desk with his 
0 Bible beforc him, and on one hand of him his 
v-W nes, hooks, and other rack/ing lying in around ; 
and on his other hand is his 4ng/e-rods of ſeve- _ 
jall forts ; and by them this is wrizten , Thar he 
_ | I ard 
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ip! dicedi; Feb. x60r, being aged g5. years, 44. 
w' which he hadbeen Dean of St. Pauls Church ; an 
that his age had neither impair'd his hearing, 
wviimmn'd his eyes, nor weaky d his memory, nor mak 
any of the faculties of his mind weak or wſeleſſe. "Ti 
{aid that angling and remperance were great cau 
ſes of theſe leſlings, andT wiſh the like toal 
that imitate him, and loye the memory off 
good a man. | 

My next and laſt example ſhall be that un 
dervaluer of money, the late Provoſt of En 
Colledpe, Sir Heury Wotton, (a man with whon 
T haye often fiſh'd and conyers'd) a man whoſe 
forreign Imployments in the ſervice of thi 
Nation, and whoſe experience, learning, wit and 
cheerfulneſſe made his company to be eſteeme! 
one of the delights of mankind ; this man 
whoſe very approbation of angling were ſuf 
cient to convince any modeſt cenſurer ofit 
this man was alſo a moſt dear lover, and a fre 

ent praCtiſer of the art of angling ; of wbicl 

e would ſay, *Twas an imployment for his i 
time, which was then not idlely Sent : for angliny 
was after tedious Study, a 4s 2 his mind, a chit 
rer of his Firits, a diverter of ſadneſſe, a calmer" 
amquiet thoughts, a moderator of paſſions, 4 procurt 
of contentedneſſe : and that it begot habits of peact 
«nd patience in thoſe that orofed and prattis dit 
Indeed, my friend, you will tind angling tobt 
like the yertue of Humility, which has a calm: 
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eſs of ſpirit, and a world of other bleſſings at- 

ending upon it, 

gd Sir, this was the ſaying of that learned man, 

Wand I do eaſily believe that peace, and patience, 
nd a calme contert did cohabir in the cheerful 
heart of Sir Henry Wotton, becauſe I know that 
Wwhen he was beyond ſeventy years of age, he 
made this deſcription ofa part of the preſent 
pleaſure that poſſeſs'd him, as he fate quietly 
in a Summers evening on a bank a Fiſhing; it 
Wis a deſcription of the Spring, which, becauſe 
Wit glides as Toft and ſweetly from his pen, as 
hat river does at this time by which it was then 

made, I ſhall repeat it unto you. 
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Thus day dame Nature ſeem din love - 
The luſty {ap began tomove 3 

Freſh juice aid ſtir th! nnbractngV ines, 
And tirds had drawn their valentines, 
The jealous Trout, that low did he, 
Roſe at a well-a:;ſſembled flie 3 

There ſtood my friend with patient Skil, 
Attending of bi trembling quill, 
eAlready were the eaves poſſeſt 

With the ſwift Pilgrims dawbed neſt : 
The Groves already did rejoyce, 
InPhilomels rriumphing voice : 

The ſhowres were ſhort, the weather mula, 
The movning freſh, the evening ſmil'd, 
Jone takes her neat rub'd pail, and now 


She trips to milk the ſand-red Cow 3 
Where, for ſome ſturdy foot-ball Swain, 
\Jone ſtrokes a fillibub or twain. 

The fields and gardens were beſet 

With Tulips, Crocus, Violet, 

And now, though late, the modeſt Roſe 
Did more then half a bluſh diſcloſe. 
Thus all looks gay, and fall of cheer 

To welcome the new lwvery d year. 


Theſe were the thoughts that then poſleſt t 
HM: undiſturbed mind of Sir Henry Wotton. Wil 
RIG you hear the wiſh of another Angler, and th 
1 commendation of his happy lite which h 
alſo ſings in Verſe ? wiz. fo. Davors Elq. 


Let me lve harmleſly, and niear the brink, 


; HM | Of Trent or Avon have a dwelling {piece 6 
Wt Where 1 may ſee my quill or cork down ſink. W 


With eager bit of Pearch, or Bleak, or Dace ; 

And on the world and my Creator think , 

Whilſt ſome men ſtrive, ill gotten goods t'imbrace ; 
And others ſpend their time im baſe exceſſe 


Of wine or worſe, in war and wantonneſs, | 4 
{1:00 Let them that lift, theſe paſtimes ſtill purſue, n 
[1000 And on ſuch pleaſing fancies feed their fill, T 
[41608 So I the fields and meadowes green may view, # 


eAnd daily by freſh Rivers walk at wil, 
eAmong the Dailies and the Violets blue, 
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ted Hiacynth, and yellow Daffadil, | 
Purple Narciſlus bke the morning rayes, 


Pale Ganderglafle, and aFure Culyerkayes, 


count it higher pleaſure to behold - 
The ſtately compaſſe of the lofrie skae, 
ind in the midſt thereof (like burning gold) 
7: flaming Chariot of the worlds great eye, 
he watry clouds, that mn the air up rold, 
Vith ſundry kinds of painted colonrs flye ; 
And fair Aurora lifting up her head, 
Still bluſhing, riſe from old Tithonius bed. 


7h bills and mountaines raiſed from the plains, 

e plains extended level with the ground, 

8 The grounds dwwided into ſundry vans, 

The veins inclos'd with rivers running round 3. 

Theſe rivers making way through natures chains 
With headlong courſe ito the ſea profound 3 | 

The raging ſea, beneath the wallies low, 

Wheolekes ana rils and rivulets do flow. 


| The lofty woods the forreſts wide and long 
eAdorn'd with leaves and branches freſh and green, 
In whoſe cool bowres the birds with many a ſong. | 
Do welcome with their Durre the Suramers Queen: 
The eMeadowes fair where Flora's gifts among 

Are mtermixt, with verdant graſſe vetween. 

The fulver-ſcaled fiſh that ſoftly ſwims 
Within the freer brooks chryſtal watry ftrea 


Al 
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All theſe, and many more of his (reation, 

That made the Heavens, the Angler oft doth ſee, 

Taking therein no little delettation, 

 To'think how ſtrange, how wonderfull they be ; 

Framing thereof an inward contemplation, 

To ſet his heart from other fancies free : 
And whilſt he looks on theſe with joyfull eye, 
His mind is wrapt above the ſtarry Skie. 


Sir Iamglad my memory has not loſt thel 
laſt Verſes, becauſe they are ſomewhat more 
leaſantand more ſutable to ay-Day, then 
my harſh Diſcourſe : and I am glad your pati. 
ence hath held out ſo long, as to hear them and 
me : for both together haye brought us within 
the ſight of the Thatcht hoxſe:and I muſt be your 
Debtor (if you think it worth your attention) 
for the reſt of my promiſed diſcourſe; till ſome 
other opportunity, and a like time of leiſure. 
Venat. Sir, you have Angled me on witli} 
much pleaſure to the thatcht houſe : and I now 
find your words true That good company make 
the way ſeem ſhort,for truſt me, Sir, I thought we 
had wanted three miles of this Hoſe till you 
fhewed it to me : but now we are at it, we'l turn 
into it, and refreſh qur ſelyes with a cup of 
drink and a little reſt. SEED | 
Piſt. Molt gladly (Sir) and we'l drink a Ciyll 
cup to all the Otrer Hunters that are to meet yu 
to morrow, 
Ven, 


Pen, That we will Sir, and to all the loyers. 
, MW Angling too, of which number, I am now. 
illing to be one my felf, for by the help of 
our good diſcourſe and company, I hayepur 
n new thoughts both of the Arr of Angling, 
nd of all that profeſle it ; and if you will but 
eet me to morrow at the time and place ap- 
ointed, and beſtow one day with me and my 
riends in hunting the Otter, I will dedicate the 
Wext two dayes to wait upon you, and wetwo 
vill for that time do nothing but angle, and 
alk offiſh and fiſhing. | 

Piſc. *Tis a match, Sir, I'l not fail you, God 
willing, to be at Amwel-hill to morrow mor- 
ing before Sunriſing. 


CHAP, 11. 
Obſeryations of the. Otter and Chub. 


Venat, Y friend P:ſcator , you have 
M kept time with my thoughts, 
for the Sun is juſt riſing, and 
I my {elf juſt now come to 
his place, and the dogs have juſt now pur down 
an Otter, look downat the bottome of the hill 
| here in that Meadow, chequered with water- 
les, and Lady-ſmocks,there you may ſee what 
ork they make '; look looke, you may 
a 
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buke. 


Piſc. Sir, I am right glad to meet you, and 


_u to have {o fair an entrance into this dayes 


port, and glad to ſeeſo many dogs, and more 
menall in purſuit of the Ortey ; lets complement 
no longer, but joine unto them ; come honeſt 
Venator, lets be gone, lets make haſt, I long to 


bedoing : no reaſonable hedge or ditch ſhall | 


hold me. 


Ven, Gentleman Huntſman,where found you 


this Orter ? 
Hyunre. Marry (Sir) we found her a mile from 
this place a fiſhing ; ſhe has this morning eaten 


the greateſt part of rhis Trot ; ſhe has only left | 


thus much of it as you ſee, and was fiſhing for 
more : when we came we found himyult at it : 


but we were here very early, we were here an | 


hour before Sun-riſe,and haye given her no reſt 


fince we came:ſure ſhe'l hardly eſcape all cheſe 
I am tohavye the skin if we 


dogs and men, 

kill him. | 
' Ven, Why, Sir, whats the skin worth ? 

Hunt. "Tis worth ten ſhillings to: make 
loves 3 thegloves of an Orrer arc the beſt 
S :6cation for your hands that can be thought 

on againſt wet weather. , 
Piſc.I pray, honeſt Huntſman,let me askyou a 
pleaſant queſtion,do you hunt a beaſt or a fiſh? 
Hmn, Sir, It is notin my power to reſolve 
you 


ſeeall buſie, men and dogs, dogs and men, all 


in A ww Gm, Aa 
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you, I leave it to bereſolyed by the Colledg of 
arthuſians , who have made vowes never to eat 
fleſh. But I haye heard, the queſtion hath been 
debated among many great Clerks, and the 
{cem to differ about it ; yet molt agree that his 
tail is Fiſh : and if his body be Fiſh too, then I 
miy ſay, that a Fiſh will walk upon land, (for 
an Otrer does ſo) fomtimes five or 1x, or ten 
miles in anight. Bur (Sir) I can tell you cer. 
tainly, that he deyours much Fiſh, and kils and 
ſpoils much more then he eats : And I can tell 
ou, that this Dog-fi:her (for fo the Latins call 
him) can ſmell a Fiſh in the water an hundred 
yards from him (Geſzer ſays, much farther } 
and that his ſtones are good againſt the Falling. 
fickneſs:and that there is an herb Bemone,which 
being hung in a linnen cloth neara Fiſh-pond, 
or any haunt that he uſes, makes him to ayoid 
the place ; which proves he ſmell both by wa- 
terand land : and I can tell you there' is brave 
WJ hunting this Water-dog in Coravall, where 
W. there have been ſo many, 'that our Campdn 
ſaycs, there is a river called Orterſey, which 
was ſo named, by reafon of the abundance of 
Otters that bred and fed in it. | 
And thus much for my knowledge of the 
Otter, which you may now ſee aboye water at 
vent, and the dogs cloſc with him ; I now ſee 
he will not laſt long, follow therefore my Ma. 
4 ters, follow, for Sweethps was like to baye him 
at tlijs ycnt, E Ven, 


bas _ W,7 » Coe? 
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Ven. Oh me, all the Horſe are got oyer the 
River, what ſhall we do now ? ſhall we follow| 
them oyer the water > 

Huut, No, Sir,no,be not fo eager, ſtay a lit. 
tle and follow me, for both they and the dogs Ba 
w1ll be ſuddenly on' this fide again, I warrant 
you : and the Orrey too, it may bee : now haye 
athim with Klback, tor hee yents again. 

Ven. Marry ſo he is, for look he ycnts in that 
corner. Now, now Riygwood has him : now 
he's gone again, and has bit the poor dog. 
Now Sweetlps has her : hold her Siyeet/ips ! 
now: a:] the dogs haye her, ſome aboye and 
ſome under water ; but now, now ſhe's tyr'd, 
and paſt lofing : come bring him to me, 
Sweetl4ps. Look, 'tis a Bitch-Orter, and ſhe has 
lately whelp'd, let's go to the place where ſhe 
was p#t down, and not far from it you will find 
all her young ones, I dare warrant you, and | 
kill them all too. 

Hun'. Come, Gentlemen, come all, let's go 
to the place where we put down the Otter. Look 
you, hereabour it was that ſhe kenell'd ; look 
you, here it was indeed, for here's her youn 
ones, no leſs than five ; come let's kill them all. 

Piſc. No, I pray Sir, fave me one, and Tl 
try if I can make her tame, as I know an inge- 
nuous Gentleman in Lezceſter-ſhire (Mr, Nh. 
Seagreave) has done ; who hath not onely made 
her tame, but to catch Fiſh, and do many other | 
things of much pleaſure, Hunt. | 


oT) 


The CarMlath — a; 
Hunt. Take one with all my heart, but ler 
us kill the reſt. And now let's go to an honeſt 
: MAle-bouſe, where we may have a wy of good. 
Barley-wine, and fing Old Reſe, andall of usre- 

nt Joyce together. | 

Venat. Come my friend, P:ſcator, let mig in- 
vite you along with us ; I'll hear your charges 
ar Mebis __ and you ſhall bear mine to mor- 

row ; for my intention 1s to accompany you a 

day or two in Fiſhing. 

Piſc. Sir, your requeſt is granted, and I ſhall 
be right glad,both to exchange ſuch a caurteſie,. 
and alſo to enjoy your company. 

Venat. Well, now let's go to your ſport of. 
E Angling. 

Piſc. Let's be going with all my heart. God 
keep you all, Gentlemen, and ſend you meet. 
© this day with another Bitch-Otter, and kull her 

merrily, and all her young ones roo. 
- Ven. Now, Piſcator, where will you begin. - 
- WW tofiſh? 
« 


P;ſc. We are not yet-come ta a likely place, 
I muſt walk a mile farther yet before I begin, 
; Venat. Well then, I pray as we walktell me. 
| freely, how do you like mine Hoſte and the 
company ? is not mine Hoſte a witty: man ? 

Piſc. Sir , I will tell you preſently what [L 
think of your Hoſte ; bur firft I will relyou, L 
am plad theſe Orters were killed, and I am {or- 
ry there are. no more Ozer-killers : for l know 
E 2 that ' 
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will in time prove the deſtruCtion of all rivers ; 


and thoſe very few that are left that make con- 


{cience of the Laws of the Nation,and of keep- 
ing dayes of abſtinence, will be forced to eat 
fleſh, or ſuffer more inconyeniences than is yet 
foreleen. 

Venat. Why, Sir, what be thoſe that you call 
the Fence moneths ? 

Piſc. Sir, they be principally three, namely, 
e March, April and May, thele being the ulu- 
al moneths that Salmon come out of 8 {ea to 
ſpawn in molt freſh rivers,and their Fry would 
= a certain time return back to the falt wa- 
ter, if they were not hindred by weres and wn- 
lawful gins, which the greedy Fiſher-men ſet, 
and ſo deſtroy them by thouſands , as they 
would (being to taught by nature) change the 
freſh tor ſalt water. He that ſhall yiew the wile 
Statutes mace in the 13, cf Edw.the 1. and the 
like in Rich.the 11], may {ee leyeral proviſions 
made againſt the deſtruction of Fiſh : and 
though I profeſs no Knowledge of the Law, yet 


 TJamſute the regulation cf theſe defe&s might 


be eaſily mended, But I remember thata wiſe 
friend of mine did uſually ſay, That which #5 c- 
very bodies buſmeſſe 25 no bodies kuſmeſſe. If it were 
otherwiſe , there could not be ſo many Nets 


and'Fiſh that are under the Statute fize ſold | 
| daily - 
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dairy amongſt us, andof which the conſervators 
of the waters ſhould be aſhamed. 

But above all, the taking Fiſh in Spawning- 
time , may be ſaid to be againlt nature; it 1s 
like the taking the dam on the neſt when ſte 
hatches her young : a in ſo againſt nature, that 
Almighty God hath in holy Writ made a Law 
againit it, 

But the poor Fiſh have enemies enough be- 
{ide ſach unnatnral Fiſher-men, as namely the 
Orters that I ſpake of, the Cormorant, the Bit- 
zerne, the Osprey , the Seagull, the Herne, the 
King-fiſher , the Gorrara , the Pwet, the Swan, 
Gooſe, Ducks, and the Craber, which ſome call 
the Water-rat : againſt all which any honeſt 

man may make a juſt quarre], but I will nor, I 
will leave them to be quarrelled with, and kild 
by others ; for I am nor ofa cruel narure,I loye 
to kill nothing bur Fiſh, 

And now to your queſtion concerning your | 
Hoſte, to ſpeak truly, he is not ro mea good 
companion : for nk of his conceits were ej- 
ther Scripture jeſts , or laſciyious jeſts ; for 
which I count no man witty, for the Devil will 
help a man that way inclined to the firſt, and 
his own corrupt nature (which healwayes car- 


J. ries with him) ro the later. Buta companion 


that feaſts the company with witand z2'rth, and 
leaves out the fin (which is uſually mixt with 
them) he is the man ; and indeed ſuch a com- , 

E-2:;: panion 


ACE : - - 
WI I FIR EIS ork a EG ST ad 
” > ” A ” EO ERTST IN "wi 
EO ER > Ine Frere, => 2M 


- - 4 - : 
+. vid.-6 4 COT << oo SM 
ty Tab AT er. bt let 27, 
OY 10 Rs <p 8 OP; TR; 


TH DEE o> ca. # map > XA ET IE" 
” - © ec edeaegreodon — 


The Conoplete Anzley. 


panion ſhould have his ch irges born: and to- 


{uch company 1 hope to bring you this _ . 


' for at Trout-Hall, not far from this place,where 


I purpoſe to lodge to night, there is uſually an 
angler that proves good company : and let me 
tell you, good Rm and good diſcourſe are 
the very finews of vertne : but for ſuch ,dil. 
courſe as we heard laſt night, it infe&s others, 
the very boyes will learn to talk and ſwear as 
they heard mine Holt, and another of the com- 
pany that ſhall be nameleſs ; I am ſorry he is a 


Gentleman , for leſs Religion will not ſave 


their ſouls than a beggars ; Ithink more will 
be required at the laſt great day, Well, you 
know what Example is able to do, and I know 
whatthe Poet ayes inthe like cafe, which is 
worthy to be noted by all parents and people 
of civility : 
=== —— Many a one 
 Owes to his Comnntrey his Religion : 
And in another would as ſtrongly grow, 
Had but hu nurſe or mother taught him ſo. 


This is reaſon your into Verſe, and worthy the | 


conſideration of a wile man. But of this no 


- more, for though I loye civility, yet I hate ſe- 
_ -verecenſures : Tl ro my own art, and I doubt | 
not but at yonder tree I ſhall catch a Chub, and | 
then we'l turn to an honeſt cleanly Hoſteſs,that | 
I know right well, reſt our ſelyes there, and 
Venat. | 


dreſs it for our dinner, 


pu ©A% © JA# Fa, hay 


Venat. Oh Sir, a Chub is the worſt Fiſh 
that ſwimmes, I hoped for a Trozt to my din- 
ner, 
Piſc. Truſt me, Sir, there is not a likely place 
e MW fora Trout hereabout, and we ſtaid fo long to 
e I take our leave of your Huntſmen this morning, 
[- Þ that: the Sun is got fo high, and ſhines ſo clear, 
5, Þ thatTI will not undertake the catchino of a Trozxt 
SW till evening - and thongh a Chab be by you and 
- W many others reckoned the worft of fiſh, yet 
a I you ſhall ſeeTle make ita good Fiſh, by dref- 
c 8 finp it. 
| Pm Why, how will you dreſs him ? 
p Piſc. Ie tell you when I have caught him. 
\ & Look you here Sir, do you fee ? (but you muſt 
$ & ſtand very cloſe) there lye upon the top of the 
© IF water in this yery hole twenty Chads, ile catch 
_ only one, and thar ſhall be the biggeſtof them 
all : and tharI will do fo, He hold you twenty 
to one and you ſhall ſee it done. | 
Venat. I marry Sir, now you talk like an 
Artiſt, and Ile {ay you are one, when I ſhall ſee 
you perform what you ſay you can do; butT yet 
| doubt it. 
| - Piſc. You ſhall not doubt me long, for you 
 F ſhall fee me do irpreſently : look, the bipgeſt 
of theſe Chxbs tas had ſorne bruiſe upon his rail, 
by a Pike or ſore other accident,and that looks 
like a white ſpot ; that very (hbT mean to ptrt 
into your hands prefently; fit you but down in 
E 4 rhe 
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the ſhade, and ſtay but. a little while, and Tle 
warrant you Ile bring him to you. 

Venat. lle fit down and hope well, becauſe 

ou {ſeem to be {o confident. 

|  Piſc Look you Sir, there is a tryal of. my 
$kill, there he is, that yery Chxb that I ſhewed 
you with the white ſpot on his tail ; and Ile be 
as certain to make him a good diſh of meat, as 
I was to catch him. Ile now lead you to an 
honeſt Alehouſe where we ſhall find a cleanly 
room, Lavender in the windows, and twenty 


Ballads ſtuck about the wall ; there 'my Hoſtis | 


which I may tell you, is both cleanly, and 
handſome, and civil) hath dreſt many a one for 
me, and ſhall now drefle it after my | * axis 
I warrant it good meat. | 
Ven, Come Sir, with all my heart, for I be- 


gin to be hungry, andlong to be at it, and in- | 


ced to reſt my ſelf too ; for though I haye 
walk'd but four miles this morning, yet I be- 
gin to be weary 3 yelterdayes hunting hangs 
ſtil upon me. 

P:ſc. Well Sir, and you ſhall quickly be at 
reft, for yonder is the houſe I meanto bring 
you to. ' 

Come Hoſtis, how do you 2 Will you firſt 
give us a cup of your beft drink, and then drels 


this Chub, as you dreſt my laſt, when I and my | 
friend were here about eight or ten dayes ago? | 


but you muſt do me ane courtefic, it muſt be 


Il done inſtantly. | Hoſt 
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Hoſt. 1 will do it, Mr. P:ſcator,and with all 
the ſpeed I can. | 

P:ſc. Now Sir,has not my Hoſtis made haſt > * 
and does not the fiſh look lovely > _ 

Yen. Both, upon my word, Sir, and therefore 
lets ſay grace and fall to eating of it. 

Piſc. Wel Sir, how do you like it? 

Yen. Truſt me,'tis as good meat asI ever ta- 
ſted : now let me thank you for it, drink to you, 
and beg a courteſie of you ; but it muſt notbe 


| deny'd me. 


Piſc. What is it I pray Sir ? you are fo mo- 
deſt, that me thinks I may promiſe to grant it 
before it is ask'd. 

Ven. Why Sir, it is that from henceforth you 


| will allow me to call you aſter, and that re- 


ally I may be your Scholer, for you are ſuch a 
companion, and have ſo quickly canght, and 
ſo excellently cook'd this fiſh, as makes me am- 
bitious to be your {choler. | 
Piſc. Give me your hand; from this time for. 
ward I will be your Maſter, and teach you as 
much of this Art as Iam able ; and will, as you 
defire me, tell you ſomewhat of the nature of 


| moſt ofthe Fiſh that we are to Angle for, and 


Iam ſure 1 both can and will tell you more 
then any common evgler yet knowes. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. III. 


vel 

th1 

How to fiſh for, "and to dreſſe the Chavender lj all 
or Chub. 


LI Diſc. He Chub, though he eat well I te 
HEE k | thus dreſt, yet as he is uſually ÞW dc 


dreſt, he does not : he is object- I ly 
ed againſt, not only for being I ar 
full of ſmall forked bones, difperſt through all Þſ d: 
his body, but that he eats watriſh, and that ſ p 
the fleſh ofhim is not firm but ſhort and taſte- | n' 
lefle. The French eſteem him ſo mean, as to iſ b 
WM callhim Un:llar ; nevertheleſs he may beſo i b 
HRT dreſt as to make bim very good meat 3 as t] 
W. _ if he bea large Chub, then dreſs him Þſ y 
| THUS : 

|! Firſt ſcale him, and then waſh him clean, and il t 

| then take out his guts ; and to that end, make the hole ill 
a little and near to his ils as you may convemently, il # 
and +fptcially make clean his throat from the graſs | / 
wid weeds thas are uſnally in it (for if that 'be not il © 
wor yeleas, it will make him to tafle very ſour) ha- fl / 
[ 


ig ſo done, put ſome ſiveet herbs into his belly, and 
then tye hinz with two or three ſplinters to 4 FA and 
voſt him, bafted often with vinegar, or rather 
Ill  werjuice and butter, with good ſtore of ſalt mixt 
__ mithut, 

 Beingthus dreſt, you will find him a much 
better 


ot 
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better diſh of meat than you, or moſt folk, e- 
renthen Anglers themſelyes do imagine ; for 
this dries up the fluid watry humor with which 
all Chxbs do abound. 

Bur take this rule with you , That a Cheb 
newly taken and newly dreft, is fo much bet- 
ter than a Chas of a dayes keeping after heis 
dead, that I can compare him to nothing fo fit- 
ly as to Cherries newly gathercd from a tree, 
and others that haye been bruiſed and layen a 


Z day or two in water. Being thus uſed and dreſt 


preſently, and not waſht after he is gutted, (for 
note that lying long in water, and waſhin rhe 
blond out of the Fiſh after they be gutred, a- 
bates much of their ſweetneſſe} you will find 
the Chub tobe ſach meat as will recompence 


| your labour, 


: Or you may drefſe the Chavender or (hb 
rnus : 

When you have ſcaled him, and cnt off his tail . 
and fins, and waſhed him very clean, then chine or 
flit him through the middle, as a ſalt fiſh is uſually 
cnt, then pie him three or four cuts or ſcotches with 
your knife, and broil him on Char-cole or Wood 
cole that are free from ſmoke, and all the time he 1s 
troyling bafte him with the beſt ſyreer butter, and good 
ſtore of ſalt mixt withit ; andro this adde alittle 
Time cat exceetlino ſmall, or brmifed mto the but- 
rer. The Cheven thus dreft hath the watrie rafte 
taken away, for whick ſo many except apainſt 

| him, 


bim. Thus was the Cheyen dreſt that you like 


Into the Art of fiſhing by catching a Chub, for 


of a yard ſhort of the water, 


flies over him, and makes the leaſt ſhadow on 


© / emp EA ers 


ſo well, and commended ſo much. Burt notea 
gain, that if this Chub that you ace of had bee 
ept till ro morrow, he had not been worth 
ruſh. And remember that his throat be yer 
clean, I ſay very clean, and his bodie not waſkt 
after he is gutted. 
Wel Schojer, you fee what pains I haye ta. 
ken to recover the loſt credit of the poor deſpi. 
ſed Chxb. And now I will give you fome rule 


how to catch him ; andIamglad to enter you 


there is no fiſh better to enter a young Angler, 
he is ſocafily caught, but then it muſt be this 
particular way. | 
Goto the fame hole in which I caught my 
Chub, where, in moſt hot daies you will find 1 
dozen or twenty Chevens floting near the top 
of the water, get two or three Graſhoppers as 
ou po over the meadow, and get ſecretly be- 
ind the tree, and ſtand as free from motion as ol 
is poſſtble, rhen put a Graſhopper on your 
hook , and let your hook hang a quarter 
ro which 
end you mult reſt your rod on ſome bough of 
the tree, and it is likely the Chubs will ſink 
down towards the: bottom of the water at the 
ſhadow of your Rod, (for a Chub is the fear- 
fulleſt of fiſhes,) and will do ſo if but a bird 


the 
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e water : but they will preſently riſe op to. 
MWhe top again, and there lie ſoaring till ſome 
thMbadow affrights them again : when they lie 
pon the wy of the water, look out the beſt 

bub, which-you ſetting your ſelf ina fit place, 
may very eaſily {ec,and move your Rod as ſoft- 
yas a Snaile moves, to that Chub you intend 
ocatch ; ler your bait fall gently upon the wa- 
er three or four inches before him, and he will 
nfallibly take the bait, and you will be as ſure 
o catch him: forhe is one of the leather- 
mouth'd Fiſhes, of which a hook does ſcarce 
yer loſe his hold : and therefore give him play 
-nough before you offer to take him out of the 
water. Go your way preſently, take my rod, - 
and do as I bid you, andI will fit down and 
mend my tackling till you return back. 

Ven. Truly, my loving Maſter, you have of- 
.Wfered me as faire as I could wiſh. lego and 
obſerve your dire&ions, 

Look you, Maſter, what I have done, that 
which joies my heart, caught juſt ſuch another 
Chub as yours was. 

P:ſc. Marrie, and I am glad of it : Iam like 
to have a towardly Scholer of you. I now ſee, 
that with advice and practice you will make an 
Angle in a ſhort time. Haye buta loyeto it 
and ile warrant you. 

Venat. But Maſter, What if I could not bavye 
tound a Graſhopper ? 
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Piſc. Then may tell you, that a black ſnail. 
with his belly flit,to ſhew his white ; or a. piece 
of ſoft cheeſe will uſually do as well : nay,lome- 
times a worm, Or any kind of fly, as the 41t-fly, | 
the Fleſ-fly or Wall-fly, or the Dor or Beetle, * 

(which you may find under a Cow-turd). or a 

' Bob, which you will find in the ſame place, 
and in time will be a Beetle, it is a ſhort white 
worm, like to, and bigger then a Gentle, or a 
Cod-worm, or a Caſe-worm, any of theſe will do 5 
very well to Fiſh in ſuch a manner. And after 
this manner you may catch 4 Trout in.a hot e- 
vening : when as you walk by a Brook, and 
ſhall tee or hear him leap at flies, then if you (- 
ger. 4 Graſhopper, put it on your hook, with 
our line about two.yards long, ſtanding be- 
Linde a buſh or tree where his hole is,and make ] 
your bait ſtir up and down on the top of the 
water z. you may, if you ſtand cloſe he ſure of 
a bit, bur not ſure to catch him, for he is not 
a leather-mouthed Fiſh : and after this manner 
ou may Fiſh for him with almoſt any kind of ' 
live flie, but eſpecially with a Graſbopper. 

Yenat. But before you go further, I pray 
ogod. Maſter, what mean you by a leather- 
 mouthed Fiſh ? | 

Piſc. By aleather-mouthed Fiſh,I mean ſuch 
as have their teeth in their throat, as the (Jab 
or Cheven, and fo the Barbel, the Gudgeon and 
(arp, and divers others haye ; and. the hook. } 

being 


.{cing ſtuck into the leather or Skin of- ſuch Fiſh 

Woes very ſeldom or neyer loſe its hold : Bur 
on the contrary, a Pike, a Pearch or Troaut, and 
ſo ſome other Fiſh which have not their teeth 
in their throats, bur in their monthes, (which 
you ſhall obſerve to be very full of bones, and 
he skin very thin, and little of it:) Ifay, of 
theſe Fiſh the hook never takes ſo {ure hold, 
but you often loſe the Fiſh unleſs be have 
gorg'dit, 

Yen, Ithank you good Maſter for this gbſer- 
vation ; but now what ſhall be done with my 
1 0 cb» or Cheven,that I have caught ? 
0H Pic. Marrie Sir, it ſhall be given away to 
h ſome poor body, for Ile warrant you lle give 
' youa Troxt for your ſupper : and it is good be- 


vi ginning of your Art to offer your firſt fruits to. 
v the poor,who will both thank God and you for 


ei which I ſeo by your filence you ſeem. to 
”* conſent to. And for your willingneſs to part - 
with it ſo charitably,I will alſo teach you more 
q concerning Chub-Fiſhing : you are to note, 
"" I thatin March and April be is uſually taken 
with wormes ; in ay, and 7ave and 7atly he 
be will bite at any fly, or at cherries, or at Bee- 
les with their legs and wings cut off, or at apy 
kind of Snazl, or at the black Bee that breeds in 
clay walls ; and he never refuſes a Graſhopper 
onthe top of a {wift ſtream, nor at the bottom 

the young humble-bee that breeds in long grafſe, 
_ and 
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and are ordinarily found by the Mower of ir, ſ n 
In Azguſt, and in the cooler moneths a yellow 
Paſte made of the rin Jar cheele, and pound. 

ed in a Morter with a little butter and ſaffron il 0! 
(fo much of it as being beaten ſmall will tura I © 
it to a lemmon colour. And ſome make a pafte I { 


for the Winter moneths, at which time the ll ir 
Chub is accounted beſt (for then it is obſeryed, Il ©: 
that the forked bones are loſt or turned into a i be 
kind of griſtle, (eſpecially if he be baked) with p 
a paſte made of cheeſe and Turpentine ; he will 

bite alſo at a Minnow or Penk as a Trout will: Bl 1i 
of which I ſhall tell you more hereafter, and at fa 


 diversother baits. But take this for a rule,that I V 


in hot weather he is to be fiſht for towards  w 
the mid-water, or nearer the top ; and in col. 8 1 
der weather nearer the bottom. And if you ol 
Fiſh for him on the top, with a Bectle or any hi 
fly, then be ſure to let your line be very long, I ti 
and to keep out of ſight, And having told 
ou that his Spawne is excellent, and thar the 
fra of a laroe Chevyen, the throat beino well 
waſht is the Teſt part of him, I will ſay no 
more of this Fiſhat the preſent,” but wiſh you 
may catch the next you Fiſh for. _ = 
And now my next obſetyation and-dire&ion 
ſhall be concerning the Trozr (which love to 
2ngle for aboye any Fiſh) but leſt you may 
W. e me toonice in urging to haye the Chub 
ek fo preſently after he is taken, I will _ 
4 | men 
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mend to your conſideration how -curious for- 
mer times haye been in the like _ 
You ſhall read in Seneca his Nutural Queſti- 

ohs (Lib. 3.cap.17.) that the Aticterits were ſo 
curious in the newnels of their Fiſh, that that 
ſcemed not new enough that was not pur alive 
into the gueſts hand ; and he faies that to thar 
end, they did uſijally keep them living in glaſs= 
bottels in their Dining rooms ; and they did 
plory much in their entertaining of friends ro 

ave that Fiſh taken from under their table a- 
live, that was inſtantly to.be fed upon. And he 
faies, they took a great pleaſure 'to ſee their 
Mullets change to leyerall colours when: th 
wergfying. Butenough of this, for I doubt 
I have ftayed too long from giving you ſome 
obſeryations of the Troxt, and how to Fiſh for 
him, which ſhall take up the next of my ſpare 
time, | 


\ 
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CHAP. Iv. 
Obſervations of the natwreand breeding of || © 


the Trout, and how to Fiſh for him.. And 
the Milk- maids Song. 


Paſo; - + He Trornt is a Fiſh highly va- 4 
zh laed, both in this and torraion Þ - 


Nations ; he niay be Joftly 
a 


| . faid, (asthe old Poets faid of || , 

Wine, and we Engliſh ſay of Veniſon) to be 2. ſh , 
enerous Fiſh : a Fiſh thatis ſo like the Back, Þ . 
= he alſo has his ſeaſons, for it is obſerycd, n 
that he comes in and goes out of ſeaſon with the I | 
Stag and . Byck, Geſner faies, his name is of a I x 


Germane off-ſpring, and faies, he is a Fiſh that 
feeds clean wi. purely, in the ſwifteft ſtreams, I | 
and on the hardeſt erayel; and that he may 
juſtly contend with all freſh water-Fiſh, as the 
Mullet may with all Sea-Fiſh for precedencie 
and daintineſs of taſte, and that being in right 
ſeaſon, the moſt dainty palates have allowed 
precedencie to him. 

And before go farther in my Diſcourſe, let 
me tell you, that you are to oblerve, that as 
there be ſome barren Does, that are good in 
Summer, ſo there be ſome barren Trowmts that 
are good in winter ; but there are not many 
that are ſo, for uſually they be in their pcr- 
EE a tection 
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' Þ rivers, ſpecially that relate to, or be near to ''Þ 
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fection in the moneth of May, and decling 
with the Buck, Now you are to take notice, 
that in ſeyerall Countries, as in- Germany and 
in other parts, compar'd to ours, Fiſh. do. differ. 
much in their bignefſe, and ſhape, and others 
waiesz- dhd ſo do: Trexmrs; it is well known 
that in the Lake Lemon, (the Lake of Geneva, ) 
there are Tronts taken of three Cubits long, as 
is affirmed by Gefer, a Writer of- good credit : 
and Mercator {aies, the Troxts that are taken iti 
the Lake of Geneva, are a great part of the 
Merchandize of that famous City. - And you 
are further to know, that there be: certain wa= 
ters: that breed Trozrs, remarkable, both for 
their number and ſmalneſs. IL know a little 
Brook in Kent that breeds them to a riumbetr 
incredible, and you may take then twentie: or 
fortie in an hour, butnone greater then about ” 
the ſize of a Gudgion: There are alſo in divers 


the Sea, (as Wincheſter, or the Thames about © 


| Wwidfor) 2 little Tromr called a Satlert or Skeg- 


ger Trot (in both which plates I have caught 
tweiitie of fortieat a ſtanding) that will bite 
as faſt and as freely as Minnowes 3 thele be by 
ſome taken to be young Simons, but in thole . 
waters they never grow to- be bigger then 2 


Herring. 


There is alſoin Kem; near to Canetbuyy, 4 
tront, (called there a Fordidge tromt) a trout (that 
| F 2 bares 
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bears the name of the Town where it is uſually 
canght) that is accounted the rareſt of Fiſh, ma- 
ny of them near the bigneſs of a Salmon, but 
known by their different colour, and in their | 
beſt ſeaſon cut very white ; and none of theſe 
have been knownto be caught with an. Angle, 
unleſs it were one that was caught by Sir George 
Haſtings, (an excellent Angler, a9 now with 
God) and he hath told bag, thought that rrout 
bit not for hunger,but wantonneſs; and it is the 
rather to be led areafo both he then, and 
many others before him,have bcen cur.ous to 
{earch into their bellies, what the food was by 
which they lived ; and have found out no- 
Sing by which they might fatisfe their curio- 
itie, | 

Concerning which you are to take'notice, 
that it is reported by good Authors, that there 
is a Fiſh that hath nor any mouth, but lives by 
taking breath by the porings of her Gills, and 
feeds and is nouriſhed by no man knows what ; 
and this may be belieyed of the Fordidge trowt, 
which (as it is ſaid of the Stork, that he knows 
his ſeaſon, fo he) knows his times, (TI think al- 
moſt his day ) of coming firſt into that River 
out of the Sea, where he lives (and it 1s like, 
feeds ) nine moneths of the Year, and about 
three in the River of Fordidye, ' And you are to 
note, that the 'Townſmen are , very punRual in 
obſerving the very time of beginning to oy 
| or 
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for them ; and boaſt much that their River af- 
fords a Trout that exceeds all others. And juſt 
ſo doth Sex boaſt of ſeveral Fiſh, as namely a 
Shelſey Cockle, a Chicheſter Lobſter, an Arundel 
Aullet, and an Amerly Tront. 

And now for {ome confirmation of the For. 
4idge Trout , you are to know that this Trout 
is thoughc to cart nothing inthe freſt water ; 
and it niay be the better believed, becaule ir js 
well known that Swallows which are not ſeen to 
fliein Eng/and for fix moneths inthe Year, (but 
about Michaelmas leave us for a hotter Cli- 
mate ;) yet ſome of them thar haye | ,,,_ .. 
been left behind their fellows , haye Fra.Zacon 
been found (many thouſands ata time) 77 599- 
in hollow trees, where they haye been obſer- 
ved to live and ſleep out the whole Winter 
without meat ; and {ſo A#ertus obſerves that 
there is one kind of Frog that hath Le: 
mouth naturally ſhut up about the end woke. 
of Auguſt, and that ſhelives ſo all the + 
Winter, and though it be ſtrange to ſome, yer 
it is known to too many among us to be 
doubted. _Y 

And ſo mnch for theſe Fordidge trouts, which 
never aftord an angler ſport , bur either live 
their time of being in the freſh water by their 
meat formerly gotten in the Sea, (not un ike 
the Swallow or Frog) or by the vertuc of the 
freſh water onely ; or as the birds of Paradiſ:, 
3 aud 
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the ayre. - | 
There ts aHoin Northumberland a traxt called | 
a Bull-trout, of amuch greater length and big. 
neſs than any in theſe Southern parts : and ; 
theres in trany Rivers that relate to the Sea 
Salmon-tromts, as much different from others, 
both in ſhape and in their ſpots, as we fee ſheep 
differ one from another in their ſhape and big- 
nels, and in the fineneſs of their wool : and 
certainly, as ſome paſtures do breed larger 
ſheep, ſo do fome Rivers, by reaſon of the 
ground over which they run, breed larger 
fronts. 
Now the nextthing thar I will commend to 
your conſideration is,thatthe-rroxt is of a more 
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fadden growth than other Fiſh : concerning 


which youarealſo totake notice, that he lives 
not {o long as the Pearch and divers other Fi- 
Tthes do, as Sir Frances Bacon hath obſeryed in 
his Hiſtorte of Life and Death. 

. And next you areto take notice, .that he is 
not like the Crocadile, which ihe lives never {0 
long, yet alwayes thrives till his death : -but 
*tis not ſo with the Trout, for after he'is .come 
to his full growth, he declines in his body, but 
kee his bi neſs, or thrives onely in his head 
till his death. And youare to know, that he 
will about (eſpecially before) the time of his 
Spawning, get almoſt miraculouſly through 

; EE - Weires 
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through fuch hig 
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ates againſt the ſtream, even 
and twjft places as is almoſt 
incredible. Next , that :'* Trout ulually 
Spawns about October or November, bur in 
{ome Riyers a litte ſooner'or latter 3 which 1s 
the more obſeryable, becauſe moſt other fiſh 
Spawne in the Spring or Summer, when tþ 
Sun hath warmed both the earth and water, 
and made it fit for generation. And you are 
to note, that he continues many moneths out of 
ſeaſon ; for it may be obſerved of the Trout, 
that be 1s like the Buck or the Oxe, that will 
not be fat ja many months, though he $ in the 


Wires and Flogd- 


very fame paſtures that horſes do which will be 
far inonejmonth ; andfo you may obſerve,that 


moſt other Fiſhes recoyer ſtrength, and grow 
. Jooner fat and in ſeafon then the Trout doth. 


And next, you are to note, that till the Sun 
gets to ſuch a heightas to warm the earth and 
the water, the Tat is ſick, and lean, and low- 
fie, and unwholſom : for you Jaallin printer 
find him to haye a .big hcad, and then-to be 
lank, and rbin, and lean ; at which time many 
of them haye ſticking on xhem Sugs, or Trqxt 
lice, which isa kind of a warm, in Tae Ike a 
clove. or pin, witha big head, and ticks cloſe 
to him and ſucks, his moiſture ; thaſel think 
the Trout breeds hifnſelf, and neyer thrives till 
he free himſelf from them, which is till warm 
weather comes, and then as.he growes ſtronger, 

| F4 he 
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Complete Aneler, 
he gets from the dead, ſtill warer,into the ſha 
ſtreams, and the grayel, and there rubs off thele 
worms or lice, and then as he grows ſtronger, 
1197] fohegets himinto ſwifter and twifter ſtreames, Þ ar 
$179. andthereliesat the watch forany flie or Min-fſl cc 
1! now that comes near to him ; and he eſpecial- { 
=; ly loves the eMay-flie which is bred of theÞ le 
11 j (64 -worm Or Caadass ; and theſe make the trout Þ n 
#1 1h old and luſtie, and he is uſually fatrer and bet-Þ n 
ter meat at the end of that month, then at any Þ w 
time ofthe year. t 
_ Now youare to know, that it is obſerved, ÞÞ t: 
077  rhatuſually the beſt rroprs are either red or yel-M þ 
WI] low, though fome (as the Fordidg Trom ) bell e 
W'! whiteandyetgood ; but that is not uſuall : 
and it 15 a note obſeryable,that the female Trout 
hath uſually a leſſe head,and a deeper body then 
the male Troxt ; and is uſually the better meat: | 
and note that a hog angry little head to any 
fiſh, either Trout, Salmon, or other fiſh, is a ſign 
that that fiſh is in ſeaſon. | Tp 
But yet you are to note, that as you ſee ſome 
Wilows or Palm trees bud and bloſſom ſooner 
then others do,ſo ſome Trouts be in ſome riyers 
ſooner in ſeaſon ; and as ſome Hollys or Oaks Þ | 
are longer before they caſt their leaves, ſo arc} 
{ome Trouts in ſome Rivers longer before they Þ 
go out of ſeaſon. | 
And you are tonote, that there are feyerall 
kinds of Trouts, though they all go under that 
WEN wy 
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oenerall name : juſt as there be tame and wild 


| <Pigeons, and of tame there be al £3 (arryers, 
 Rants,(and too many to name) which all differ, 


and ſo do Troxts in their bignefle, ſhape and 
colour ; the great KentFfh Hens may be an in- 
ſtance compared to other Hens. And doubt- 
lefle there is a kind of ſmall Trout, which will 
never thrive to be big, that breeds very many 
more then others do that be of a larger ſize ; 
which you may rather believe, if you conſider 


' that the little Wren and Tirmouſe will have 


twentie young ta time, when uſually the no- 
ble Hawk, or the Muſical Thraſſel or Black-bird 
exceed not four or five, | 

And now I ſhall trie my $kill to catch a 
Trout, and at my next walking either this e- 
vening,or to morrow morning I-will give you 


| dire&ion how you your ſelf ſhall fiſh for him, 


\ Venat.Truſt me, Maſter, I ſee now it is a 
harder matter to catch a troxt then a Chub : for 
I have put on patience, and followed you this 
two hours, and'not ſeen a Fiſh ſtir, neither at 

your Minnow nor your Worm, | 
"Piſce. Well Scholer, you muſt indure worſe 
Inck ſometime, or you will never make a good 
Angler. But what ſay you now ? there is a 
trout now, and a good -one too, if I can but 
hold him, and two or three turnes more will 
tire him : Now you ſee he lies ſtill, and the 
leight is to land him ; Reach me that Lond- 
ing 


THC COmpiere Anere 
ing Net : So (Sir) now he is mine own, 
what fay you now ? is not this worth all 
my labour and your patience ? 
Venat. On my word Maſcer, this is a gallant 
$19. Trozt,what ſhall wedogith him ? 
FI! Piſc. Marrie cen cathim to ſupper: We 
($i 008 g0 tomy Hoſtis, from whence we came ; ſhe 
rold me, as I was going out of door, that my 
brotherPerer,a goodAngler and a chearful com- 
panion, had ſent word he would lodge there to 
night, and bring a friend with him. My Ho- 
{ris has two A and Iknow you and I may 
haye the beſt: we'l rejoice with my.brother 
Peter and his friend, rell tales, or ſing Ballads, Þ ;, 
or makea,Catch, or tind ſome harmeleſſe ſport 
to contentus, and paſle away a little time with. i 
ont ag de or map "fpy mL 
Venat. A match, good Maſter, lets go to that \ 
haale: for cheligncs logs wh ſmells of + 
Lavender, and Ilong to licina pair of ſheets Þ 1 
that {mel ſo : lets fe goings good Maſter, forlÞ y 
am hupprie again with fiſhing. £ 
Piſc. Nay, ſtay a little, good. Seholer, IN t 
caught my laſt Trout with a Worm, nowd will 
-putona-Minow and. trie a quariregy ap jbour x 
About yonder trees for another, and .fo walkW - 
towards our lodging. Loak you, Scholer, 
thereabopt we ſha haye a bit preſently, of 
potat all: Have with you (Sir.!) qn my word 
TL haye him. Oh it is a great loggerheaded 


Chub; 
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Chub ; Come, hang him - upon that Willow 
twig, and lets be going, But turn out of the 
way a little, good Scholer, towards yonder 
high hedg.: We'll it whilſt this ſhowre falls ſo 
gently upon the teeming earth, and gives yet 
a ſweeter {mell to the loyely flowers that adorn 
theſe yerdant Meadowes. 
Look, under that broad Beech-tree, I fate 


| down when T was laſt this way a &ſhing, and 


the birds in the adjoining Grove 1eemed to 
have a friendly contention with an Eccho, with 
an Eccho whoſe dead voice ſeemed to live ina 
hollow-cave, near to the brow of that Prim- 
roſe-hill, there I-fate viewing the f1lyer-ſtreams 

lide filently. towards their center, the tempe- 
| w58 Sea : yet ſometimes oppoſed by rugged 
roots, and -pibble ftones, which broke their 
waves, and turned them into foam : and ſame- 


times I beguil'd time by viewing the harmleſs 


Lambs,ſomeleaping ſecurely inthe cool ſhade, . 
whilſt others {j ©. themſelves in the chear- 


tul Sun : .and-faw others.craving comfort from 
| the {woln Udders of their bleating Dams. 


As1 thus:ſate theſe and other {ights had ſo-fully 
pofſeſt my ſfoul-with content, . 69 I thought as 


-the Poetihas:happily expreſt it : 


1 was for that time hfied above earyh 3 
And peſſeſt joies not promis d any birth. 
As Tleft rhis place, andentered.into the next 
held, a.ſecond pleaſure entertained me, 'twas 
6 
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a handſom milk-maid, that had caſt away al 
care, and ſung like a Nightingale; her yoic 
was good, and the Ditty fitted for it, 'twas tha 
{ſmooth fong which was made by K5:, Mary, 
now at leaſt fiftie years ago : and the Milk. 
maids Mother ſuag an anſwer to it, which waz 
made by Sir Walter Raleigh in his younger 
dies. | 

They were old faſhioned Poetrie,but choice. 
ly good, Ithink much better then the tron 
lines that are now in faſhion in this critical 
age. Look yonder, on my word, yonder they | 
'be both a milking again, I will give her the 
Chub, and perſwade them to ſing thoſe two 
ſongs to us. | 
God ſpeccd good woman, I have been a 
Fiſhing, and am going to Bleak-Hall to m 
bed, and having caught more Fiſh then wil 
ſup my ſelfand my friend, I will beſtow this 
-npon you and your daughter, for I ule to {ell 
none. - 
' e Mihkw. Marrie God requite you Sir, and 
wel eat it chearfully : and if you come this 
way a Fiſhing two moneths hence, a grace of 
God Ile give you a Sillibub of new Verjuice, 
in a new made Hay-cock for it, and my and- 
bn ſhall ſing you one of her beſt Ballads, for ſhe 
and I both loveall -4nglers, they be ſuch ho- | 
neſt, civil, quiet men ; in the mean time will 
ou drink a draught of Red Cowes milk,you ſhall 
- hk it freely, = 
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7 
Piſc. No, I thank you, bur I pray do'usa 
courteſie that ſhall ſtand you and your Ka 


The Complete _—— _ 


ter in nothing, and we will think our ſelves ſtill 
ſomething in your de bt ; it is but to ling us a 
Song, that was ſung by you and your daughter, 
whenT laſt paſt over this Meadow, about eight 
or nine daies 4ince. Ko 
eMik. What Song was 1t, I pray ? was it, 
(ome ſrepheards deck, your hearas, or, As at ngon 
Dulcina reſted ; or Philida floxts ze, or Chevie 


| Chale ? 


Piſc. No, it is none of thoſe : it is a Song 
that your daughter ſung the firſt part, and you 
ſung the anſwer to it. : 

MCilk. O 1lknow it now, Ilearn'd the-firſt 
part in my golden age, when TI was about the 
age of my poor daughter 3 and the latter pert, 
which indeed firs me beſt now, but two or 
three years ago, when the cares of the world 
began to take hold of me : but you ſhall, God | 
willing , hear them both, and"lung as well as 
we can, for we both loye Anglers. Come 
Maxdlin, ſing the firſt part to the Gentlemen 
with a merrie heart, and Ile ſing the ſecond 


when you haye done. | 
The Milk-maids Song. 
Come live with me and be my Love, 


e-Tnd we will all the pheaſures prove 
| That 
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The Complete Anzle, 
That valleys, groves, or hills, or fields, 
Or woods and fteepy monntains yeelds. 


Where we will fit 4pon the rocks, 


eTnd ſee the Shepherds feed our flocks, 


By ſhallow rivers, to whoſe falls 
eMellodions birds ſing madrigals. 


e7nd 1 will make thee beds of Roſes, 


' And then a thouſand fragrant Poſies, 


A cap of Flewers, and a Kirtle 
Imbroyaered all with leaves of Mirtle. 


eA Gown made of the fineſt wool 
Which from our pretty Lambs we pull ; 
Shlppers lin'd choicely for the cold, 


* With backles of the pureſt gold. 


eA Belt of Straw and Iwye-buds, x 
With Coral clas and Zmber fie : 


| Andif theſe pleaſures may thee muve, 
(ome live with me and be my Love. 


Thy fibver diſhes ef meat, 
s 


As precious as the gods do eat, 
Shall on an Ivory table be | 
Prepar'd each day for thee and mt. - 


The Shepherds Swains ſhall dante and ſing 
, For thy delight each May morning ; = 


If theſe dehyghts thy niina may moe; - 
on live with me atid be #y Lov. ' 


Yenat. Truft me, Maſter, it is 2 clidice Song, 
and ſweetly ſung by honeſt 27am),  Trow 
ſee it was not without cauſe that our 560d 
Queen El7abeth did fo often wiſh het felf a 
Milk-maid all the moneth of May, becauſe 
they are not troubled with cares, but hng 
ſwcetly all the day, and fleep fecurely all the 

| night : and without doubt hoheft, innocenc, 
Þ pretty Manadln does ſo. T le beſtow: Sir Thomas 
Overbury's Milk-maids wiſh upon her, Thar ſhe 
may dye mm the Spring, aid have good ſtore of flopers 
ſtuck round abont her winding-fheer. © 


The Milk-maids Mothers Anſwer, 


If all the world and Lowe were young, 
And truth it every Shepherds tongue, 
Theſe pretty pleaſures might mt move 
To live with thee and be thy Love. 


But time drives flocks from field ro foldl 

When rivers rage, ahd rocks grow coll, 
Ard Philomel becometh dnmnb, | 
The Reſt edniplains of cares to come. 


The flowers to fade, #nd wamou field; 
To wayward Winter reckoning yeelds. 
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2 honey tongue, a heart of gall, 
1s fancies fprmg, but ſorrows fall. 
| : = F 
| gowns, thy ſbooes, thy beds of roſes, t 
by cap, thy kirile, and thy poſies, 
Soon break, ſoon wither, ſoon forgotten, 
In folly ripe, m reaſon rotten. 
Thy Belt of Straw and Ivyye-buds, , 
hy Coral clasþs and Amber ſtuds, 
eAll theſe in me no means can move 
To come to thee and be thy Love. ; 
What ſhould we talk of dainties then, 
Of better meat thar's fit for men ? 
Theſe are but vain : that's onely good 
Which God hath bleſt, and ſent for food. * 
But could Youth laſt, and love flill breed, : he 
Hadjoyes no date, nor age no need * 


Then thoſe delights my mind might move, 
| To live with thee and be thy Love. 


Piſc. Well ſung, good Woman, I thank you, 
PFle give you —_— diſh of Fiſh one of thetc 
dayes,and then beg another Song of you. Come 
Scholer, let e Mandbn alone, ds not you offer 
to ſpoil her voice. Look, yonder comes tnine 
Hoſteſs to call us to ſupper. How now ? is my 
brother Pezer come ?. 

Hoſt 


c ” 
o4. 4 aw” 


.” Hoſt. Yes, anda friend with, him, they are 
both glad to hear" you are in"thele 'parts, and 
long to ſee you, 'and are hungrie, and long to 
be at ſupper. 


et AE OOO IST. -.- ---- 2; 


.CHADP. V. 


More directions how to fiſh fr, and how to 
make for the Trout an artificial Minnow 
and Fly ; and ſome merriment. 


Piſc. WEI! met Brother Petey, I 
VV heard you and a friend 
OY would lodge here to night, 


- -and that hath made me and 
my friend caſt to-Jodge here too : My friend is 
onethat would fajn be'a brother of the angle, 
he hath been an angler but this day, 'and I haye 
taught him how to catch a Chub by daping with - 
2 Graſhopper, and he hath caught lnftie one of 
ninetcep inches long. But, I pray Brother,wha 
iSitthat is your companion? V2 

Peter. Brother Piſcator;' my friend's an ho- 
neſt Countrie-man, -'and his name is Coridon, a 
 {noſt downright ,: wittie ; ' merrie companion 
hat met me here. purpoſely to eata- rrowt, and 
to'be:'pleaſant, and'1 have not yet wet m 
ine fire £ came from home : but 1 will 
it him to © morrow |'with a ror for - his - 

_ G _._ break- 
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| brake, if the 
ſo long. ,for look YOu, 


de eter be any thing like, 
Piſc. Nay, bro wig i ſhall not delay him 


erel1s a Trot 


w_ £1 fix [2 WFYS bellies, $9 -flolteh 
dreſs it preſently,.and get us what other meat 
the ho! 
beſt Barley-wine, wal, liquor that our ho- 
neſt Foretathers did uf e <. drink of which pre- 
ſerved their health, and made them live ſo long, 
and to do fo, many g ood deeds, 
Peter, On my —_ this. Trow is is- perfet 
ſeaſon. Come, I thank you, and bere is a hearty 
draught to'you, andto all the brothers. of the 
Angle whereſoeyer they bes. and to my. Out 
brothers good fortune to morrow : Lwi 
niſh him with a Rod, ify you w will furniſh es 
with the reſt of the Tackling g, we willſethin 
np and make him a Fiſher, * 
And I will tell hina one ghing for his incop 
Oy OE Tags oy ory ragement 


4 


e will afford, an nite us ſome of your, 


—_ 


'f 
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The Complete Angler. 7 
ragement, that his fortune hath made him hap« 
pie to bea Scholer to 'ſucha Maſterz, a Miſter 
that knows as much both of the nature and 
breeding of fiſh as any man: and can alfo tell 
him as well how to catch and cook them, fram 
the 24:nnow to the Salmon, as any that I ever 
met withall, | 


EE PE 
Piſc. Truſt me , brother Peter, 1 find my 
Scholer to beſo ſutable to.my_ own humur, 
. p Te? . 11% { SLUT! Zhnowh 
which is to be free and pleaſant, and _ciyilly 
merrie, that my reſolution is to hide TONE | 
that I know from him.. Believe me, Scholes, 
this is my reſolution ; and ſo here's to, you a 
hearty draught, and to all that loye us, and the 
honeſt Artof Angling.,.,. 0 : . 
_ Ven. Truſt me, good Maſter, you ſhall not 
ſow your ſeed in barren ground, for I hope ta 
return you an increaſe anſ{werable_ tro your 
hopes ; ba however you ſhall find me obedi- 
ent, and thankful, and ſerviceable to my beſt 
4 | abilitie, - | EI . 
8 Piſc. /Tis enough, honeft Scholer , come 
he lets to ſupper. Come my friend (oridon _—_ 
ng 7ro#t looks lovely, it was twentie two ,inches 
x- | when it was taken, and the belly, of it looked 
mY ſome part of itas yellow as a Marigold, and 
im | part of it as white as a lilly, and yerane thinks 
" Þ it looks, better in this good ſawce. 1 
(or, Indeed honeſt friend, it looks well, and 
taſtes well; I thank you for ir, and ſo does, my! 
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friend Peter, or elſe he is to blame. 

Per. Yes, and ſo I do, we all thank you, and 

when we have ſupt,I will get my friend C oridm 
to ſing youa Song for requital. 
Cor. 1 will finga ſong ifany body will ſing 
another ; elſe, to be plain with you, 7 wil ſong 
yore : T am none of thoſe that ſing for meat, but 
for companie : I ſay, *Tis merrie is Hall, whey 
wen ſing all. 

P:ſc. T'] promiſe you I'l ſing a ſong that was 
lately made at my requeſt by Mr. Wilians Baſs 
one that hath made the choice Songs of the | 
Hunter i his careere, and of Tom of Bedlam, and 
many others of note ; and this that I will ſing is 
in praiſe of Angling. = 

Cor. And then mine ſhall be the praiſe of a 
Countrie mans life : What will the reſt ſing 
of ? | | 
Pet. Twill promiſe you I will ſing another 

Song in praiſe of Angling to morrow night, 
for we will not part lf then, but Fiſh to mor- 
row, and ſup tpgether, and the next day eyery 
man leave Fiſhing, and fall to his bufinefle. | 

Venat. Tis a match, andI will provide you 
a Song or a Catch againſt then too, which 
ſhall give ſome addition of mirth to the com- 
pany ; for we will be civil and merrie too. 

Piſc. *Tis a match my Maſters, lets ev'n fay 
Grace, and turn to the fre, drink the other 
cup to wet our whiſtles, and ſo ſing away all 


fad thoughts, *; Come 


the Complere Angle, 5 
Come on my Maſters, who begins? I think | 


it is beſt ro draw cuts, and ayoid contention, 


Pet. It is a match, Look, the ſhorteſt cur fals 


to ( oridon. 


Cor. Well then, I will begin, for | hate con- 


tention, 


CORIDONS Song, 


Oh the ſweet contentment 
The contttry man doth find ! 
high trolelkie lollie loe 
high trololhe lee, 
That quiet contemplation 
poſſeſſeth all my mind : 
Then care away ; 
and wend along with me, 


For Conrts are full of flattery 
As hath too oft beentri d ; 
high trololhe lollie lse, &'c. 
The City full of wantonneſſe, = 
and both are full of priac : De 
Then care away , &Cc. | 


But oh the honeſt tonntry man 
Speaks truly from his heart 
 hightrololhe lollie loe, Fe. 
Hu pride i in hs tillage g 
his horſes and his Cart : 
Then care away, SCC. 
G3 
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i io 


Ut e Angler 
; Gow cleathin is res ſheep Shins , 
Gr, ruſſe et hoy our wives , 
We h trololbe lollic boe, &c. 
"Tis hind and not gay clathing 
that doth prolong our loves : 
\©"” Then care away, &C. 


' The ploughman, though he labor hard, 
Tet on the Holy-Day, 

high trolollee lollie , &. 
NoEmperour ſo ierrily 
does paſſe his time away : 

Then care away, &c, 


To recompence our _ , 
The Heavens afford us | ſhowrs 3 : 
high'trolollic” olbe loe, &c. 
And ; onr ſweet refreſhments. 
the earth affords us  howers : 
Then care away, &C. 


The Cuckoe and the Nightingale 
Full merrily do ſing , 

high trolollie lo lie "uh Te. 
And with their pleaſant roundelaies 
bid welcome to the Sprit ng. 

Then care away, &c. . 


This 35 not half the happineſe_ 
ar country MAn injoies ; 


_ high trolollie lollis lor, Oe, 


—Y ws. fordeo ts. A ms own as wma _- Wo ” TTY ERR TIER "I 


Thoxoh others think they have as much, 

pet he that ſaves ſo hes : —_ 
Then come away, turn 
Country matt with rhe 
F fo: Chalkpill; 


Piſc. Well ſung Coridon, this Song was 
ſung with mettle, andit was choicely fitred ro 
the occaſion ; I ſhall love you for itas long as I 

know you : I would you werea brother of the 
| Angle, for a companion that is Chearful,. aad 
Þ free from ſwearing and ſeurrilous diſcourſe, is 
| worth gold. I Ibye ſich mirth as does nor 
make friends aſhamed to look upon one another 
| next morning ;z' nor meni(that caniot well bear 
it)to repent he money they ſpend wheri they 
be warmed with drink : hoe parte this for. a 
rule, You may pick out ſuch'times and ſuch 
| companies, that you may make your ſelyes. 
| inerrier for a little then a great deal'of money 3 
for 'Tis the company and net the charge that makes 
| the feaſt : and ſhich' a companion. you prove, F 
$ thank you for it. ou 
Bur I will not complement yauout of the. 
debt that I owe you, and therefore I'will begin 
my Song, and wiſh it may beas well liked, _ 


G. 4 The 
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"The Anglers Song. 


eAMs inward love breeds oatwardialk, 
The Hound ſome praiſe, and ſome the Hawk ; 
Some better pleas d with private Sport, 
Uſe Tenis, ſome a Miſtreſs court : 

But theſe delights I neither wiſh, 


Nor ewvy, while 1 freely fiſh. 
Who hunts, doth oft in danger ride ; | 
Who hawks, lures oft both far and wide ; 
Who uſes games, ſhall often prove | 


 Aleoſer; but who falls in love, _ 


Is fettered m fond Cupids ſnare : 
 eMy Angle breeds me no [ach care. 
y Of Recreation there is none b ic 


$0 fee as Fiſhing tc alone; | 


21 aherpehons nw We. 


Than mind and body both poſſeſſe : 


'y hand alone my work can ao, 
So 1 can fiſh and ftudy too. _. 


1 care not, 1, to fiſmin ſeas, ,, * 
Freſh rivers beſt my mind do pleaſe, 
Whoſe ſweet calm conrſe I contemplate, 
eAnd ſeek mm hfeto imitate : 
_ +. Jn civil bounds 1 famwonld keep, 
end for my paſt offences weep. 
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eAnd when the timoroms Trout 1 was; 
To take, and he dewours my bait, 
How poor 4t: 31g ſometimes 1 find 
Will captivate a greedy mind : 
And when none bue, 1 praiſe the wiſe, 
Whom vain allurements ne're ſurpriſe. 


But yet though while 1 fiſh, 1 faſt, 

1 make good fortune my repaſt 3 

And thereunto my friend invite, 

In whom 1 more than that delight : 
Who ts more welcom to my 7 A 


Then to my angle was my fiſh. 


As well content no prize to take, 
As uſe of taken prize to make : 
For ſo our Lord was pleaſed when 
He Fiſners made Fiſhers of men - 
Where (which ut 1nno other game) 
A man may fiſh and praiſe his Name. 


The firſt men that our Saviour dear 
Did chuſe to wait upon him here, 
Bleft Fiſhers weFe, and fiſh the laſt 
Food was, that he on earth aid taſte. 
1 therefore ſtrive to follow thoſe, 
Whom he to follow him hath choſe. : 


Cor. wad 


18 (or. _ ma. hader, you bins w- _ 
IF} debr in good coine, we Anglers areal 
$17 ng to the good man that made this groenn 
$77 Come Hoſteſs, give us more Ale, and'lers drink 0 
| to him. c 
And now lets every one poto bed that we 7 
may riſe early; but firlt lets pay our reckoning, | 
11777 for I will have nothing to hiader me- in the ! Þ*. 
1 N&A -— = for my purpoſe is co prevent the Sun- : 
7 rifinp, 
a = A match : Come Coridn; you are to be / f 
| * my Bed-fellow : I know, brother,” you: ard | 7 
177% your Scholer will lieto gether ; ; bur whereſhall | 
19% we meet to morrow ni . -p ? far my friend: Coy 
WH ri4ovandTIwillgon ca water confers Ware, : 
8 Piſc. And ay Scholer and I'will' po down f 
I towards Waltam. 
I Cor. Then lets meethere, for hereare freſh 
187 ſheets that ſmell of Lavender; and Tam ſurewe q 
[17 carrot expect better meat, or betrer-uſage in it 
| anyplace. _. 
Pet, "Tis a match.Good night to eyery body, ; 
Piſc. And {o ſay I; 
Venat. And fofay I - \ i: 


Jae: 
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'Piſc. Good morrow-good: Hoſteſs, Iſcemy 
brother Petey is- ſtill:in bed; Come: givemy þ 
Scholer and mea Morni ings-drink; and'a'bit of 
meat to breakfaſt, ad, be ſure to geta good 
difh-of meat or two o egulad thpper, tor or we Thalt 
EOMme _ 
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The Trout is uſually cAugar with a worm ora 


Ang 


many, 
Foe ig others of.or_amangſt .Plapts, as... 


dey-worm, (which, ſome; alſo. call the Lob 
worm) .andrhe . Brandling are theichiefand elpgs;.., 
cially rhe firſt for a great, Tour, and, the. later.. 
fora leſs. There: bo allo of. Lob-warws lame. 


09d for particular. Fiſhes-: bur.for the.,Tromt,, 
c 


called /; quirel-ta ks.s (a,worm.that, has.a.ced » 
head,..a ſtreak down.the, back, aud a brpad.tail), . 
which are,ngred tbe the. beſt,, becauſe..they.. 
arethe tougheſt and , mf. lively,, and &ye lon, | 


W if they be Lob-worms, and then put them into 


92 The Complete Angler, 
'' geſt inthe water : for you are to know, that { 
ead worm is buta dead bait, and like to catch 
nothing, compared toa lively, quick, ſtirrin 
worm : Arid for a Branalng,he is uſually fot 
in an old -dunghil, or ſome yery rotten place 
near to it: but moſt uſually in cow-dung or 
hogs-dung, rather then horſe-dung, which is 
ſomewhat too hot arid drie for that worm, But 
the beſt of them are to be found in the bark 
of the Tanners, which they caſt up it heaps 
after they have uſed it about their leather; 
There are alſo divers other kinds of worms, 
which for colour and ſhape alter even as the 
ground out of which they are got, as the marſh. , 
worn, the 14g-rail, the flag-worms, the dock-worm, 
the oak-worm, the gilt-tayle, the twachel or 1ob- 
worm, (which of all other is the moſt excellen: + 
bait for a S«/mo) and too many to name, eyen 
as miatiy ſorts, as ſome think there be of ſeveral 
hearbs or ſhrubs, or of ſeyeral kinds of birds 
in the aire ; of which I ſhall ſay no more, 
but tell you, that what worms ſoeyer you Fiſh 
with, are the better for being long kept before 
they be uſed ; and in caſe you haye not been ſo 
proyident, then the way tocleanſe and ſcoure 
thera quickly, is to put them all night in water, 


your bag with fennel : but you muſt nor' put 
your Brandling above an hour in water, and 
then put them into fennel for ſudden uſe ; bur if 

: | you". 
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you have time, and PRrpoce ro keep them long, 
then they be belt preſerved in an earthen pot 
with gopd ſtore of Moſſe, which is to. be freſh 
every three or four dayes in Summer, and eve- 
ry week or cight daies inWinter ; or at leaſt the 
moſle taken trom them, and clean waſhed, and 
wrung betwixt your hands till it be drie, and 
then put it to them again. And when your 
worms, eſpecially the Brandling begins to be 
fick, and loſe of his bigneſſe, then you may 
recoyer him, by putting a little milk or cream _ 
(abqut a ſpoonfull in a day) into them by drops - ' 
on the moſle; and if there be added to the 
cream an egge beatenand boiled in it, then ir 
will both _ and preſerve them long. And 
note that when the ko: which is near to the 
middle of the branding begins to \well, then he 
is ſick, and if he be not. well look'd to is near 
dying. And for mofle, you are to note, that 
there be divers kinds of it, which I could name 
to you, but will onely tell you, that that which 
is likeſt a Bucks horn is the beſt, cxcept it bc 
white moſſe, which grows on ſome heaths, and 
is hard to be found, And note, that in a very 
drie time, whenzzu are put to an extremity for 
worms, Walnut-tree leaves ſqueez'd into water, 
or {alt in water, to make it bitter or ſalt; and 
then that water poured. on the ground, where 
you ſhall ſeeworms are uſed ro rife in the night, 
will make them ro appear. aboye ground pre- 
lently, 7 rt oe And 
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And now, I ſhall ſhew you how to bait you 
hook with a worm, '{o as ſhall preyent yo 
From much trouble, and the loſs of many a hodk 
to0 ; When you Fiſh for a Troxe with a runnin; 
line : thatis to ſay, when you fiſh for him by 
hand at'the ground, I will dire& you in this a; 
plainly as I can, that you may not miſtake. 
Suppoſe it be a big Lob-worm, pat your hook_ int) 
buzz ſottieryhat above the middle, and out again a littl 
below the middle : having ſo done, draw your worm 
#bove —— of your hath, ( but note that at the 
enwiny of your hook it muſt not be at the head-end if 
the worm, but at the taile-end of hins, that the pot 
of yohr hook meay come ont toward the head-end) ani 
having #rawn bim above the arming of your hook , 
then put the point of your bodk_ayain wito the very 
head of the worm, till it come near to the place where 
the point of the hook firſt came ont : and theh dray 
back that part of the worm that was abvve yhe ſhank 
or arining of your hook, and ſo fiſh with it. Andif 
you titan to fiſh withrwo worms, then put- the ſe- 
cottd on before you turn back rhe hooks-head of the 
firſf worm, you cannot loſe above two or three worms 
bifort yots attain to what I direft you; and having at- 
tain'd it,you will findit very nſeful,zmd thankme for 
it : For jon will run onthe ground withokt tangling. 
Now for the Minnow or Penh, he is eaſily 
found and caught in Afarch, or in April, for 
then he appears inthe Rivers, but Nature bath 
taught him to ſhelter and hide himſelf in the 
LL | Wiatet 
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Winter in ditches that be near to the River , 
and there both to hide and keep himſelf warm 
in the mudor in the weeds, which rot not ſo 
ſoon as ina running Riyer , in which place if 
he were in Winter, the diſtempered Floods that 
are uſually in that ſeaſon, would ſuffer him x0 
take no reft, but carry him head-long to Mills 
and Weires to his confuſion. And of theſe 
eMmmmows, firſt you are to know, that the big- 

eſt ſize is nor the beſt ; and nexr, that che he. 
dle ſize and the whiteſt are the beſt : and then 
you are to know, that your MMinmow mult be1o 
put on your haok that it muſt turn round when 
*ris drawn againſt the ſtream,and that it 
turn nimbly, you muſt put it ona big-ſfized 
hook asT ſhall now dire& you, which 1s thus. 


Put your hook! in at bis mouth and out at 


his gill, then baving drawn your hook 2 or 
3 inches'beyond or through his gill, pur it a= 
gain into his mouth,and the point and 


about at qparec with a white thred, which wil 
make it the apter to turn quick in the water: 


that done pull back that part of.your line which | 


yvas ;flack yyhen you put your hook into the 
AMinmow the "mack fas. I ſay pull that part of 
it back ſo that it ſhall faſten the head, ſo thax 
the bady, of the Afnnow ſhall be almoſt ſtreight 
on yout hook ; this done, trie hoyy it vvill turn 
by drayving it croſs the yyater or againſt 4 

4 | treams 


_ $.- ; 
NE, T——— ” 
E : 
: 


0] eard out | | 
at his taile, and then tie the hook and his taile 
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. frream, and if 


alſo with a needle, and it was a part 0 


ſhadowed, and all of it ſo curiouſly wrought, and ſo 
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itdo.not turn nimbly, then' tum 
the rail a little to the rightor left hand, and trie. 


- againe till it turne quick ; for if not , you 


are-in danger tocatch nothing, for knovy that 


- It is impoſſible that it ſhould turn' too quick: 
And you are yet to knoyy, thar in caſe you 


want 2 14:nnow, then a ſmall Loch, ora Stickle. 
bag, or any other ſmall Fiſh will ſerve as well: 


. And youare yet to know, that you may falt, 


and by that means keep them fit for uſe three 
or four daies or longer, and that of falt, bay falt 
-15 the beſt. | | 

And here let. me tell you, what many old 
Anglers know right well, that at fome time, 
and in ſome waters/a ſmmnow is not. toi be got, 
and therefore let me tell you, I'have {which 1 


will ſkew to-you) an arrificial Minmow, that will 


catch a Trout as well as an Artificial Fez and it 
was. made by a: handſome Woman that had a 


fine handand a live minnow lying by her: the 


monld or body of the ninnow was cloth, aud wrought 
upon or over it thus with 4 needle : the back of it with 
very ſad French green filk,, and paler. green filk to- 
wards the belly, ſhadowed as per febHy as you can ima- 
gane, juſt as you ſee a Minnow; the bell + 2p 2; 
| # it white folk, 

and another part of it with fitver thre, the taile and 
ns were of a quil, which was ſhaven thin, the eyes | 
were of two little black beads, and the head was [0 


exaltly 
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at WY ccaftly diſenrbled, that'it would begwile any ſhar 
wie i ſighted Tromt in a ſwift flream. And this Minnow 


1 will now ſkew you, and if you like it, lend ;t you, to" 
hat MW have two or three made by it, for they be eafily car- 
kW r1ed aboyt an Angler, and be of extellent uſt ; for 

ou rote, that a large Trom will come as fiercely at a 


ble. EM innow, as the hngheſt mettle Hawk doth ſeize - 


Il: on a Paririag, or 4 Greyhound on a Hare, I have 
ut, MW been told; that 160 minnows have been found 
ree MW ina Trouts belly, cither che Trout had deyou- 
alt MW red fo:many, or the Miller that gaye'iit a friend 

BB of mine had forced them down his throat after: 
1d BB he had taken him. © © VU FUpd 


NE, Now for Flies, which is the third bait where-" | 
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ot, M with Trouts are ufually taken. You are to 
I know, that there are as many forts of Flies as 
ill MW there be of Fruits : I willname you but ſome: 
it MW of chem, as the d#un-flye, the flone-flye,the red-fiye;? 
la WM the moor-flze, the rawny-flze, the ſoell-flye; rhe 
be I £londy, or blackiſh flie,the flag-flze, the vine-flye+ 
rs I there be of flies, Caterpillars, and Canker-flyes; 
ab WM and Bear-flyes, and indeed too many either for, 
o- MW me to name. or for you to remember : and their, 
4a. 8 breeding is {o various and wonderfull, that E 
bt I night catily amaze my felf; and tire you ins 
relation of them. | 
id And yetI will exerciſe your proiniſed pati-= 
es © ffice by laying a little of the Caterpillar 'or the 
Palmer-flze or worm, that by ther you may 
oueſſe what a wotk it were in 4 Diſcourſe bur 
= 2 H to 
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to runover thoſe yery many flies, worms, and 
little Ring creatures with which the Sun and 
Summer adorn and beautifie the River banks 
and meadows ; both for the recreation and con- 
templation of us Anglers,and which (I think) 
my {elf enjoy more then any other man thar is 
not of my profeſſion. 

Pliny holds an opinion, that many have their 
birth or being froma dew that in the Spring 
falls upon the leaves of trees ; and that fome 
kinds of them are froma dew left upon berbs 
or flowers ; and others from a dew left upon 
Colworts or Cabbages : All which kinds of 
dews being thicknedand condenſed, are by the 
Suns generative heat moſt of them hatch'd, and 
inthree daies made living creatures ; and theſe 
of ſeverall ſhapes and colours; ſome being hard 
and tough, ſome ſmooth and ſoft ; ſome are 
horned in their head, lome in their rail, ſome 
have none : ſome have hair, ſome nane : ſome 
have ſixteen feet, ſome leſſe, and ſome have 

none,but (as our Topſel hath with preat 

1,0 k- diligence obſerved) thoſe which have 

lh none , move upon the*earth or upon 

broad leaves, TE motion being not 

unlike to the wayes of the ſea, Some of them 
he alſo obſerves to be bred of the egs of other 

Caterpillers, and that thoſe in their time turne | 

to be Butter-flyes : and again, that their egs | 

turne the following yeer to be Coppirs, 
An 


And ſom affirm,that wir. x 
lar flye orCarterpiller,which it breeds and feeds. 
I have ſeen, and may therefore affirm it : a 
cen Caterpiller, or worm, as big as 2 ſmall 
Peaſcod, which had fourteen legs, eight 
on the belly, four under the neck, and two neer 
the tail, It was found on a hedge of Priverz 
and was taken thence , and put into a large 
Box, and a little branch or two of. Privet 


, Too - . 


- put toit, on which Iſaw it feed as ſharply. ag 
nawesa bone : it lived thus fave or ſix 


a dog og 
daies, and thrived,and changed the colour two 
or three tinies,but by ſome negle@ in the keep= 
er of it, it then died and did nor turn to a flye : 
but if it had lived , ithad doubtlefle tur- 
ned to one of thoſe flies thar ſome call flyes 
of prey, which thoſe that walk by the Rivers, 
may in Summer, ſee faſteri 0 ſmaller flyes, and 
I think make them their food. And *ris oblſer-, 
yable that as there be theſe flies of prey. which 
be very large, ſo there be,others very little,cre+ 
ated I think onely.to feed them,and bred qur of 
I know not what ; whole life, they ſay, Nature 


intended-not to exceed ani hour, and yet that 


” is thus tnade ſhorter by other flies, oz agcis 
nt, | 

'Tis endleſs to tell you what the curious ſear- 
chers irito Natares productions have obſerved 
of theſe Worms and Flies: But yet Iſhall tell 
you what Aldrovandas; our Topſel, arid. others 


H 2 lay | 


nt has his particus | 


| 
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fay of the Palmer-worm or (aterpillar , That 
harols others content themſelyes to feed on 
particular herbs or leaves, (for moſt think thoſe 
very leaves that gave them life and ſhape, give 


O : | : 
them a particular feeding and nouriſhmenr, and 


that upon them they uſually abide) yer he ob- 
ſerves, 'that this is called a pilgrim or palmer- 
worm, for his very wandring life and yarious 
food: ; not contenting himſelf (as others do) 
with any one certain luck for his abode, nor a- 
ny certain kittd of herb or flower for his fee- 
ding ; but will boldly and diſorderly wander 
up and downe, and not endure ro be kept to a 
diet, or fixt to a particular place. 

Nay, the very colour i (aterpillars are, as 
one has obſerved, yery elegant and beautifu] : 


i j | Thall (for a taſte of the reſt) defcribe one of 


them, which I will ſometime the next moneth 

fiew you feeding on a' Willow tree,: and you 

ſhall find him punctually to anſwer this very 
deſcription ; Hs hips and month ſomewhat yellow, 
hzs eyes black as fet, his forehead purple; Li feet 

and hinder parts green , his tayl two forked and 

Black, the whole body ftain'd with a kind of red Spots 

which run along the neck and ſhoulder-blade, not un- 

like the form of Sam Andrew's Croſſe, or the let- 

tr X, made thus croſſe-wiſe, and a white line drawn 
down his back to his tayl ; all which adde much beau- 
ty to his whole body. Andit is to me obſeryable, 
that at a fixed age this Caterpilier gives over to 
n | eat 
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eat, and towards Winter comes to be coyered 
over with a-ſtrange ſhell or cruſt called an .4- 


l - : | 
w rela, and ſo lives a Kind of dead life, withour 
_ eating all the Winter; and (as others ,,., .: 
d . View Sir 
of ſeveral kinds turn to be ſeyeral Fra.3acon 
mn kinds of flies and vermin the Spring 72+ 
Yo : : : &- 90. 1m 
- following) ſo this Caterpilter then turns 1; Natural 
) to be a painted Butter-fije, Hiſtory, 
7 Come, come my Scholer, you ſee the River 
* ſtops our morning walk, and I will allo here 
jt ſtop my diſcourſe, onely as we ft down under 
; this Honey-ſuckle hedge, whillt I look a Line to 
fir the Rod that our brother Perer hath lent you, 
S I fhall for alittle confirmation of what I have - 
; ſaid, repeat the obleryation of Da Bartas : 
) # : p / 
. God not contented to each kind to give, 6. 'Day of 
] Du Bartas, 


And ro infuſe the vertue generative, 
5 By his wiſe power made many creatures breed 
) . Of liveleſſe bodies withont Venus deed, 


F So the cold hamonr breeds the Salamander, 
Who (in effet) like to her virths commander, | 

With child with hundyed winters, with her touch | 

Dnencheth the fire though glowing nere ſo much. 


So in the fire in burning furnace Springs 
The Fly Perauſta with the flamung wings ; 
Withozt the fire it dyes, in it ut jojes, | 
. Living in that which all things elſe d:ſtrozes. 
We H 3 __” 
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So flow Bootes underneath hims ſees Het any 
Inth' Icy Tſands goſlings hatcht of trees, <ambden. 
Whoſe frunfal leaves ling into the water, 

Are turn'd (*t15 known) to living fowls ſoon after. 


So rotten planks of broken ſhips do change 
To Barnacles. O transformation ſtrange ! 
'Twas firſt a green tree, then a broken hull, 
Lately a muſhrome, now a flying Gull. 


Venat. O my good Maſter, this mornin 
walk has been ſpent to my great pleaſure Ms. 
wonder : but, deny, when ſhall T have your 
dire&tion how to make artificial flies, like to 
thoſe that the Trout loves beſt > and alſo how 
to uſe them ? 2 

Piſc. My honeſt Scholer, it is now palt five 
of the Clock, we will fiſh till nine, and then go 
to breakfaſt : Go you to yonder Sycamore tree, 
and hide your Bottle of drink under the hollow 
root of it ; for about that time, and'in that 
place, we will make a brave breakfaſt witha 

piece of powdered Bief, anda Radiſh or two 
that T haye in my Fiſh-bag ; we ſhall, I warrant 
fot Make a good, haneſt, wholſome; hungry 
reakfaft, and I will give you direction for the 
making and uſing o your flie : and in the 
mean time there is your Rod and Line, and my 
{rice Is , that you fiſh as you ſee me do, | 
{31 = 
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and let's try which can catch the firft Fiſh. } 
| Yevat, T thank you Maſter, I will obſerye | 
and praQtice your direQtion as far as I am able, 

T1iſc. Look you Scholer, you ſee T haye hold 
of a good Fiſh : I now ſee it is a Trout, I pray, 
put that Net under him, and touch not my line, 
tor if you do, then we break all. Well done 
Scholer ; I thank you. 

Now for another. Truſt me 1have another 
bite : come Scholer, come lay down your Rad, | 
and help me to land this as you did the other, 
So, now we ſhall he ſurc to have a good diſh of 
Fiſh for ſupper, | 

Venat. I am glad of that, butI have no for- 
tune : ſure, Maſter, yours is a better Rod, and 
better tackling. h 

Piſc. Nay, then take mine, and I will fiſh 
with yours, Look yon, Scholer, I haye ano- 
ther 3 come, do as you did before, And nowT - 
hayea bite at another : Oh me! he has broke 
all ; there's half a line and a good hook loſt, 

Venat. Maſter, I can heither catch with the 

firſt nor ſecond Angle : I have no fortune. 

P:ſc, Look you, Scoler, I have yet another : 
and now having caught three brace of Trouts, 

I will tell you a ſhort Tale as we walk towards 
our breakfaft : eA Scholtr (4 Preacher 1 ſhould 
ſay) that was to preach to procure the approbation of 
a Pariſh, that he might be their Letturer, had got 
from hes Fellow-pupil the 'copy of a ſermon thas = 
Ef 4 I 
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and keep it ſtill in notion, and not more, .. 
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firſt preached with a great commendation by hins that 


compoſed and ; planes! 7 # 3 and though the borrower 


of it preach'd it word for word, as it was at firſt, "et 


| | it was, #tterly diſliked as it was preached by the ſe. 
. cond: which the ſermpn-borrower complained of to 
_ the louder of it, and was thus anſwered ; I lent you 


indeed my Fiddle, but not my Fiddleſtick ; - for you 


are to know, that every one cannot make mnſich_with 


my words, , which are fitted for my own nzomth. And 


ſo, my. Schpler, you are to know, that as the ill 
pronunciation or ill accenting of words in a 
Sermon ſpoils it, ſo the ill carriage of your line, 
or not fiſhing even to a foot ina right ,place, 
makes you loſe your labour : and you are to 
know, that though you haye my Fiaale, that is, 
my very Rod and tacklings with which. you 
ſeeI catch Fiſh; yet you have not my Fiddle- 
ſick., that is, you yet haye not skill ro-know 
how to carry. your hand and line, nor how to 
guide it-to.a right place ; and this muſt- be 
taught you-(for you are,to remember I told 
you, Angling 1s an Art) either by pratice, or a 
Dj hn, or both, ...But take this for a 
rule, when you fiſh for a Trout with a Worme, 
let your line. haye {o much,. and not more Lead 


than will fit the ftream in which you fiſh ;| that 


is to ſay, more ina great tronbleſome ftream 
than ina ſmaller that is quieter ; as near as may 
be, ſo muchas will fink the bait to the bottom, 
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But now lets ſay Graccand fall to breakfait : 
what {ay you, Scholer, to the providence of an 
pld angler ?: does not this meat taſte well 2 and 
was not this place well choſen to eatir ? for 


_—_ 


, this Sycamore tree will ſhade us from the. Suns 
4 heat. | | 

, Ven, All excellent good, and my ſtomach 
5 excellent 000d too, And I now remember 
1 and hind k 4 true which devout Leſſtzs faies, 
I 


That poor men, and thoſe that faſt often, have much 


a more pleaſure m eating then rich men and gluttons, 
g that always feed before their ſtomachs are empty of 
' their laſh meat,and ſo roo themſelves of ayes. 
0 that hunger brings to poor men. AndI do erioufly 
S, approve of that ſaying of yours, That your had 
a rather be a ctvil well-grounded, temperate poor An- 
'» oler, then 4 drunken Lord. Burt I hope there 'is 
y none ſuch, howeyer I am certain of this, that T 
0 have been gt many yery coltly dinners that 
e have not afforded 'me half the contenr that this 
d has done, fox which I thank God and you. 

a - And now good Maſter, proceed to your pro 
Fl miſed dire&ion for making and ordering. my 
bs Artihcialflie,, 
( Piſc. My honeſt Scholer, I will do jt, for it 
at W isadebt due unto you by my promiſe: - and 
"0 becauſe you-ſhall not think your ſelt more en< 
y B gagedtomethen indeed youreally are, I will 


1, WF ireely give. you ſuch directions as were lately 
; given to-me by an ingenuous brother of-the 


Ang le 
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ſ{ Angle, an honeſt man, and a moſt excellent 
Flie-fi cr. 

You are to note, that there are twelve kinds 
of Artificial made Flies to Angle with upan the 
top of the water, (note by the way, that the 
fitteſt ſeaſon of aſing theſl is in a bluſterin 
windie day, when the waters are ſ6. troubl 
that the natural flie cannot be ſeen, or reſt up. 
on them.) The firſt js the dxn-fly in March, t 
body is made of day woo!, the wings. of the 
Partridges feathers; The ſecond, 1s another 
dun-fly, the body of black wool, and the wings 
made of the black Drakes feathers, and of the 
feathers under his taile, The third is the ſfone- 
fin April, the body is made of black woo! made 
yellow under the wings, and under the rtaile, 
and ſo made with wings of the Drake. The 
fourth is the ruddy-fly in - beginning of May, 
the body made of red wool wrapt pour with 
black filk,and rhe feathers are the wings of rhe 
Drake, with the feathers of a red Capon allo, 
which hang dangling on: his ſides nexrto the 
rail. The fifth is the yellow or greemſh-fly (i 
e May likewiſe) the body made of yellow wool, 
and the wings made of the red cocks hackel or 
tail. The ſixth is, the black-fly in May alſo, the 
body made of blatk-woo! and lapt abont with 
the berle of a Peacocks tail ; the wings are 
made of the wings ofa brown Capon with his 
blue feathers in bis head, The ſeventh is ” 
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ſad jellow-fly in Zune, the body is made of black- 
yooll, with a yellow liſt on either fide, and the 
nds wings takenoff the wings of a Buzzard, bound 
the © with black braked hemp, The cight is rhe 9200- 
the W y;-fly madewith the body of duskiſh wooll, 
ing © andthe wings made of the blackiſh mail of the 
| Drake, Theninth is the tawny-fiz, good untill 
up- WW the middle of fume 5 the body made of tawny- 
t wool, the 'wings made contrary one againſt the 
the © other, made, of the whitiſh mail of the wild 
her BW Drake. 'The tenth is the Waſp-fly in 7=ly, the 
'p* body made of blach-woo!, lapt about with yel- 
the MW low filk, the wings made of the feathers of the 
P Drake, or of the Buzzard. yo _—_— = _ 
l ell-fly, good in mid Faly, the body made 
le, an lapt Fc with may ors of a 
he WW Peacocks tail ; and-the wings made of the 
a), wings of the Buzzard. The twelfth is the dark 
ith BW Drake-fly, good in Auguſt, the body made with 
the W #lack-wool, lapt about yvith black filk ; his 
fo, vyings are made yvith.the maile of the black 
the W Drake) vvitha black .head. Thus have you a 
(in I Jury of flies likely ro betray and condemn all 
oll, WF the Trouts in the River. 
of I ſhall next give you ſome other DireCtionhs 
the forFlie-fiſking fach as are given by Mr. Thomas 
ith W Barker, a Gentleman that hath ſpent much time 
in Fiſhing : but I ſhall do it vvith a little varia- 
fion, | | 
Firſt; let your Rod be light, and very gentle, 
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I rake the beſt to be of tyyo pieces, and let nt 
your Line excced (eſpecially for three or four 
links next to the hook) I ſay, not exceed three 
 -orfourhairsatthe moſt, though you may Fit 
7 alittle ſtronger above in the upper part of your 
my | Line : but if you can attain to An fe with one 
hair, you ſhall have more riſes, ans. catch - more 
Fifth, Now you muſt be ſure not to cumber 
yourſelf with too long a Line, as moſt do; 
and before you begin to angle, caſt: to haye 
the wind on your back, and the Sun (if it 
ſhines) to be before you, and to Fiſh down the 
ftream3 and carrie the point or top of your 
Rod downward,by which means the ſhadow of 
yourſelf, and Rod too will be the leaſt offen. 
five to the Fiſh, for the ſight of any ſhade ama- 
zes the Fiſh, and ſpoils your ſport, of which 

yow mult take a great care. 

In-the middle of March (till which time a 
man ſhould not in honeſtie catch a Trout) orin 
eAprit, if the weather be dark, or a little win. 
die or -cloudie, the beft Fiſhing 1s with the 
'Palmer-worm, of 'which I laſt fpoke to you, 
but of theſe there be divers kinds, or at leaſt of 
divers colours ; theſe and the May-fly are the 
_ of all Flie-Angling, which are to be 


1s / made. 
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« Firſt, you muſt arme your hook: with the line 
in the inſide of it, then take your Sciflers, and: 
_ _ -catfomuchot a brown Malards feather as in 
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your own reaſon will make-the wings'of ir, 


hu you having withgll regard to the bignels or lit- 
res  fleneſs of your hook, then lay theoutmoſtparr 
Fi (of your fenhes next to your hook, then the 


oint of your' feather next the ſhank 'of your 

ook ; and having ſo done, whip it (three 'or 
four times about the hook with the ſame Silk, 
with which your hook was armed, and having 
1, - {made the Silk faſt, take the hackel of a Cack/'or 
' W (apors neck, or a Plovers top) which is: uſually 
f i better : take off the one ſide of the feather, and 
then take the: hackel, Silk or Crewel , Gold: 


" or Silyer thred,: make theſe faſt at the bent of 
, of ene hook, that is to ſay, below- your arming';; 
_ then you 'muft take the hacke], the Silver or: 
na. (Gold thred,and work itup to the wings;ſhifting 
ic (or till removing your fingers as you turn: the” 
Silk about the hook : anditilHooking at everie 
Wy: ſtop or turn, that your Gold, or whar materials 


loever you make your Fly of, do lie right and). 
greatly ;., and if you find they do ſo, then when 
you haye made the head, make ail faſt, and then 
vork your' hackel up to the head, and make 
of {batfaſt : and then with a needle or pin divide 
Fne wing into two, and then with the arming 
Silk wide it 'about croſs-waies betwixt: the 
ings, and then with your thumb you: muſt - 
urn the point of the feather towards the” bent 
Wfthe hook, | and then work three or four times 
bout the ſhank of the hook, and then view: the - 


: pro- 
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I rake the beſt to be of tyyo pieces, and let not 
your Line excced (eſpecially for three or four 
links next to the hook) I ſay, not exceed three 
'_ _ .or four hairsatthe moſt, though you may Fi:h 
| alittle ſtronger above in the upper part of your 
Line : but if you can attain to Angle with one 
hair, you ſhall haye more riſes, and catch - more 
Fith. Now you muſt be ſure not to cumber 
yourſelf with too long a Line, as moſt do : 
and before you begin to angle, caſt: to haye 
the wind on your back, and the Sun (if it 
ſhines) ro be before you, and to Fiſh down the 
ftream3 and carrie the point or top of your 
Rod downward,by which means the ſhadow of 
your felf, and Rod too will be the leaſt offen- 
five to the Fiſh, for the ſight of any ſhade ama- 
zes the Fiſh, and ſpoils your ſport, of which 
you-mulſt take a great care. 

In-the middle of arch (till which time a 
man ſhould not in honeſtie catch a Trout) or in 
eAprit, if the weather be dark, or a little win- 
'die or -cloudie, the beft Fiſhing 1s with the 
Palmer-worm, of which I laſt fpoke to you, 
bur of theſe there be divers kinds, or at leaſt of 
divers colours ; theſe and the Xay-fly are the 

round: of all Flic-Angling, which are to be 
6 ' made. 

- Firſt, you muſt arme your hook with the line 


' in the inſide of it, then take your Scifſers, and ' 


-cutſo much of a brown Malards feather as in 
| | | | your 


TS] 

_ 

= 
Fr, 


—_— 
—— 


your own reaſon will make the wings'of ir, 
you having withall regard to the bigneſs or lit- 
tleneſs of your hook, rhen lay the outmoitparr 
of your * pas next to your hook, then the 
oint of your feather next the ſhank of your 
Fook z and having ſo done, whip it [three 'or 
four times about the hook with the ſame Silk, 
with which your hook was armed, and haying 
made the Silk faſt, take the hackel of a Cock or 
(apons neck, or a Plovers top, which is uſuall 
better : take off the one ſide of the feather, and 
then take' the: hackel, Silk. or Crewel , Gold: 
or Silver thred, make theſe faſt at the bent of 
the hook, that is to ſay, below- your arming ;: 
then you 'muft take the hackel, the Silver or: 
Gold thred,andwork itup to the wings;ſhifting 
or ſtill removing your fingers as you turn: the 
Silk about the hook : anditilllooking at eyerie 
{top or turn, that your Gold, or whar materials; 
ſoever you.make your Fly of, do lie right and) 
neatly ;, and if you tind they do ſo, then when 
you haye made the head, make all faſt, arid then” 
work your' hackel up to the head, and make 
that faſt : and then with 4 needle or pin divide 
the wing into two, and then with. the arming 
Silk with it about croſs-waies betwixt: the 
wings, and then with your thumb you: muſt 
turn the point of the feather towards the” bent 
of the hook, and then work three or four times 
about the ſhank of the hook, and then view: the - 
SH | . , P3O- 
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proportion,and ifall be neatand to your liking, 
faſten. © | 
I confeſs, no direQion can be given to make 

a man of adull capacitie ableto make a Flie 
well: and yetTI know,this with alittle practice 
will help an ingenuous Angler ina good de- 
gree: butto ſee a Flie on, 4 by an Artiſt in 
that Kind, is the beſt teaching ro make it, and 
then an ingenuous Angler may walk by the Ri- 
yer and mark what Flie falls on the water that 
day, and catch one of them, if he ſee the 'Troats. 
leap at a flie of that kind, and then having al- 
waies hooks readic hung with him, and having 
2 bag alſo, alwaies with him with Bears hair, or 
the Pair of abrown or {ad-caloured  Heifer, 
hackels of a Cock or Capon, ſeyerall coloured 
Silk and Crewel to make the bodie of the flie, 
the feathers ofa Drakes head, black or brown 
—_— wool, or Hogs wool, or liair, thred of 
Gold and of Silver : Silk of ſeverall colotws 


head: ) and there he alſo other coloured fea- 
thers both of little birds and of peckled foul. 1 


ing to make a flie, though he miſs at firlt, yet 
ſhall hear laſt hit it better, even to ſuch a, per- 
fe&tion which none can well teach him ; and if 
he hit to make his Flie right, and have the luck 
to hitalſo where there: is ſtore of Trows, 4 


. Qark day, anda right wind, he will catch _ 
ore 


(eſpecially fad coloured to make the flies 


ſay, having thoſe with him in a bag, atid try- | 
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ſtore of them, as will encourage. him to, grove 
more and more in loye with the Artof Fl. 
making. 

Venat. But my loving Maſter, if any wind 
will not ſerye, then I wiſh I were in Lapland, to 
buy a good wind of one of the honeſt Witches, 
that ſell ſo manie winds, and ſo cheap, 

Piſc. Marrie Scholer, but I would not be 
there, nor indeed from under this tree : for 
look how ir begins to rain, and by the clouds 
if I miſtake not we ſhall preſently have a 
{moaking ſhowre, and therefore ſit cloſe, this. 
S1camore-tree will ſhelter.us : and I wil tedl you, 
as they ſhall come into my mind, more obſer- 


_ vation of flie-fiſhing for a rome. 


Bur firſt for the wind, you are to take notice, 
that of the, winds the Southwind is ſaid to be beſt; 
One oblſeryes, Thac 


——= hen. the wind 2s ſouth , 
It blowes your bait into a fiſhes month. 


Next to thar, the Weſ# vyind is believed to be 
the beſt : and having told you thar the Eaft 
vvind is the yyorſt, Ineed nor tell you vybich 
yvind is the belt in the third degree.: And yet 
(as Solomon obleryes) that He that conſiders the 
wind ſhall newer ſow : {o he that buſies his bead 
t00 much about them, (if the yyeather be nor 
made extreme cold by an Eaſt wind) ſhall It 

ittle 
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licdle ſuperſtitious : For as it” is: obſetved by: 
ſome, That there is no good Horle of a bad cos! 
Jour ; foTI have obſeryed thar if itbea cloudy: 
ar doi not extreme cold, let the Wind fit in 
what corner it will; and do its worſt, And yet” 
take this-for a rule, that I would willingly fiſh 
{tanding on the Lee-ſhore : and you are to take' 
notice; that the Fiſh lies or ſwimmes nearer the 
bottom, and in deeper water in Winter than in 
Summer ;' and alſo nearcr the bottom in any 
cold day, and then gets ncareſt the low fide of 
theiwaterc - 1: | 

- ButI promilſed'to tellyou more of the Flie- 
fiſhing Br a Trot, which I may have time e- 
nough to do, for. you 'ſee it rains Jay butter : 
Firſt fora May-flie, you may make bis body 
with greeniſh coloured Crewel, or Willowiſh 
colour ; darkning it in moſt places with waxed 
Silk, or rib'd with a black hair,or ſome of them 
rib'd with {t|yer thred ; and ſuch Wings for the 
colour as you ſee the flie to haye at thir ſeaſon 3 
nay, at that'very day on the water. Or you 
may make the Oak-flie with an Orange-tawny 
and black ground, and the brown of: a Mal- 
lards feather for the Wings ; and you are to 
know, that theſe two are moſt excellent flies, 
that is, the ay-flie and the Oak-flie: Andlet 
meagain-tell you, that you keep as-far from 
the water as you can poſſibly, whether you fiſh 
with a flie or worm, and fiſh down the'ftream - 
| an 
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and when you fiſh with a flie,if jr be poſſible,let 
no part of your line touch the water, but your 
fliconly ; and beſtill moving your flie upon the 
water, or caſting it into the water, you your ſelf 
being alſo alwayes moving down the ftreatne. 
Mr. Barker cominends ſeveral ſorts of the Palmer 
flies, not onely thoſe rib'd with filver and gold, 
but others that haye their bodies' all made of 
black, or ſome with red. and a red hackel ; you 
may alſo make the — which is all 
black, and notbig, bur very {rhall, the ſmaller 
the betrer ; or the Oak-flye,the body of whichis 
Orange-color and black Crewel, with a brown 
Wing ; ora Fhe made with a Peatocks feather,is 
excellentina baiphe day: You-muſt be ſure you 
want not in your Ma rs. the Peacocks 
feather,and grounds of {uch wool and Crewel as 
will make the Graſhopper:and note that uſually 
the ſmalleſt flies are beſt: and note alſo,that the 
lightflie does uſually make moſt ſport in a dark 
day;and the darkeſt and leaſtflie in a bright or 


clear day : and laſtly note;that you are to repair 


upon any occaſion to your Magazine-bag, and 
upon/any occaſion yaty arid make them lighter 
or {adder accorditig to your faricy or the day. 
And now I ſhall rell you, | that the _ 
with a nataral- flie is excellent', and affor 
much pleaſure; they may be found thus, the 
«May-flye uſually in and about that moneth 
near to bs River ſide, eſpecially againſt rain 3 


I the k 


the Oak-flze on the butt or body; of an. Oak or 
Aſp from the. beginning of {ay to the end of 
eAngnſt; itlsa Sk 4 flie, and eafte to be 
fo found , and ſtands uſually. with his head 
downward, that is to ſay, towards the root of 
the tree ; the ſmall/black flie, os Hawthorn flie; 
is,to. be had on any, Hawthorn buſh, after the 
leaves be come 'forth ; with theſe and a ſhort 
Line (as I ſnewed. to angle for a Chxb) you may 
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atree, or inany, deep hole, ſtill making. it 
to.move on the top/of the water; as if it werea- 
live, and ſtill keeping your {elf om-of: Gight, you 
ſhall, certainly, have. "An if there be: Trouts ; 
yea, ina hotday,; but eſpecially in the evening 
| ofahotday, _ | Mat 

© And now, Scholer, my, direQion for F le- 
{| Gſhing is ended! with: this, ſhawre, for,it has 
| done raining, and. now look about you; and 
ſee.how pleaſantly that Medow. looks ; nay,and 
the Earth ſmells as ſweetly too, Come, letme 
tell you what halie Mr. Herbert ſayes of ſuch 
dayes and flowers as theſe, and then we will 
thank God thatweenjoy them, and walk to the 


other brace of Tromts. 
Sweet day, ſo cool, ſo calme, ſo bright, 
The bridal of the earth and skie, 
Sweet dews ſoall-weep thy fall to wght, 
| 7 for thounnſtidye. 


Sweet 


——— 


dape or dop, and alſo with a-Graſhopper bebind 


'Riyerand fit down quietly,and trie to eatch the 


The Complete Anglers 213 


Sweet Roſe, whoſe hevy angry and brave 
Bids the raſh gazer wipe hu.eye, 
Thy root 15 ever units grave, 

ana thou maſt dye. 


Sweet Spring, full of ſweet dayes and roſes; 
A box where ſwee's compattedlye; © 


My Muſick ſhewes you have your cloſes, 
and all muſt dye. 


Onely a ſweet and :vertuaus ſal, 
Like ſeaſoned Timber never gives, 
But when the whole world turns to cole; 
” then chiefly lrves.. 


Venat. I thank you, good Maſter, for your 
pood direction for Flie-fiſhing.,. and for the 
ſweet enjoiment. of the pleaſant day, which is 
lo far ſpent. without offence; to God or man : 
and I hank you'for the. feet cloſe of your dil- 
courſe with-Mr. Herberts: Verſes, which I have 
heard loyed Angling: and Ido the rather ber 
lieve it, becauſe he had a. ſpirit ſutable to An- 
glers,ati1 to-thoſe primirive Chriſtians thay-you 
loye, and haye fo much commended, it 

Piſc. Wells, my loying; Scholer,. ad Lam 
pleaſed, to hs are ſo well pleaſed 
with my dire&ion-andidiſcourſe; © 
And-lidice you lik theſe. Verſes of Mr. _ 
{ '1 2 9 


* 
. 


D LES 6 mot 34 
© GS nee A, 2p og orgt 7 i AMES CR ELIE nn nn 
L\ 


116 The Complete Angler] 


berts ſo well, let me tell you what a reyerendif 


and learned Divine that profeſſes to imita 
him, (and has indeed done {ſo moſt excellently) 
hath writ of our Book of rom See? which 
I know you will like the better, 

friend of mine, and I am ſure no enemie tolf 


Angling. 


(120t ? 
What ? prayer by the book ? and common ? Tes, wh 
The Spirit of gra 
grace, 
And ſupplication, 
1s not left free alone 
For time and place, 


But manner too : to read or ſpeak by rote, 
1s all alike to him, that prayes 
 In's heart, what with his month he ſaves. 


They that in private by themſelyes alone 
Do pray, may take 
What liberty they pleaſe, . 
In chuſmns of the wayes 
Wherein to make 
Their ſouls moſt intimate affettions knowne 
To him that ſees in ſecret, when 
Th' are moſt conceal'd from other men. 


But he, that unto others leads the way 


In pablick prayer. 
Should ao 4 4 
As all that hear may kyow 


ecaule he is 
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erend 
nita 
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They need not fear 
To tune their hearts unto his tongue, and ſay, 
Amen ; nor doubt they were betray'd 
To blaſpheme, when they ſhould have pmy'd, 


| Devotion will adde life unto the Letter, 


And why ſhould not 
That which Anthorit 
Preſcribes, eſteemed be 

Advantage got ? 


| If th prayer be good, the commoner the better, 


To_ in the Churches words, as well 
\ As \enſe, of all prayers bears the bell. 


And now, Scholer, Irhink it will be time to 
repair to our Angle-rods, which we left in the 
water to fiſh for themſelyes, and you ſhall chuſe 
which ſhall be yours ; andit is an even lay, one 
of them catches, wg tt 

And let me tell you, this kind of Fiſhing 
witha dead,rod and laying night-hooks, are 
like putting money to Uſe, for they both work 
for the Owners, when they do nothing but 
ſleep, or eat, or rejoice, as. you know we have 
done this laſt hour, and ſate as; quietly and as 
free from cares under his Scycamore, as: Virgills 
Tityrus and his Melibeas did under their broad 
Beech-tree: No life, my. honeſt Scholer, no 
life fo happie and (o pleaſaurt, as the life of a 
| I 


3 well. 


Ch. Harvie, 


[ 
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well. ovine —_s = when the Lawye 
is {wa el ned with buſineſs, and the States 

man is preventing or contriving plots, then we 

ſit on Coyflp-banks, bear the Birds fing, and 
offeſle our ſelves in as much quietneſs as theſe 

filent filyer ſtreams,which we now ſee glide fo 
a $4 as.Indeed my good Scholer, we ma 

noting as Dr. Boteler ſaid of Strawberries; 

Dube: REEL have made a better berry, but 

doubtleſs | aid : And fo (if I might be 

Judge. ) God never did make a more calm, quitt, 

innocent recreation then Ansli 

 _letell you Scholer, when I ſate laſt on this} 
Prime-roſe-bank and look'd down theſe Mea-| 
dows ; I thought of them as Charles the Empe- 

| | Tonrdidofthe City of Florence : Thar they were 

. _ leaſant to be look" d.on, but onely ou Holy-Daji. 

| As Then fate on this yery graſs,I turn'd my pre. 

Po thoughts into Yerſe : *Twasa wiſh which 

Ile repeate to you. 


The Anplers wiſh, 


| 1n thefe flowery Medes wo'd be, 
L || Theſe Chriſtall ſtreanss ſhould ſolace me ; 
To whoſe harmonious bubling noiſe, 
. 1 with my Angle wo'd rejoice. 

| Sit here and ſee the Tartle-dove, 
Comrt fats chaffe . Men zo atts of dove 3 


hy o 
a en - 


Or on that batth-feel the Weſt wind 
Breath health very 0 pleaſe my mind 
To ſee ſweet dew-arops kiſs theſe we, 
 eAnd then waſht of Oy April ſhowres : 
Here heare my Clora ſing * aſong, EE 
There ſee a = Greg Rd eh Sky, No 
Or a Leyerock build her neſt; 
lull Here give my weary ſpirits reſt, 
bel <Avaraiſe my toy-puchtthonghts above 
Earth, or what poore mortalls love : 
Thr free from Taw-ſuits and the noiſe, 
hill Of Princes Conrts I wo'd rejoice, 


De. Or with my Bryan and a book, 
Loyter long diys near Shavyford brook ; 
- There ſit by nm and eat my meat, 
There ſee the Sun both riſe and ſet: 
* There bid good morning to next day, 
ch | = ty 
There meattate my time-away : 
And Angle on, and beg to have 
e quiet paſſage, to a welcome grave. 


When I had ended this compoſure, 1 lefr this 
place and ſaw a Brother of the Angle fit under 
that honey-ſuck/e-hedg,/one that wil prove worth 
your acquaintantance. ) T fate down by him,and 
preſeritly we met withan accidental piece of 
Merriment which'T will relate ro you ; for it 
rains ſtill, 

On the other fideof this very hedg fate a 


I 4 gang 
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{|| gangof Gypſes,and neere to them ſatea gang pf 
' Beggars: The Gypſies were then to divide all 


the money that had been got that week, either 
by ſtealing linnen or poultrie, or by Fortune- 
telling, or Legerdemaine, or indeed by any 
other -ſleights and ſecrets belonging to their 
myſterious Goyernment. And the ſumme that 
was got that week proyed to_ be but twenty 
and ſome add ſhillings. The'pdd money was 
agreed to be diſtributed amongſt the poor of 
their own Corporation ; and for the remaining 


* twentie ſbillings, that was to be divided -unto 


four Gentlemen Gypſies, according to their 
ſeyerall degrees in their Commonwealth. 
 Andthefirſt or chiefeſt Gyplie, was to have 
a third part of the twenty ſhillings, which all 
men know is6 s. 8d. | 

 Theſecond was to have a fourth part of the 
205. which all men know to be 5 s, | 
 Thethird was to havea fifth part of the 20 s. 
which all men know to be 4. s. 

The fourth and laſt Gipfie was ro baye a 
{ixth part of the 20s. which all men know to 
bezs 4d. | 
c As for example, 

3 times 6's. 8 d, is mw»—— 20 5. 
And ſo is 4 times 5 5. —— 205. 
Ando is 5 times 4s. ——205. 
And ſois 6 times 3 s, 4 d, 205. 


And 
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And yet he that divided the mony was ſo 
yery a Giphie, that thongh he gave to every one 
thele ſaid tums,yert hc kept one ſhilling of it fox 
himſelf. 


As fer Example, 


Ss 
= 
5 
4 
3 


01*:0'0 with 


makes but 19 


- But now you ſhal know, that when the four 
Gipſies ſaw he had got one thilling by dividing 
the money, though not one of them knew why 
to demand more, yet l;ike-Lords and Courtiers 
every giplie envied him that was the gainer,and 
wrangled with him, and every one faid the re- 
maijning ſhilling belonged to him : And fo they fell 
to fo ich conteſt about it, as none that 
knowes the fairhfulnefle of one Gypſie to ano- 
ther, will eaſily believe ; only we that have 
lived this laſt twentie yezrs, are certain that 
money pas been able to do much miſchief, 
Howeyer' the Gipſies were too wiſe to go to 
Law , and, did. therefore . chuſe their cies 
friends Rook and Shark, and our late Engliſh 
Guſman to be their Arbitrators and Umpare- 3 
and ſo. they left 'this Honey-ſuccle-hedg, and 


went to Tell fortunes, and cheat, and get more 


INONCY 


I2t 
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{ moneyand lodging in the next Village, 
{+ -  Whentheſewere gone weheard as high a 
contention amongſtthe beggers, Whether it was 
eaſieſt to rip a Cloak, or to unrip acloak > One 
beggar aſhrmed it was all one ; but that was de- 
nyed by asking her, if domg and undoing were all 
one ? then another ſaid, '7was eaſieſt to unrip 4 
cloak, for that was to let it alone, But ſhe was 
anſwered, by asking her, how ſhe unripr it, 
if ſhe let italone ? And ſhe confeſt her ſelf mi- 
ftaken. Theſe and twenty ſuch like queſtions 
were propoſed and anſwered with as much 
begparly Logick and earneſtneffe as was ever 
heard to proceed from the moath of the moſt 
ertinacious Schiſmatick .; and ſometimes all 
the Beggers (whoſe number was neither more 
nor lefic then the Poets nine Muſes) talk'd all 
ther about this ripping and unripping,and 
none heard what the her (aid 5 but at laſt one 
gar cray'd audience,and told them, that old 
father Clazs, whom Ben fohnſon in his Beg- 
pers buſh creared King of their Corporation, 
was that night tolodpe at an Ale-houfe (called 
Catch-her-by-the-way,) not far from Waltam- 
(Fofſe, and in the hiph-rode towards London, 
and he deſired them to ſpend no more time a- 
bour that and ſuch like queſtions, but refer all 
to Farther Claws at night, and'inrhe meane time 
draw cuts what ſong ſhould benext ſang, and 
who ſhould fing it-;3 They all agreed to the 
$: motion, 


motion, and the lot fell to her that w 
youngeſt and yerieſt Virgin of the com 


and ſhe ſung Franck, Dawſons Song; which he 
made forty years ago, and all the other of the 
company joined to ſing the burthen with her ; 


the Ditty was this, bur farſt the burthen. 


Bright ſomes the Sun, play beggars play, 
Here's ſcraps enough to ſerve to day : 


What noyſe of wiols 1s ſo ſweet 

As when our merry clappers ring ? 

What mirth doth want when beggars meet ? 

A beg ers life is for a King : 
Eat, ark and play, fleep when we hiſt, 
Go where we will ſo ſtacks be miſt. 
Bright ſhines the Sun, play beggars play, 
here's ſcraps enough to ſerve to day. 


The world is axrs and ours alone, 

For we alone have world at will ; 

We purchaſe not, all is our own, 

Both fields and ſtreets we beggars fill: 
Play beggars play, play eats play, 
here's ſcraps enongh to ſerve to day. 


A Jumared herds of black and white 
Uponanr Gowns ſecurely feed 
FAnd yet if any dare #s be, 

He-dies therefore as ſure.as Creed : 
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Thy beggers Lordit as they pleaſe, 
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And only beggers live at eaſe : 
Bright ſhines the ſun, pla beg gers play, 
Here's ſcraps enough to ſerve to day, 


Venat. I thank you good Maſter, for this 
piece of merriment, and this Song, which was 
well humoured by the ran, well remem- 
bred by you. 

Piſc. But I pray _ not the Ketch 
which you promiſed to make againſt night, for 
our Country man, honeft Coridon will expe&t 
your Ketch and my Song, which I muſt be for- 
ced to patch up, for iris ſo long 1ince I learnt 

it, that I haye forgot a part ofit, But come, 
now it hath done raining, lets ſtretch our .legs 
a little in a pentle walk to the River, anll try 
what nds our Angles will pay us for[len. 
ding them ſo long to - uſed by the Trots; lent 
them indeed likeUlurers for our profit and their 
deſtruction, 

Venat. Oh me, look you Maſter, a fiſh a fiſh, 
oh las Maſter I have loſt her. 

Piſc. 1 marrie Sir, that was a good fiſh in- 
deed: if I had hadthe luck to haye takeh up 
that Rod, then *tis twentie to one, he ſhould 
not have broke my line by running to theRods 
end as you ſuffered him : I would have held 
him within the bent of my Rod,(unleſſethe had 
been fellow to the great Tromt that is near ra ell 

. | ? ong, 


CLI re PEI” — PTR. YT IS nin ce a9 nm ages gre — 


long, which was of ſuch a length and _ :thar 
he had his picture drawn, and now to e ſeen 
at mine Hoſte Rickabies at the George in Ware,) 
and it may be, by giving that very great 1foxt 
the Rod, that is, by caſting ir to him into the 
water, I might haye caught him at the ong 
run, for ſo I uſe alwaies to do when I meet wi 

an overgrown fiſh, and you will learn to do ſo 
200 hereafter : for 1 tell you, Scholer, fiſhing is 
an Art, or at leaſt, it is an Art to catch Fiſh. 

Venar. But Maſter, I haye beard, that the 
great troxt you ſpeak of is a Salmon. 

Piſc. Traſt me Scholer, I know not what to 
ſay to it. There are many Countrey people 
that believe Hares change Sexes every year 2 
And there be very many Learned men think ſo 
too, for in their difle&ting them they find ma- 
ny reaſons to iticline them to that belief, And 
whethcr this were a Salon when he came into * 
the freſh water, and his not returning into the 
{ea hath altered him to another colour or kind; 

I am not ableto ſay ; butI am certain he hath 
all the ſigns of being a Trout,both for his ſhape, 
color, and Fots, and yet many think he is nor. 

Venat. But Maſter, will this iro#t which I 
had hold of die ? for it is like he hath the hook 
in his belly. | | 

Piſc. I will tell you, Scholer, that unleſs the 
hook be faſt in his very Gorge, he will live, _ 
and a little time with the help of the water,will 
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ruft the hook, and'it wilt-irt time wear away : 
{ || as thegravel doth in the horſe hoof, which: on- 
| | ly leavesa falſe quarter. h 

| | © Andnow Scholer, lets go:to-my Rod. Look | 
if -_ Scholer, I haye a fiſh too, but it proves a | ® 


"68! 
L : 1 
Will: 
; Wi::; 
Wii: 


| m———_ Chub, and this is not much:a- i'w 
iſs, forthis wilt pleaſure ſame poor bady,: as 


| wego toour lodging to meet our brother Peter w 
and honeſt (oridon. Come, now bait your hook A 
| | again, andlay ic into the water, for it rains a- , 
{ | gain; and'we will ey'n retire to the Sycamere- | 
| | free, and there will-give yow more direttions l; 
| | concerning: Fiſhing : for F would. fain'make 1 
|! yonan Artiſt, - 
i R Venat. Yes, good Maſter, I pray let it be 0 
if T0, 


 - Pc. Well Scholer, now we are fate down l 
I andareateaſe, I ſhall tell you alittle more of T 
'” rome Fiſhing, becauſeÞ ſpeak of the Sabnov 
[|| (which 1 purpoſe ſliall be next,) and ther of || * 
|| the Pike or Zuce, You are: know, there is ' 
| nighltas welbas day-fiſhing for atroxr, and that. 
| int the night the beſt rrovrs came out of their 
” holds; and'the manner of taking them, is: on 
| thetop of the water with a great Lob or GaMden 
| worm, orrather two, which you are to: Fiſh 
with ina place where the waters run' ſonjewhat 
| quietly for in a ſtream the; bait will not be fo 
[| _ well diſcerned.) I ſay, ina qwer or dead) place 
| ncartoſome ſwift, there draw your bait = 
== t 
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the top of the water to and fro, and:if there he 
4 axe Paris inthe hole, he will take it, eſpect- 
ally if the __ be dark : for then he is. bold 
and lies near the top of the water, watching the 
motion ofany; Frog, or Water-rat or Mouſe that 
fmims betwixt him and the skie , theſe he 
hunts after, if he fees the water but wrinkle; or 
move in one. of theſe dead. holes; where theſt 
reat old Trouts uſually lie near to their holds; 
bi you are to note, that the great old Trout is 
both ſubtil and fearful, and lies cloſe all day, 
and does not: uſually ſtir out of his hold, bur 
lies in ir as cloſe ig the day-as the t1merous hare 
does-in her form: for the chief feeding: of both 
is {eldom inthe day, bur uſually: in the nighty 
and' then the -great Trout 'feeds yery bolds 
ly. "411? 
: And: you mult Fiſh for himwith a ſtroug 
Line, and not alittle haok, and let him haye 
time to Sorge your hook, for he'dves- not uſu. 
ally forſake it, as he oft vvill: in the day-fiſh. 
ing : and. if the night be not dark, then Fiſh: 6 
vvith an 2y:ificialflyof a light-colour : nay, he 
| yvill ſometimes r 4 ara'dead Mouſe, or a-piece 
of cloth ,or any: thing that ſeems to ſyyim croſs 
the yyater ; or to be-in motion : this is a choice 
vvay, but I haye notoft' uſedit, becauſe ir is 
void of the pleaſuresthar ſuch-daies as theſe, 
that yye tyyo novy enjoy, afford an Angler. 
'  And- you are. to. knoyy, thatin' Hampſhires 
| . vyhich 
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/ wvyhich TI think exceeds all England for ſyyitt; 
ſhallow, clear, pleaſant Brooks, and ftore of 
trouts, they ule to catch Trouts in the night, by , 
the light of a Torch or ſtraw, vyhich yyhen ff |; 
they have diſcoyered,they ſtrike yvitha Trour-fſ c 
{peer or other vyaies. This kind of vyay they ff {1 
catch yery many, butI yyould not believe it ,, 
till I yyas an eye-yvitneſs of iz, or do I like it fþ q, 


now I haye ſeen it. E 

i Venat. But Maſter, do not rrozts ſee us in rneff 
| Night? Nl - 
Li _ Piſc, Yes, and hear; and {mell too, both then Þ} , 
s i} - ja | , | 
| | and in the day time, for Geſner obſerves; the | x 


| |] Oreer ſmells a Fiſh forty furlong off him in the Þ þ 
|| wyyater: andthatitmay be true,' ſeems to be q 
affirmed by Sir Francis Bacon (in the eight Cen- Þ} þ, 
tury of his Naturall Hiſtory )vyho there proves, ÞÞ F 
that yyaters may be the Medium of ſounds,” by Þ « 
demonſtrating it thus, Tha# ':f you knock. twi ſh te 
fones together wery deep under the water, thoſe that Þ þ 
ſtand on a bank _nta ta that place may hear the 'noiſe Þ 1 
without any diminution of it by the water. He :allo 


offers the like experinient concerning the ler: I x 

| ting an Anchorfall by a very:long cable or rope i þ 
[ſſ// onarock, or the ſand yvithin the Sea : and this ſq 
if | being ſo yyecll obſerved and demonſtrated, as it Þ 
|| is by thatlearned man, has made me to believe Il |, 
| that Eeles unbed themſelyes,and ſtir at the rigile Wl 

| . ofthe Thunder, and not onely, as ſome think; Il g 


by the motion ar the ſtirring of the earth 
2 | | vyhich 
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yyhich . is occaſioned by that Thunder. | 

And this reaſon of Sir Frances Bacon (Exper. 
592.) has made me craye pardon of onethat I 
laught at, for aftrming that he knew (Arps 
come toa certain place i a; Pond to be fed at 
the ringing.of a Bell; or the beating of a Drum; 
and it ſhall bea rule for me to make as little 
noife as I can when I am fiſhing, untill Sir 
Francis Bacon be confuted, which I ſhall-give a= 
hy matt leave to do, | 

Arid, leſt you may think bim fingular m this 
opinion,. I will tell you, this ſeems to be belie- 
ved by our .learried Doctor Hackwe!l, who (in 
his Apology of Gods Power and Providence, f,36 0) 
quotes Phy to report that one of the Emperors 
had particular Fiſh-ponds, ard in them ſeveral 
Fiſh,” that appearedarid'icame when they were 
called by their particular names : and St.. amet 
tells is (hap. 3. and 7.) that all things inthe I 
have been tamed by Mankind. And Nag | 
bs (4þ.9.35;) that -fmonia the Wite of Druſue 
had a Lamprey; at whoſe.gils ſhe hung Jewels or 
Ear-rings 5 and'that others haye been ſo tenders 
hearted, as to ſhed tears at the death of Fiſhes, 
which they. have kept apd loyed. And theſe 
Obſeryations, which will ro moſt hearerg'ſceun 
wonderful; feem to have 2 further, confirmation 
- AMartial, ( bb. 4.' epigr.30:) who writes 

us2..: 1” ab by | 


| | Þ 1 


Meadow, he ſhall be white and faint, and yery 
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Piſcator fuge ne nocens, &c. 


Angler, woxld ſt thou be guilileſſe ? then forvear, 
For theſe are ſacred fiſhes that ſwimme heve ; 
Who know their Sovereign, and will lick his hand ; 
Then which none's greater mm the worlds command : 
Nay more, th have names, and when they called are, 
Doto their ſeveral owners Call repair. 


' Allthe further uſe that I ſhall make of this, 
ſhall be to adviſe anglers to be patient, and for- N 
_ ſwearing, leſt they be heard and catch no 
Fiſh. E 
| Andſol ſhall proceed next to tell you, it is 
certain, that certain fields near Lemſter,a Town 
in Herefordſhire, are obſeryed that they make 
the ſheep that graze upon tkem more fat than 
the next, and Io to bear finer Wool; that is Þ 
to ſay, that that Year in which they feed in ſuch 
a particular pafture, they ſhall yield finer wool | 
than they did that Year before they came to 
feed in it, and courſer again if they ſhall return | 
to their former paſture ; andagain return to a | 
finer wool being fed in the fine wool ground, 
Which I tell you, that you may the better be- 
lieve that I am certain, ifI catch a Troxt in one 


9 Hts amd. od twlO Þ 


like to be /owſie ; and as certainly, if I catch a 
Trom: in the next Meadow,hbe ſhall be ſtrong, _ 
- | | "Mp re J 
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yed, and lyſty, and much better meat: Truſt 
me, Scholer, I haye caught many a Troxt ina 
particular Meadow, that the very ſhape and the 
ename]l'd colour of him hath been ſuch, as hath, | 
joyed me to look on him; andI haye with much 
pleaſure concluded with Solomon, Every thing is 
- | Geantiful in his ſeaſon. | 
re, I ſhould by promiſe ſpeak next of the Sals 
»0n, but I will by your fayour faya little of 
| the Umber or Grayling 3 which is fo like a 
1s, Trozt for his ſhape and feeding, that I defre 
r- | I may exerciſe your patience with a ſhort dif: 
no | courſe of him, and the next ſhall be of the Sal 


| 10s. 
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an 

is | Obſervations of the Umber or Grayling,ond 
, diretHons how to fiſh for them, 

1 þ 


ro | Diſc. HE Umber and Graylng are 
n | | thought by ſome to differ as the 
a | Herring and Pilcher do 5 But 
d, 2 _ though they may do ſo in other 
z- | Nations, I think thoſe in England differ no- 
ie || thing but in their names. Aldrovandas fayes, 

they be ofa Trout kind : and Geſyer ſayes, that 
in his Countrey (which is Swiſſerland)) he is ac4 
counted the choiceſt Fiſh, And in tal, lie "y 


K 3 
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the moneth of 2Zay ſo highly valued, that he is 

{old thenat a much higher rate than any other 

Fiſh. The French (which call the Chub, UnVit- 

lay) call the Vnber of the Lake Lemon, Un Un- 

ble Chevahere ; and they value the Umber or 

Grayling ſo highly, thar- they fay he feeds on 
Oi, 


and that many have been caught out of 


their famous River of Zoyre, out of whole bel- 


lies grairis of gold have been often taken. And 
fomethink that he feeds on Water-Time, and 
ſmells ſo athis firſt taking out of the water ; 
and they may think ſo with as good reaſon as 
we do, that our Smelts-{mell like Violets at 
their being firſt caught 3 which I think. is a 
truth. _4/drovandus layes, the Salmon, the Gray- 
ling and Trom, and all Fifh that live in clear 
and ſharp ſtrearas, 4r& made 'by their mother 


Natnre of ſuch exact ſhape and pleaſant colors, | 


2” wan to invite us roajdy and contented- 
nefle in feafting with her. Whether this isa 
truth or not, is not my purpoſe to diſpute ; bur 


*ris certain, all that write of the Ver declare 


him to be very medicinable. And Geſper ſayes, 
that the fat ofa Grayling being ſet with a little 
Honie a day or two in the Sun in a little glaſs, 
is very excellent againſt redriefle, or aky thing 
that breeds in the eyes. Salwvian takes him to be 
called VUmber from his ſwift ſwimming or. gli- 


ding outof fighr,morelike a ſhadow.or a gholl 
rhana fiſh, Much more might be faid both of 
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| bolder then a Trout, for he will 
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$, Ambroſe the glorious Biſhop of A4llan(who 
liv'd when the Church kept Faiting days.) calls 
him oy rc fiſp,or flowre of tſhes;andthat hg 
was ſo far in love with him, that he would not 
let him paſs without the honour of along. Dif. 
courſe ; but I mult;and'paſs on to tell, you how 
to take this dainty fiſh. reel 

Firſt, Note, That he growes not to the big- 
neſſe of a Trout;for thei eſt of them do not 
uſually exceed eighteen les be lives in ſuch 
Rivers as the Trout does, and is uſually taken 
with the ſame baits as the Trout is, and: afrer 
the ſame manner, for he: will bite both ar the 
eMinnow, or Worm, or Fly, (though he bites 
not often at the Minnow ) and is yery game- 
ſome at the Fh,and much fimpler,a adtherefore 
| rwenty 
times at a flyc, if you mils him,and yet riſe a- 
eain, He has been taken with a flye made of 
the red feathers of a Parraketa, a ſtrange out- 
landiſh bird, and he will rife at a flye/ riot un- 


| likea gnatora ſmall moth, or indeed, at moſt 


flies that are not too big. He is a fiſh that 
Jurks cloſe all winter, but is yery 'pleafan? and 
jolly after mid-April and in e May, and in 'the 

ot months : he 1s of a fine ſhape; his fleſh! is 
white, his teeth; thoſe little ones that 'he 
has are in his throat; yet he has fo tender a 
mouth,that he is ofther loſt afteraf! Angler bas 

K | 


23 | 
the ſme] and taſte,bur I ſhall only tell you, that 


hooked _ | 
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[| | hooked him then any other fiſh. Though 
'|' there be many of theſe Fiſhes in Trenr,and ſome 


| ' other {ſmaller Rivers, as that which runs by $4- 
| 


ksbary,yethe is not ſo general a fiſh as theTroar, 
nor to me ſo good to eat or to Angle for, And 
5 I ſkall take my leave of him, and come to 

ome obſeryations of the Salmon, and how te 
catch him. 


CHAP. vIL 
''' Obſervations of the Salmon, with diredtions | 
rt how to fiſb for him. 


Piſc, HE Salmon is accounted the | 
King of freih-water.Fifh, and is 
ever bred in Rivers relating to 
the ſea, yer ſo high or far from it. 

2s admits of no tinQure of ſalt or brackiſhnels ; 

He is ſaid to breed or caſt his ſpawn in moſt Ri- 

vers inthe month of eAwgeſt : ſome ſay, that F 

then they dig a hole or _ in afafe place in Þ 

the gravel, and there place their egs or ſpawn 

(after the Melter has nM his naturall Office) | 

and then hid it moſt cunningly, and cover it 

oyer with gravel and ſtones ; and ſo leave it 
to their Creators prote&ion, who by a gentle | 
heat which he infuſes into that cold element 
makes it brood and beget life in the ſpawns 
1 3411] an 
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and to become Samlets early in the ſpring nexr 
following. 

The Saimons having ſpent their appointed 
time, and done this Natural Outy in the freſh 
waters, they haſte to the Sea before Winter, 
both the Melter and Spawner : bur if they be 
ſtopt by Floud-gates or Weres,or lolt in the freſh 
waters, then thoſe ſo left behind, by degrees 
grow ſich, and lean, and wnſeaſonable, and kipper, 


{ that is to ſay, have bony griftles grow out ' of 
| their lower chaps (not unlike a Hawks beak )} 


which hinders their feeding, and in time ſuch 
Fiſh ſo left behind, pine away and dye, *Tis 


| obſerved, thathe may liye thus one year from 


the Sea 3 but he then grows inſipid, and tafte- 
leſs, and loſes both his blood and ſtrength, and 
pines and dies the ſecond year, And *tis noted, 
that thoſe little Salons called Skegpers, which 
abound in many Rivers relating to Ne ſea, are 
bred by ſuch ſick Salmon, that might not go to 
the ſea, and that though they abound, yet they 
never thrive to any conſiderable bj ls 
But if the old ſalmon gets to the os then that 
griſtle weares away, or is caſt off (as the Eagle 
is faid to caſt his bill) and he recovers his 
ſtrength, and comes next Suntmer to the ſame 
River (if it be poſſible) to enjoy the former 
mer” that there poſleſt him 3 for (as one 
as wittily obſeryed) he has (like ſome perſons 
of honour and Riches, which have both their 
 K4 winter -. | 
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winter and Summer houſes) the freſh Rivers 
for Summer, and the falt water for. winter to 
ſpend his life in 8 which 1s not ( as Sir Francis 
Bacon hath obſerved in his Hiſtory of life and 
Death) above ten years : Andit is to be obſer- 
yed, that though they grow big in the Sca, yet 
they grow not fat but in freſh Rivers ; and it | 


js obferved, that the farther they get from the | 


Sea, they be both the fatter and better, 

Next,I ſhall tell you, that though they make 
very hardſhifr to get out of the freſh Rivycrs in- 
to the Sea,yet that they wil make harder ſhift ta 

et out of the falr into the freſh Rivers, to 
ſpawn or .poſlefſe the pleaſures that they have Þ 
Groerly ound in them, ro which ead theywill F 
force themſelyes through Floud-zates, or over | 
Weires,or hedges, or ſtops in the water, eyen be- | 
yond common belief. Geſner {peaks of fuch F 
places,as are known to be aboye eight foot | 
high aboye water, And our (ambden menti- 
ons (in his Briana) the like wonder to be: in 
Pembroke-ſbire, where the River Twpy falls into 
the lea, and that the fall is fo down-right, and | 
fo high, that the people ſtand and wonder at Þ 
the ſtrength and ſlight that they ſee the Salmon Þ 
uſe to get out of the Sed into the ſaid River ; 


andthe manner and height of the place is'ſo | 


notable, that it is known far by the name of the | 

Salmon-leap, concerning which, take this allo 

out of Hechael Draiton, my honeft old _ 
| | - of 


And when the' Salmon ſecks a freſher ſtream to find, 


(Which hither from the Sea comes yearly by his kind) | 


As he towards ſeaſon grows, CF ſtems the watry tratt 


| Where Tivy falling down,makes an high cataratt, 


Forc'd by the riſing rocks that there her courſe oppoſe, 
As though within her bounds they meant her to melaſe: 
Here when the labogrms fiſh does at the foot arrrue, 
And finds that by hus ſtrength he does but vainly ſtrive, © 
His taul takes in his month,and bending like a boyy 
That's to ful compaſs drawn,aloft himſelf doth throw, 
Then Sþringing at his height as doth a bittle wand 
That bended end to end,and ſtarted from mans hand, 
Far off it ſelf doth caft ; ſo does the Salmon var, . 
eAnd if at firſt he fail,his ſecoud Summer ſought, 

He inſtantly eſſaies, and from his nimble ring , 

Still yerking, never leaves untill himſelf be flung 


| eMbovethe oppoſing ſtream 


And next I ſhall tell you, that it is obſerved 
by Geſner and others, that there is no better 
Salmon then in England':” and that though ſome 
of our Northern Countries haye as fat and as 
large as the River Thames, yet none are of fo 
excellenta taſte. | 

Andas1 have.told you that Sir Francis Bacon 
obſerves, the age of a Salmon exceeds not ten 
years, fo let me next tell-you, that his: growth 
1s yery {udden-: it is aid, that aſter he is -got 
into the ſea, he becomes from a Samler, not fo 
big asa Gndgion,to bea Salmon, in as thort a 
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time asa Goſling becomes to be « Gooſe, Much 
of this has been obſerved by tying a R:bband or 
ſome known tape or thred, in the tail of ſome 
young Salmons,which have been taken in Weirs 
as they have ſwimm'd toward the ſalt water , 
and then by taking a part of them again with 
the known mark at the ſame place at their re- 
.zurn from the Sea, which is uſually abour fix 
moneths after ; and the like experiment hath 
been tryed upon young Swallowes, who have 
after ſix moneths abſence, been obſeryed to re- 
rurn to the ſame chimney, there to make their 
neſts and habitations for the Summer follow- 
ing : which has inclined many to think, that 
every Salmon uſually returns to the ſame River 
in which it was bred, as young Pigeons taken 
out of the ſame Dove-cote, Re alſo == obſer. 
yed todo. 
' Andyouare yet to obſerve further, that the 
He Salmon is uſually bigger then the Spawner, 
and that he is more kipper, andleſs able to en- 
dure a winter in the freſh water,then the She-is; 
et ſhe is at that time of looking leſs kipper and 
naſa watry,and as bad mear. 

And yetyou are to obſerve, that as there is 
no generall rule without an exception, fo there 
are ſome few Riyers in this Nation, that haye 
Tronts and Salmon in ſeaſon in winter, as 'tis cer- 
tain there be in the River Wy in Munmoth-ſhire, 
where they be in ſcalon (as Cambden ob- 
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ler, the obſervation of this and many other 
things, I muſt in manners omit, becauſe they 
will prove too large for our narrow compaſs of 
time, and therefore I ſhall next fall upon my 
dire&tion how to fiſh for this Sa/mor. 

And for that firſt, you ſhall obſerve, that n. 
ſually he ftaies not long in a place(as Trowts wil) 


bur (asI faid) covers ſtill ro go nearer the. 


Spring-head ; and that he does not (as the Trowt 
and many other fiſh) lie near the water fide or 
bank, or roots of trees, but ſwims in the dee 
and broad parts of the water, and uſually in the 
middle, and near the ground ; and that there 
youareto Fiſh for him, and that he is to be 
caught as the Troxt is, with a Worm, a Minnow, 
(which ſome call a Penke) or with a Fly. 

And you are to obſerve, that he is yery ſel. 
dom obſerved to bite at a innow, (yet } Marry 
time he will)and net oft at a fly,but more uſual. 
ly at a Worm, and then moſt uſually at a Lob or 
Garden-worm, which ſhould be well ſcoured, 
thatis to ſay, ſeven or eight daies in Moſs be- 
fore you fiſh with them : and if you double your 
time of eight into ſixteen or more, into twenty 
or -more = it is ſtill the better, for the 
worms will ſtill be clearer, tougher, and more 
lively, and continue ſo longer upon your hook, 
and they may be kept longer by kceping them 
cool and in freſh Moſs, . 


139 
ſerves,) from September till April. But my Scho. 
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Note alſo, that many uſe to fiſh: for - a Salmon 
with a ring of wyre on the top of their Rod, 
through which the Line may run to as great a 
'” lengthas itis needfull when he is hook'd, And 
'' to thatend, ſome ule a wheel about the middle 
+ of their Rod, or nearer their hand, which are to 
be obſerved either by ſeeing one of them, or a 
large demonſtration of words. | 
And now I ſhall tell you, that which may be 
called a ſecret : I haye been a fiſhing with old 
Otiver Henly, (now with God) a noted Fiſher, 
both for Trozt and Salmaos, and have obſer ved, 
that he would uſually take three or four worms | | 
out of his bag, and put them into lictle box in 
his pocket, where _* would uſually let them - 
['//” continue halfan hour or more, before he would 
'; , baithis hook with them ; I haveasked him his 
” reaſon, and he has replyed, He did bat pick the 
beſt out to be ina readineſſe againſt he baited his hook, 
the next time : But he has been obſerved both 
by others, and my ſelf, to catch more fiſh then I 
or any other body, that has ever gone a faſhing 
with him could do, and eſpecially | Salwmons 3 
and T haye been told lately by one of his moſt 
intitnate and ſecyet friends, that the box in 
which he put thoſe worms, was annointed with 
a drop, or two, or three of the Oil 'of; 7oy: ber- 
ries, made by expreſſion or infuſion,and chatby 
[07 the worms remaining in that.box an hour, ora 
|} liketime, they had incorporated a kind of ge 
WW _- * | thal 
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that was irreſiſtibly attra&ive, wk, toforce 
any fiſh within the ſmel] of them, to bire. 'This 
a Þ I heard not long ſince froma friend, bur have 
a not tryed it ; yet I grant it probable, and refer 
le my Reader ro Sir Fraxc:s Bacons Natural Hilto. 
O | ry, wherehe proves fiſhes may hear : andIam 
4 if certain Geſyer ſaies, the Orter can ſmell in rhe 
water, and I know not but that fiſh may do ſo 
'C | too: 'tisleftfor a lover of Angling, orany that 
” defires to improve that Arr, to try this conclu- 
» | fon, | 
| 1 ſhall alfo impart two other experiments 
3 | (butnortryed by my ſelf) which I will deliver 
1 | inthe fame words that they were given me(by 
| att excelletit Anpler,and very friend) in twri- 
| ting, he'tdId me the latter was roo good ro be 
roll, bur in'a learned language, left it ſhonld be 
madeccommnion, Fj 
| Take the ſtinking oil, drawn out of Polypody of 
| the Oak bya retort, mixt with Turpenrine, and 
Hive-honey, and anmoint your bait therewith, and 
will doubtleſs, draw the fiſh to it. 
The other'is this : YVulnera hedere grandflime 
infletar ſutlant Balſam oleo gelato, alvicantique * 
perſimnle, odorts vero longe ſnaviſuum. 
"Tis ſupremely ſweet to avy fiſh, and yet. 
[a fetida may do the like. | 
Bur in theſe things I have no great faith, yer 
grant it probable, and have had from ſome chi- 
mical men (namely, from Sir George Haſtings 
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and others) an affirmation of them to be yery 
adyantageous : but no more of theſe, eſpecially 
not in this place, | 

I might here, before I take my leave of the 
Salmon, tell you, that there is more then one 
ſort of them, as namely, a Teeon, and another 
called in ſome places a Samler, or by ſome, a 
Skegger : but theſe {and others which i forbear 
to name) may be Fiſh of another kind; (and 
differ, as we know a Herringand a Pilcher do,) 
which T think are as different, as the Rivers in 
which they breed, and muſt by me be left to 
the diſquifitions of men of more leiſure, and of 
greater abilities, then I profeſs my ſelfto have, 

Andlaſtly, Iam to borrow ſo much of your 
promiſed patience, as to tell you that the Trowt 
or Salmon being in ſeaſon, haye at their firſt ta- 
king out of the water (which continues durin 
life) their bodies adorned,the one with ſuch oy 
- 200 and the other with {uch-black or blackiſh 
. ſpots, which gives them ſuch an addition of na- 

tural beauty, as I think, was never given to any 

woman by the Artificial Paint or Patches in 
which they ſo much pride themſelyes in this 
age. And ſo I ſhall leaye them, and proceed to 
ſome Obſervations of the Pike. : 
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CHAP. VIII. 


obſervations of the Luce or Pike, with di: 
refFions how to fiſh for him. 


Piſc. HE mighty Zxceor Pike ts taken 
| to be the Tyrant (as the Salmon is 
the King) of the freſh waters, Tis 
not to be doubted, but that they 
are bred,ſome by generation,and ſome not : as 
namely, of a Weed called Pickerel-weed, unlefle 
learned Geſyer be much miſtaken ; for he ſayes, 
this weed and other glutinous matter, with'the 
help of tke Suns heat in ſome particular Mo- 
neths, and ſome Ponds apred for it by nature, 
do become pikes. But doubtlefle divers pikes 
are bred after this manner, orare brought in- 
to ſome Ponds ſome other m_ that is paſt 
mans finding out, of which we have daily teſti. 
monies. 

Sir Francis Bacon in his Hiſtory of Life and 
Death, obſeryes the pike to be the longeſt li- 
ved of any freſh-water-Fiſh, and yet he com- 
putes it ro be notuſually above forty years; and 
others think ir to be not aboye ten years ; and 
yet Geſner mentions a pike taken in Sweaeland 
inthe Year x449. witha Ring about his neck, 
declaring he was pur into the Pond by Frederick, 
the ſecond, more than two hundre young 

re 


fore he was laſt taken, as by the Inſcription of 
that Ring (being Greek?) was \interpreted by 


{ |; che then Biſhop of Worms. But of this no more, 


but that it is obſeryed,that the old or very great 
Pikes have it them more of ſtate. than good- 
neſs ; the ſmaller or middle (ized Pikes being 
by the moſt and choiceſt Palates obferyed to be 
the beſt meat ; and contrary, the Eele is obſer. 
yed to be the better for age and bignefs. 

All Pikes that live long prove chargeable to 
their Keepers, becaule their life is ndaintained 
by the death of ſo many other Fiſh, even thoſe 
of his own kind, which has made him by fome 
Writers to be called the Tyrant of the Rivers, 
or the Fre/h-water-woolf,, by reaſon of his bold, 

reedy — diſpoſition 5 which is fo 

een, as Gaſner relates, a man going toa Pond 
(whereit feems a Pike had devearatal the fith) 
to.water his Mule, hada Phe bit his /Mule by 
the lips, to which the [P;ke bung ſo faſt, that 
the Mule drew him out of the water, and by 
that accident the owner of the Mule got the 
pike. And the ſame Geſyer obſerves,that a Maid 
in -Polandhad a pike bit her by the foot as ſhe 
was waſhing # axe in a Pond. :And I have 
heard the like ofaworman in-X:llmgiporth Pond, 
notfar from (oventry, But I havebeen aſſured 
by .my-friend Mr. Seaprave, of whom ſpake 
to.you formierly, . thar keeps tame- Otters, that 
he hat: known.n-þike in-extreme ior ies 
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f 
| Wy had caught, and was then bringing out of the |} 
re, | water. I have told you who relates theſe things, | 


and tell you they are perſons of credit, and ſhall 
d. | conclude this obſcryation, by telling you what 
a wiſe man has obſerved, 1: zs a hard thing to per- 
be  ſade the belly, becauſe it has no ears. | 
But if theſe relations be disbelieyed, it is too 
cyident to be doubted that a pike will deyoura 
Fiſh of his own kind, that ſhall be bigger than 
od his belly or throat will receive, and {wallow a 
fo art of him, and let the other part remain in 
bis mouth till the ſwallowed part be digeſted, 
and then ſwallow that other part that was in his 
mouth, and ſo put it over by degrees; which is 
{> | notunlike the Oxeand ſome other beaſts, ta- 
id | King their meat not out of their niouth into 
Tl their belly, bur firſt into ſome place betwixt, 
y and then chaw it, or digeſt it after, which is cal- 
| led Chewing the cud. And doubtleſs pikes will 
y. bite when they are not hungry, ' bur as ſonie 
think in very anger, when a tempting bait 
4 | comes near to them. | | 
And it is obſerved, that the pike will cat ye- 
nemous things, ( as ſome kind of Frogs are) 
J and yet live: without being harmed by them : 
q for, as ſome ſay, he has in him a natural Balſom 
or Antidote againſt all poiſon ; and others, that 
he neyer eats the yenemous Frog, till he haye 
firſt killed her, and then (as Dxcks are oo - 
L ved _ 


with one of his Otters for a Carp that the Otter iſ 
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yed to do to Frogs in Spawning time, at which 
time ſome Frogs are obſerved to be yenemous) 
{o throughly waſht her, by tumbling her up 
and down in the water, that he may deyour her 
without danger. And Geſver affirms, that a Po- 
tonian Gentleman did faithfully affure him, he 
had ſeen two young Geele at one time in the 
belly of a pike. And doubtleſle a pike in his 
height of hunger will bite at and deyour a dog 
that {wimmes ina Pond, and there has been 
examples of it, or the like; for asI told you, 
The belly has no ears when hanger comes upon it. 

The pike is alſo obſerved to bea ſolitary, 
melancholly and a bold Fiſh : Melancholly,be- 
cauſe he alwayes {wimmes or reſts himſelf a- | 
lone, and never {wimmes in ſholes or with com- 
pany, as Roach and Dace, and moſt other Fiſh 
do: And bold, becauſe he fears not a ſhadow, 
or to {ce or be ſeen of any body ,as the Troxr and 
Chwb, and all ocher Fiſh do. 

And itis obleryed by Geſzer, that the Jaw- 
bones, and Hearts, and Galls of pikes are yery 
medicinable for ſeyeral diſeaſes, or ro ſtop 
bloud, to abate Fevers, to cure Agues, to op- 
poſe or expel the infe&ion of the Plague, and 
ro be many wayes medicinable and uſeful for 
the good of Mankind ; but he obſeryes, that 
the biting of a pike is yenemous and hard to be 
cured. 

And it is obſerved, that the Pike is a fiſh that 
breeds 


. 


147. 
1 © breeds but once a year, and that other fiſh (as 
) | namely Loaches) do breed oftner : as we are 
d | certain tame Pigeons do altnoſt every moneth ; 
r 
e 
e 


and yet the Hawk, a bird of prey (as the Pike is 
of Fiſh) breeds but once in twelye moneths : 
and you are to note, that his time of breeding 
e || or Spawning is uſually about the end of Febraa- 
S Þ rj, (or ſomewhat later, in arch, as the wea- 
2 | ther proves colder or warmer) and to note, that 
n Þ| his manner of breeding is thus, a He anda She 
> Þ Pike will uſually go togerher our of a River in- 
to ſome ditch or creek,and that there the Spaw- 
73 Enercaſts hereggs, and the Melter hoyers over 
- Eherall that rime that ſhe is caſting her Spawn, 
1- FSbut touches her not; 
l- | I might ſay moreof this, but it might be 
h thought curioſity or worle, and ſhall therefore 
V, Eforbear it, and take up ſo much of your atten- 
1d ftjon as to tell you, that the beſt of Pikes are no- 
ed to be in R:wers, next thoſe in great Ponds or 
V eres,and the worſt in ſmall Ponds. 
'Y Bur before I proceed further, Iam to tel} 
PP Fou, that there is a great antipathie berwixr the 
P- Pike and ſome Frogs ; and this may appear to 
10 ſhe Reader of Dxbravim, (a Biſhop in Bohe- 
Or ia) Who in his Book of Fiſh and Fiſh-ponds, 
"at Felates what he ſaies he ſaw with his own eyes, 
nd could nor forbear to tell the Reader, Which 


as : 


s eb Biſhop Thurzo were walking by 4 


.___ I might tell you as wonderful a ſtory,but 1 ſhall] 


_ 


148 The Complete Angler: 
large Pondin Bohemia, they ſaw a Frog, wh 
the Pike lay very ſleepily and quiet by the ſhore ſide, 
leap upon his head, and the Frog having expreſt ma. 
lice or anger by h1s ſwolne cheeks and ſtaring eyes, du 
ſtretch ont hts legs and imbraced the Pikes head, and 
preſently reached them to his eyes, tearing' with then 
and his teeth thoſe tender parts; the Pike moved 
with anguiſh, moves up and down the water and rubs 
himſelf againſt weeds, and what ever he though 
might quit him of his enemy 3; bat all in vain, for tht 
frog did continue to ride triumphantly, and to bite and 
torment the Pike till his ſtrength failed, and then he 
ſunk_ with the Pike to the bottom of the water ; then 
preſently the frog appeared again at the top and 
croaked, and ſeemed to rejoyce like a Conqueror ,and ſt 
then preſently retyred to her ſecret hole. The Biſhup,| 
that had beheld the battel, called his fiſherman to fetch d 
his nets, and by all means to get the Pike, that th tl 
might declare what had hapned : and the Pike wo 0! 
drawn forth with both his eyes eaten ont, at whit 
when they began to wonder, the Fiſherman wiſheſ \e 
them to forbear, and aſſured them he'was certam tht *© 
Pikes were often ſo ſerved, | lo 
I told this (which is to be read. in the ſixth 

Chapter of the Book of Dxbravims) untoafp 
friend, who replied, It was as improbable as ' by 
have the mouſe ſcratch out the cats eyes, Bur he did 2c 
not conſider that there be fiſhing Frogs (whict fi 
| the Dalmatians call the Water-Devil) of whicl 
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tell you, that 'tis not to be doubted, but thar 
there be ſome Frogs ſo fearful of the Water- 
ſnake, that when they ſwim in a place they fear 
to meet with him, they get a reed acroſle into 
their mouthes, which if they two meet by ac. 
cident,ſecures the frog from the ſtrength and 
malice of the Snake, and note, that the frog 
ſwims the faſter, 

And let me tell you, that as there be Water 
and Land-frogs, ſo there be Land and Water- 
ſnakes. Concerning which take this Obſerya- 
tion, That the Land-ſnake breeds and hatches 
her eggs, which become young Snakes in ſome 
old dunghil, or a like hot place ; but the Water- 
ſnake, which is not yenemous (and as I haye 
been afſured by a great obſerver of ſuch ſecrets) 
dues breed her young alive, which ſhe does nor 


| then forſake, but bides with them, and in caſe, 


of danger will take them all-into her mouth and 
{wim away from any apprehended danger, and 
let them out again when ſhe thinks all danger 
to be paſt : Theſe be accidents that we Anglers 
ſometimes ſec and often talk of. 

But whither am Igoing ? I had almoſt loſt 
my ſelf by remembring the Diſcourſe of Da- 
bravius, 1 will therefore ſtop here, and tell you 
Met, to my promiſe #8 to catch this 

1, 


L 3 | His 
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His feeding is uſually of f/ or frogs, and 
ſometimes a weed of his own called Pickerel. 
weed, Of which I told you ſome think ſome 
Pikes are bred ; for they have obſeryed that 
where none have been put into Ponds, yet they 
have there found many : and that there has 
been plenty of that weed in thoſe Ponds, and 
that that weed both breeds and feeds them but 
whether thoſe Pikes ſo bred will ever breed by 
er as the others do, I ſhall leaye to the 
diſquiſitions of men of more curioſity and lea- 
ſure then I profeſs my ſelf to have ; and ſhall 
procecd to tell you that you may fiſh for a Pike, 
either with a /edger or a walking bait 3 and you 
are to note, that I call that a Lodger baite which 
is fixed, or made to reſt in one certain place 
when you ſhall be abſent : and I call that a 
walking bait, which you take wirh you, and 
have ever in motion, Concerning which two) 
ſhall give you this dire&ion, That your lego 
| | OE alt 


a PE 
cw NG 


bait is beſt to bea living bait, whether ir be 2 
fiſh or a frog ; and that you. may make them 
live the longer, you may, or-indeed you muſt 
take this courle. 

Firſt, for your live bait of fiſh, a Roch or 
Dace is (I think) beſt and molt tempting, 2nd a 
Pearch is the longeſt lived an. a hook, and ha- 
ving cut off his fin on his back, which may be 
done without hurting him, you mult take your 
knife,(which cannot be too ſharp) and betwixt 
the head and the fin on the back, cut or make 
an inciſion, or ſuch-a ſcar as you may put the 
arming wier of your hook into it, with as little 
bruiſing or hurting the fiſh as Artand diligence. 
will enable you'to do,. and fo carrying your ar= 
ming wier along his back, unto, or near the 
taile of your Fiſh, betwixt the skin and the bo. 
dy of it, draw out that wier or arming of your 
hook at another ſcar near to his tailthen Ph bim 
about it with thred,but no harder then of necel- 
ſity you muſt to preyent hurting the faſh;and the 
better to avoid hurting the Fiſh , ſome haye a 
kind of probe to open the way,for the more ealic 
entrance and paſſage of your wyer or arming z 
but as for theſe, time and a little experience 
will teach you better- then I cen by words ; 


therefore I will for the preſent ſay no moreot 


this, but come next to give you ſome dirc&tions 
bow to bait your hook with a frog. 


. Ven. Butgood Maſter, did not you fay even _ 
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'# now, that ſome Frogs were venemous, and is it 


not dangerous to touch them ? 
Piſc, Yes, butT will give you ſome Rules or 
Caurions concerning them: And firſt, you are to 


| | ' note, there are two kinds of F rogs;that is to ſay, 


(if I may ſo expreſs my ſelf) a fleſh, and a fiſk- 
frog : by fleſhfrogs, I mean frogs that breed, and 
live on the land ; and of theſe thece be ſeveral 
ſorts alſo and colours,ſome being peckled,ſome 
reeniſh, ſome blackiſh, or brown : the green 
Frog, which is a ſmall one, is by Topſeltaken to 
be yenemous;and fo is the padock, or Frog-pa- 
dog, which uſually keeps or breeds on the land, 
and is very large and bony, and big, eſpecially 
the She frog of that kind ; yet thele will ſome- 
time come into the water, but it is not often ; 
and the land frogs are ſome of them obſerved 
by him, to breed by laying eggs, and orhers to 
breed of the ſlime and duſt of the earth,and that 
in winter they turne to ſlime again,and that the 
next Summer that very ſlime returns to be a li- 
ving creature ; this is the opinion of Pliny : and 
REY * Cardanm undertakes to give reaſon 
Book, De ſub. for the raining of F rogs : bur if it 
were in my power, it ſhould rain 

none but water-Frogs, for thoſe I think are not 
venemous, efoociatly the right water-Frog, 
which about Febraary or March breeds in dit- 
ches by ſlime and blackiſh eggs in that ſlime, 
avout which time of breeding the He and She 
Frog 


A Ekeaky 1A. _ _ 


Frog are obſcryed to uſe divers Summer-ſamts, 
and to croke and make a noiſe, which the land- 


r frog, or Padok frog never does. Now of theſe 
0 water-frogs, if you intend to Fiſh witha fro 
', for a Pike, you areto chute the yelloweſt thar 
- you can pet, for that the Pike ever likes beſt, 
d And thus ule your frog, that he may continue 
1 long alive. 
Ce Put your hook into his. mouth, which you 
n may cafily do from about the middle of April 
0 till 4uguſt, and then the frogs mouth grows 
4- up, and he continues ſo for ar lcaſt ſix moneths 
d, without eating, but is ſuſtained, none but he 
ly whoſe name is Wonderful, knowes how. I ſay, 
e- po your hook,I mean the arming wyer through 
3 is mouth, and our art his gills, and rhen with 
ed a fine needle and {11k ſow the upper part of his 
to 


BB with onely one ſtitch to the arming wire 
at of your hook, or tye the frogs leg above the up- 


he per joynt to thearmed wire, and in ſo doing, 
li- uſe ef as though you loved him, that is, harm 
nd him as little as you may poſhbly, that he may 
On 


live the longer. 
It And now, having given you this dire&ion 


in for the baiting your ledger hook with a live 
ot. | Fiſhor frog, my next mult be to tell you, how 
0, your hook thus baited muſt or may be uſed : 
1t- 


and it is thus. Having faſtned your hook to a 
| line, which if it be not fourteen yards long, 
ſhould not be leſic then twelye ; you are to fa- 
Te5r 


' 
| 
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7 ten that line to any bough near to a hole where 
a Pike is, or is likely mi or to hayea haunt, 
and then wind your line on any forked ſtick, 
all your line except half a yard of it or rather 
more, and ſplit that forked ſtick with ſuch a 
nick ornotchat oneend of it, as may keep thc 
line from any more of it rayelling from about 

77 theſtick, then ſo much of it as you intended ; 

{7} andchuſe your forked ſtick to be of that bigneſs 
|, as may keep the fiſh or frog from pulling the 
forked ſtick under rhe water till the Pike Fray 


and then the Pike having pulled the line forth 
of the clifc or nick of that ſtick in which it was 
gently faftned, will have line enough to go to 


is hold and powch the bait : andif you would 
have this ledger bait to keep at a fixt place, un- 
diſturbed by wind or other accidents which 
may driye it to the hore ſide, (for you are to 
note, that it is likelieſt to catch a Pike in the 
midit of che water then hang a ſmall Plummer 
of lead, a ſtone, or piece of tyle, or a turf in a 
ftring, and caſt it into the water, with the fork- 
ed ſtick, to hang upon the ground to be an An- 
chor to keep the forked ſtick from moving out 
of your intended place till the Pike come. This 
I taketo be a yery good way, to uſe ſo many 
ledger baits as you intend to make tryal of. 
Or if you bait your hooks thus, with live Fiſh 
or Frogs, and in a o_ day, faſten them thus 


to a bough or bundle of ſtraw, and þy the wr 
oO 


The Complete Angler. 155 
of that wind can get them to moye croſle a pond | 
or mere, you are like to ſtand {till on the ſhore | 
and ſee ſport, if there be any ſtore of pukes ; or | 
theſe live Baits may make ſport, being tied a- || 
bout the body or wings ofa Gooſe or Dack,, || 
and ſhe 6 we" overa Pond: and the like may || 
be done with turning three or four live Baits || 
thus faſtned to Bladders, or Boughs, or Bottles | 
of Hay, or Flags, to ſwim down a river, whilſt | 

ou walk quictly alone on the ſhore, andare | 
ſtill in expectation of ſpart. The reſt muſt be 
taught you by practice, for time will not allow | 
me to {ay more of this kind of fiſhing with live | 
Baits. 

And for your dead Bait for a pike, for that 
you may be taught by one dayes going a fiſh» 
ing with mc, or any other body that fiſhes for 
bim, for the baiting your, ha. with a dead 
Gudgron or 4 Roach,and moving it up and down 
the' water. .is too eafiea thing to take up any 
timeto-dire&t you to doit ; and yet, beca 
I cut you ſhort 1n that, I will commute for it, 
by telling you that that was told me for a ſe- 
cret: itis this, 

Difſolkvs Gum of Ivie in Oyle of Spike, and 
therewith annoynt your dead bait for a Pike, and 
then caſt it mto a likely place, and when it has layn a 
ſhort time at the bottom, draw i towar«s the top of 
the water, and ſo up the ſlream, aud it ts more than 
likely that you have a Pike follow you vith more 
than common eagerneſſe. | And 
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'F _ And ſome affirm, that any Bait annointed 
# with the marrow of the Thigh-bone of an Herr 
l | is2 great temptation to any F iſh. . 

' Theſehave notbeen tried by me, bur: told 
'F/ me by a friend of note, thar pretended to do 
'F meacourtefic : bur if this dire&ion to catch a 
bl. pike thus do you no good, yetT am certain this 
F dice&ion how to roaſt him when he is caught, 
7 is choicely good, for I have triedit; andit is 
#/ ſomewhat the better for not being common : 
7 burwith my dire&tion you mult ore this Cau- 
I tion, that your pike muſt not be a ſmall one, 
F that is, it muſt be halfa Yard, and ſhould be 
LF bigger. 

W Firſt, = your Pike at the gills, andif need be, 
8 cat alſoa bitle ſlit towards his belly ; ont of theſe take 
WR his gots, and keep his liver, which you are to ſhred 
8 very ſmall with Time, Sweet-margerome, and a 
= tle Winter-ſayoury ; to theſe put ſome pick- 
7 /d Oyſters, and ſome Anchovies two or three, both 
= theſe laſt whole (for the Anchovies will melt, and 
LB the Oyſters 291d not) to theſe you muſt adde alſo a 
BE pond of ſivect Butter, which you are to mix with the 
WR herbs that are ſhred,and let them all be well ſalted,(if 
WW the Pike be more than a yard long, then you may put 

| nto theſe herbs more than a pound, or if he be leſſe, 
then leſſe Butter will ſuſſice :) theſe being thus mixt 
with a blade or two of Mace, muſt be put mto tle 
I Pikes belly, andthen his belly ſowed up, and ſo ſor = 

|| edupas'to keep all the Butter in hs belly if ut be poſ- 
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ſible, .if not, then as much of tt as you poſſible can, but 
take not off the ſcales ; then you are to thraſt the £put | 
through his month out at his tayle, and then with | 
four, or froe, or ſix Split ſlicks, or very thin lathes, [ 
and a convenient quantity of Tape or Filliting, theſe '| 
laths areto betyed mo about the Pikes body frons | 
his head to his tayle, and the Tape tyed ſomewhat | 
thick to prevent his wy or falling off from the | 
Spit 3 let him be roſted very leaſurely, and ofteu ba | 
ſted with Claret wine and Anchovjes, and Butter | 
mixt together, and alſo with what moiſture falls from | 
him int the pan : when you have roſted him ſuffici | 
ently, you are to hold under him (when you unwind or | 
cut the Tape that tyes him) ſuch a diſh as you pur- | 
poſe to eat him out of, and let him fall into it with the 
ſawce that is roſted in his belly, and by this means the 
Pike will be kept unbroken and complete : then to the 
ſawce which was within, and alſo inthe pan, you are 
to adae a fit quantity of the beſt Butter , and 10 
ſquee7e the jnyce of three or four Oranges : laſtly,you 
may either put into the Pike with the Oyſters, two 
cloves of Garlxk_ , and take it whole out when the 
Pike is cut off the fit, or to give the ſawce a hogo, 
let the diſh ( into which you ler the Pike fall) be rus- 
bed with it : the uſing or not uſing of this Garlick.is 
left to your diſcretion. | 


M.B. |} 


This diſhof meat is too good for any but | 
Anglers or honeft men; and I truſt, you will ' 


. 3 VE 
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prove both, and therefore I have truſted you 


with this Secret. 
Let me next tell you, that Geſzey tells us there 


| [ the Lake Thraſmane in 1raly ; and the next, if 
\/F notequall to them,are the Pikes of England,and 


[3 that in Eng/and, Lincolu-ſhire boaſteth to have the 
|Z biggeſt. Juſt ſo doth Sex boaſt of four ſorts 
= offiſh; namely an eArmndell « Muller, a Chi- 
cheſter Lobſter, a (helſey cockle, and an Amerly 
Trout. 

Burt I will take up no more of your time 
with this relation,bur proceed to give you ſome 
_—_ of the (arp, and how to angle for 

im, 


pn 


CHAP, IX% 


_— the Carp, with Direttions 
ow t0 fiſh for him: 


Piſc, T HE Carp is the Queen of Rivers, 


a ſtately, a good, and a yery ſub- 
til fiſh,that was not at firſt bred, 
wr nor hath been long in England, 
T7 butisnownaturalized, Iris ſaid, they were 

| brought hither by one Mr. Maſcala Gentleman, 
that rhen lived at Plumſtedin Suſſex, a County 
that abounds more with-this fiſh then any in this 

MATION. . | You 


are no Pikes in Spain, and that the largeſt are in 


wp map—y P— ads 7 Brat: 


4 _ 


You may remember that I toldyou, Geſwer . | 
fays,there are no Pikes in Spain ; and doubtleſfle, 
there was a time,about a hundred or a few more 
years ago,when there were no (arps in England, 
as may ſeem to be affirmed by SirKichard Baker, |} 
in whoſe Chronicle you may tand theſe Verſes, 


Hops and Turkies, (: of and Beer 
Came into England all in a year. 


And doubtleſle as of Sea-fiſh the Herring dies 
ſooneſt our of the water, and of freſh-water- 
fiſh the Troxt, 1o (except the Eele) the Carpin- 
dures moſt hardnefle, and lives longeſt our of 
his own proper element. And therefpre the re- 
port of the Carps being brought our of a for- 
raipne intothis Nation is the more probable. 

Carps and Loaches are obſerved to breed 
ſeyerall months in one year, which Pikes and 
moft other Fiſh do not. And this is partly 
po by tame and wild Rabbets, as ufo by 
ome Dxcks, which will lay egs nine of the 
twelye months, and yet there be other Ducks 
that lay not longer then about one month, 
And it is the rather belieyed, becauſe you ſhall 
ſcarce or never take aMale Carp without aHetr, 
or a Fexale without a Roe or ſpawn, and for the 
moſt part very much ; and eſpecially all the 
Summer ſeaſon ; and it is obſeryed, that they 
breed more naturally in ponds then in running 
waters, (ifthey breed there at all; ) and thar 


ALE 
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' thoſe that* -e in Rivers are taken by men 
of the beſt palates to be much the better 
meat. ” 

And it is obſerved, that in ſome ponds Carps 
will not breed, eſpecially in cold porids ; but 
where they will breed, they "5 | innumera- 
bly 3 Ariftotle and Phny ſay, fix times in a year, 
/if there be no Pikes nor Pearch to deyour thcir 
Spawn, when it is caſt upon grafle, or flags, or 
weeds, where it lies ten or twelve daics before 
it be enlivened. 

The (arp, it he have water-room and good 
feed, will grow to a very great bigneſſe and 
length : I haye heard, to be much aboye a yard 
long. *Tis ſaid (by ovirs, who hath writ of |} | 
. Fiſhes) that in the Lake Larianin 1taly, Carps || | 
hayethriven to be more then fifty pound | 

{ 


weight,which is the more probable, for as the 
Bear is conceiv'd and born ſuddenly ; and be-: 
ing born is but ſhort-liv'd : So on the contrary, | f 
the Elephant is {aid to be two years in his dams Þ f 
belly (ſome think he is ten years in it,) and be- F r: 
ing born growesin bi neil twenty years ; and | tl 
*tis obſery'd too that he lives to the Age of a I d 
hundred ycars. And 'tis alſo obſery'd that the Þ} of 
rocadile is very long-liv'd, and more then that, F or 
that all that long life he thrives in bigneſlc, and Þ th 
ſo. I think ſome Carps do, Cechally in ſome 
places ; though I never ſaw one above 23. in-F 
ches, which was a great and a good]y Fiſh : But 
| haye 
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haye been aſſured there are ofa far greater fize; 
and in England too.” 
Now, as the increaſe of Carps is wonderful 
s for their number ; ſo there is not a reaſon found 
It out, I think by any, why they ſhould breed in 
- | ſomeponds, and not in others of the ſame na= } 
\ rure, fr ſoil and all other cirumſtances; andas | 
r their breeding, fo are their decaies alſo yery 
r | myſterious: Ihaye both read it, and been told 
e | by a Gentlemah of tryed honeſty, that he has 
known ſixty or more large Carps put into- ſeye= 
d || rall ponds near toa houle, where by reaſoh of 
d || the ſtakes in the ponds, and the Owners coti= 
d | ſtantbeing near to them, it was impoſlible they 
of | ſhould be iole away from him, and that whett 
ps | he has after threeor four years emptyed the 
d __ and expected ai increaſe from them by 
| breeding young ones (for that they might do 
e- Y ſo, he had, as therule is, put in three Melters 
7, | for one Spawner) he has, I ſay, after three or 
as & four years found neither a young nor old Carp 
e- | remaining. And the like I have known of one 
1d | that has almoſt watched his pond, and at a like 
a | diſtance of time at the Fiſhing of a pond found 
he |} of ſeyenty or eighty large Cargs not aboye hye- 
it, | or fix : and that he had forborn longer to Fiſh 
1d £} the ſaid pond, but that he faw in a hot day iti 
ne | Summer, alarge (arp ſwim near to the top of 
n- Þ the water with a Frog upon his head, and that 
the upon that occaſion cauſed his pond to be let 
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'' dry: and1-ſay, of ſeventy, or eighty. {axps, on- 
Tay hs five - {1x in the Fig +4 4 bay thoſe 
Very, ck and lean, and withevery, one a Frog 
ſticking ſe faſt on the, head of the ſaid Carps, 
that the Frog would not be got off without ex- 
treme force or killing ; and the Gentleman that 
didafhrm this to me, told me he ſaw it, and |} « 
did declare his beliefto be, (and I alſo. believe 
the ſame) that he thought the other Carps. that || t 
wereſo-ſtrangely, loſt, were ſo killed by. frogs, | » 
and then deyoured. - v 
But: Lam faln into, this. Diſcourle by. acci- || t 
deng, of which I might '{ay. more, bur it has | tj 
proved longer. thenT intended, and,;poſhbly. | tt 
may not to, you be. conſiderable; I ſball'there- || tt 
fare give you three or four more ſhoxt obſerva- 
tions of. the Carp,. and. then fall upon ſome di- 
re@ions how you ſhall Fiſh-for him. 
 Theageof Carps is by Six Francis. Bacon (in 
his Hiſtory of Life and Death) obſerved to..be 
but ten years; yet others, think. they. live lon- | 
er., Geſner laies a Carp has been known to live. 
_ inthe. Palatinate above a hundred years : But 
moſt conclude, that (contrary to the Pike or 
Lace ) all Carps.arxe the better for age and big- 
neſs,the tongues of Carps are noted to be choice. 
and coſtly. meat, eſpecially. ta. them. that. buy 
them; but Geſrr ſaies,, Carps, have no, tang 
like other Fiſh, but a piece of fleſh: like Fiſh in, 
their mouth: like to a tavgue,, and. mo / 
FE Sf CAlic 
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called aipalate:- Burivis: certainiir' is: clisicely 


* 


© || good; andthat the Carp is to be reckoned) a: | 

7 | mongft tlioſe leattief.monthed? fiſhy which 

» || told your have their teeth in” theit! rhifodr;- and? 

- | for thatfreaſon he is very ſeldom oftby break" 

: ing hishold, if four hook be orice ſue ifttb Hig) 
chaps? _ 3 

e Itold- yon, that Sir'Fravcis \Buton thiuks' that! 


t | the Carp lives but tetiyears; but' Fain Dibras 
» || ##w has writ a Book of Fiſtrand Fiſh-portds; ita" 
which he ſaies, that (arps begin to Spawtr at: 
- | theageofthree yoo ard: contirties! ro! do iſo 
s | till thirty; he ſaies alfo;- that" in the time of 
5. | their breeding, 'whiel'is in' Sarmmer; when” 
= | the Surthath wattned both the earthiand\water; * 
- [| and ſo apted them alfo for igenierarion; that theti 
- | three or fottrMale-Carps'will follow a Female;- 
and tharthen ſhe puttinp/ort' a ſeeminp"coynels; * 
n. | they force herthroughweeds and flags; whete # 
e. {ſhe lets fall her egos or Spawn, whith ſticks * 
- Bfaſtto the weeds, and then they ler fall thetr' 
c. | Melt uportit; and ſoit becoities ir a ſhort tie 
It tobe a? living fiſt; ati as-T' rold you;” 1t' 18 
Ir ſthought the Carp, does this feyerall moneths in!" 
;- ſthe yeat, arid/moft believe that moſl'iMi breed** 
e. Bafter this'marinier, excepr the Etle © ati45it 'higs 
y beer! obferyed ;. thar when 'the* Spawiiet hg? 
e. Eweakned her (elf by 'doittg. that nariird ſl bfice/- 
in, that two or three Melters have helped her frotu 
 Boffthe weeds, by bearing her up on both ſides; 
M 2 atid 
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and garding her into the . Andyou may 


note, that though this may ſeem a curioſity not 
worth obſerving, yet others have judged it 
worth their time and coſts, ro —_ Glaſſe- 
hives, and order them in ſuch a manneras to ſee 
how bees have bred and made their /Honey- 
combs, and how they haye obeyed their King, 
and governed their Common-wealth,. But: it is 
thought that all Carps are not bred by generati- 
on, Par that ſome breed other waies, as: ſome 
Pikes do. | Y 

The Phyſicians make. the galls and ſtones in 
the heads of Carps to be yery medicinable ; but 
*tis not to be doubted but thar in 7:aly they make 
great profit of the Spawn of Carps , by ſelling 

/ ittothe Jewes, who make it into red Caviare, 
' - the Jews not being by their Law admitted to 
” eatof (awiare made of the Sturgion, that being 
2 Fiſh that wants ſcales, / and (as may ap- 
pear in Zevit. 11.) by them to bereputed un- 
clean. 

Much more might be ſaid out of him, and 
out of Ariſtotle, which Dabravins often quotes 
in his Diſcourſe of Fiſhes ; but it might rather 
perplex then fatisfic you, and therefore I ſhall 


| - * ratherchuſetodire& you how to catch, then 


ſpend more time in diſcourſing either of the 
nature or'the breeding of this (arp, 
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or of any more circumſtances concerning him, 
but yet I ſhall remember you of what I told you 
before, that he is a yery ſubtil Fiſh, and hard to 
be caught. 

And my firſt direQion is, that if you will 
Fiſh for a (Ps you mult put ona very large 
meaſure of patience ; eſpecially to Fiſh for a Ri- 
ver Carp: Thayeknowna very good Fiſher an- 

le diligently four or {1x hours in a day, for 
three or foiur daies RR for a River Carp,and 
not havea bite ; and you are to note, that in 
ſome ponds it is as hard to catch a Carp as in a 
River ; that is to ſay, where they have ſtore of 
feed,and the water is ofa clayiſh colour:But you 
are to remember, thatT have told you there is 
no rule without an exception,and therefore he- 
ing pofſeſt with that hope and patience which 1 
wiſh to all Fiſhers, eſpecially to the Garp- Ar- 
gler, T ſhall tell you ger bait to Fiſh for 


1m 
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If him. But firſt you are to know, that it muſt be 

7 ceitherearly or late; andlet me te]l you, that 
in hot weather (for he will ſeldom bite in cold) 
you cannot be tog early or too lateat it, And 
ſome have been ſo curious as ta ſay, the 10. of 
April isa fatal day for Carps. 

The Carp bites either at worms or at paſte, 
and of worms I think the blewiſh Marſh or Mea- 
dow worm is beſt, but poſſibly another worm 
not too big may do as well, and ſo may a green 
Gentle : And as for paſtes, there are almoſt as 
many forts as there are Medicines for the 
Toothach, but doubtleſle {weer paſtes are. beſt ; 
I mean, paſtes made with honey or with ſugar : 
which, rhat you may the better beguile this 
crafty Fifh, * tors be:thrown into.the Pond or 


place in which you fiſh for him ſome bours be- 


re you undertake your tryal of skill with the 
A que : and doubtleſje it it he thrown in- 
to the water 2 day or two befare, at feyerall 
' times and in Gnatl pellets, you are the likelier 
when you fiſh for the Carp to obtain your defi- 
red ſport ; or in alarge Pond tqdrayy them t0 
any certain place, thatthey may the better and 
with more hope he fiſhed for, you arc to throw 
into it in {ſome certain place, either Grains or 
Bloud mixt with Cow-dyng, or with Bran ; or 
any Garbage, as Chickens guts or the like, and 
then ſome of your ſmall {wect pellets with 


which you purpoſe to angle ; and theſe a_a 
opt! : , ; ; ets 


1 


fell 
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pellets being a few of theth alſo thrown 'in'as | 
you are Angling. | | 
And your /palte muſt be thus made : Take 
the fleſtof a Rabber or Cat cut ſinall,and Bean- 
flotvre, and ifthat'may notbeeaſily pot, get 0- 
ther flowre, 'and then mix theſe togerher, and 
put 40 them 'either Sugar, or Honey, which 1 
think better, and then beat theſe together ina 
Mortar , .or ſometimes work them ih 'your 
hands, (your hands being very clean) and then 
make it-into a ball, or two, or three, as you like 
beſtfor your afe : but you muſt work or pound 
it ſo long inthe Mortar, 'as tomaKke ito tc 
as to hang upon your hook without wathin 
from it, yetnot too hard 5 or that you may the 
berrer Keep it'on your hook, you may knead 
with your paſte alittle ( and not much) white 
or yellowiſh wool. | | 
nd if you would have this paſte keep all the 
year for'any other Fiſh, rhen mix with it F5r- 


gins wax and clarified honey, and work them to- 


octher with your hands before the Fire, then 
make theſe into balls, and it will keep all the 
ear, | 
- And.if you fiſh for a _ with Gentles, then 
20 upon Fow hook a ſmall pjece of Scarlet 4- 
out this bigneſſe {W it being foked in, or. 
annoinred with Oyle of Peter, called by ſome 
Oyle of the Rock,, and if your Gentles be put two 
ot thtce dayes before into a box or hoth ah- 
» 4'ﬆ M 4 nointed 
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nointed with honey , and ſo pur upon your 

hook, as to preſerve them to he living, you are 

' a5 like to kill this crafty Fiſh this way as any o- 
ther : Butftill as you are Fiſhing chaw -a little 
white or þrown bread in your mouth,and caſt it 
into the pond about the place where your Flote 

\. fFryims. Other baites there be, but theſe with 
diligence, and patient watchfulneſs, will do it 
better then any that I have ever. practiſcd, or 
heardof; AndyetI ſhall tell you , that the 
crumbs of white bread and honey made into a 
paſte, is a good bait for a Garp,and you know it 
3s more eatily made, And having ſaid thus much 
of the Carp, my next diſcourſe ſhall be of the 
Bream, which ſhall not prove ſo tedious, and 
therefore I defire the continuance of your atten- 
tjon. 

But firft I will tel you how to make this Car 
that is ſo curious to be caught, ſo curious a yy 
of meat, as ſhall make him worth all your la- 
bour ; and though it is not without ſome trou- 
ble and charges, yet it will recompence both. 

Take a Carp ( alive if poſſible) ſcour him, and 
ite clean with water and ſalt, but ſcale him not, 
then open him, and put him with his bloud and his 
ber (which you muſt ſave when you open him) inta a 
| ſancall pot or kettle; then take ſweet HMargerome, Time 
and Parſley, of each half a handfal, a Sprig of Roſc- 
ry, and another of Savoury,bind them into two or 
three ſmall bundles , and pmt them to your C ls 
Lars. i wot 


SS RS TD ay CY or. .Y% T5 C'S nw. TP. GY SI 8 


The Complete Aneler, 169 
with four or five whole Onyons, twemy pickled Oy- | 
ſfters, and three Anchovies: Then pon upon your | 
Carp as much claret wine as wilt onely cover him; | 
and ſeaſon your claret well with ſalt, Cloves and || 
Mace, and the rinds of Oranges and Lemmons, co- 
ver your pot and ſet it os 4 quick fire, ll it be ſuffici- 
ently boiled; thentake out the Carp and lay it with 


the broth into the diſh, aud poure »pon it a quarter of | 


a pound of freſh butter melted and beaten, with half a 
dozen Spoonfuls of the Lroth, the yolks of two or three 


engs, and ſome of the herbs ſhred, garnilh" your difts * | 
wah Lemmons, and ſo ſerve it up. | | | 


Dr. T. 
CHAP: 
Obſervations of the Bream, and Direftions 
to catch him. 


Piſc. H.E Bream being at a fyll growth 
| is a large and ſtately Fiſh ; he will 

breed both in Rivers and ponds: 

but loves beſt to live in pond 
where, if he likes the water and aire, he will 
grow not only to be very large, but as fat as a 
Hog : he is by Geſner taken to be more pleaſant 
or ph then wholeſome 3 this Fiſhis long in 
growing , but breeds exceedingly in an wa- 
ter that pleaſes him, yea, in many Ponds ſo 


en POLES - ———_— | 
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faft, as to oyer-ſ{tore them, and ſtarve the other 
Fiſh. | 

He-is very broad with a forked taile, and his 
ſcales ſct in exccllent order, he hath large eyes 
and a narrow fucking mouth ; he hath two ſets 
of teeth, and a lozing like bone, a bone to help 
his grinding. The Melter is obſerved to haye 
twolarge Melts, and the Female two large bags 
of eggs or ſpawn. 

Geſner reports, thar in Polanda certain, and a 
great number of large Breames were put into a 
Pond, which in the next following winter was 
froxrup into one intire ice, and not one dro 
of water remaining, nor one of theſe fiſh to be 
found, though they were diligently ſearcht for; 
and yet the next =; when the ice was 
thawed,and the wear ney all appea- 
red again. This Gefcy affirms, and {quote m 
A becauſe 54m almoſt as edib 
as the Reſwrrettion to an Atheiſt, But it may win 
ſomething in point of believing it, to him thar 
conſiders the breeding or renovation of the 
Silk-worm, and of many inſe&ts. And that 
is conſfiderable whichSir Francis Bacon obleryes 
in his Hiſtory of Life and Death (fol. 20.) thar 
there be ſome herbs that dye and ſpring every 

2Qar, and ſome endnre longer. 

But though ſome do not, yet the Frenth e- 
ſeem this Fiſh highly, and ro that end haye 
this Proverb, He that hath Breans un his me 
FEY | ADL © 


head. 

Same ſay,that Breams and Reaches will mix 
their eggs, and melt 9 ether, and fo there-is in 
many places a Baſtard breed of Breams, that 
neyer come to be.either large or good, but very 
numeraus. 

The Baits good to catob this Bream are ma- 
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ny. Fuft, _ made 'of brown bread and 
honey, gentles, or the broode of waſps that be 

onng,and then not unlike Gentles; &ſhould be 
ardamegyn an oven, or dried on a tile before the 
hive ;-br there is at the root of docks, or flags, 
or ruſhes in watry places, a worm not unlike a 
Magot, at which Tench will bite freely, Or 
he will bite at a Graſhopper with his legs nipt 
off in 74veand 7dy,or at ſeveral flyes under wa- 


| ter, which may be found on flags that -grow 
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able torbid bis (riendwwelcome. And it is noted, | 
thatithe beſt:part of a Breame is his belly and 
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; neer to the water {1de, I doubt not but that 
there be many other baits that are good, bur I 
will turn them all into this moſt excellent one, 
either for a Carp or Bream,in any river or-Mere: 
It was given to me by a moſt honeſt and 
excellent Angler, and hoping you will prove 
both, I will impart it to you, 

I. Let your bait be as big a red worm as you 
can find, without a knot. Geta pint or quart 
of them in an evening in garden walks, or 
chalky Commons after a ſhowre of rain ; and 

ut them with clean Moſſe: well waſhed and 
picked, and the water ſqueezed out'of the Moſs 
as drie as you can, into an earthen pot or pipkin 
ſerdrie, and change the Mols freſh every three 
or four daies for three weeks or a nn toge- 
ther, then your bait will be at the beſt. 

2. Havying prepared your baits, get your 
tackling ready and fitted after this ſort. Take 
three long Angling Rods, and as many and 
"more {ilk, or fi]k and hair lines, and as many 

large Swan or Gooſe-quil floats. Then take a 
piece of Lead made after this man- 
'ner, and faſten them to- the lower o@ 
ends of your Lines, Then faſten ' 
our link-hook alſo to the lead, and to the end 
'of your Line, let there be about a foot or ten 
inches between the lead and the hook, but be 
ſure the 1-ad be heavie enough to ſink the floate 
-*or quil under water, and'not the quil to bear up 
— the 
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the lead. Note, that Four link next the hook 
may be ſmaller then the reſt of your line, if you 
dare adyengure for fear of taking the Pike or 


Pearch, who will affuredly viſit your books,rill - | 


they be taken out (as I will ſhew you after- 
wards ) before either Carp or Bream will -come 
near to bite, Note alſo, that when the worm is 
well baited, it will crawle up and down, as far 
as the lead will give leave, wbich much jati- 
ceth the Fiſh to Pite without ſuſpicion, 

3. Having thus prepared your baits, and 
fitted your tackling, repaire to the River,where 
you have ſcen them to Fm in skuls or ſhoales 
in the Summer time in a hot afternoon, about 
three or'four'of the clock, and watch their ge- 
ing forgh of their holes and returning (which 
you may well diſcern) for they return about 
four of the clock molt of them ſeeking food at. 
the bottom, yer one or two will lie on the ito 
of the water, rolling and rumbling them#lyes, 
whilſt-the reſt are under him at the bottom, and , 
{o you ſhall percciye kim to keep Sentinel; then 
mark where he plaies moſt, and ſtaies longeſt, 
(which commonly is in the broadeft and deep- 
eſt place of the River) and there, or near there- . 
abouts, at a clear bottom, and a conyenient 
landing place, take one of your Angles ready 
fitted as aforcſaid, and ſound the bottom, abour 
eight or ten foot deep,two yards from the bank 
is the beſt, Then conſider with your ſelf whe I 

er 


FA 

/  therthat water will riſe or fall'by thenextmor'- 

li —_— reaſon of any water-mills near, atid/ac- 

cording to your diſcretion'take the'gepth ofthe 
place; where you- mean- after" to: caſt+ 
ound-:bait; and to Fiſh, tohalff an: inch; thar 

-. lead lying on or near. the ground-bair,- the 

top of the floate may- onely appear upright half 

an inch aboye the water. 

Thus-you baving found and fitted for the place 
and- deprh'ithereof; then | go - home: and) 
_—_ your-ground-bait, which is next 
to the fruit of your labours to be: regard 


ed, 

| The Groand- But, | 

\ You ſhall take a peck; or a;-peckand'a half 
(according to the greatneſs of the ſtream, and 
deepneſs of the water,where you meat! to angle) 
of1{weet groſs-ground barley malt, and boil-it 
in. a kettle (one or two warmes is enough) then 
ſtrain it'through a bag into atub the” liquor” 
whereof hath often ; Iona  my-+ horſe much 
poo0d; ) and when the bag and malt is near cold, 
take it down to the- water-f{ide abour eight or' 
nine of the clock in the evening,and not before; 


hard between both your hands, it will fink pre- 
ſently to the bottom, and/be ſure it may! reſt int 
the very place where you'mean to angle; if the: 
* ſtream run hard or move a little, caſt your-malt 


inhandfalsthe higher upwards the! 


Nream;' You 
may 
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caſtir-two parts of your ground-bait} ſqueezed / 
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may between.your hands cloſe the Malcſo faſt 
in handfuls, that the water; will hardly-part it 
with the fall, 

Your ground thus: baited and. tackling fitted; 
leave your bag with the reſb of your tackling, 
and ground-bait near the' {porting-place- 
night, and in the morning about three or four 
of the clock viſit the. water-ſide (but \not-too 
near) for they haye a Watch-man., and-are 
watchful themſelyes. 

Then gently rake. one of your three-rods, and 
bait your hook, caſting it over your pround* 
bait,& gently and ſecretly draw ito you ibthe 
Lead reſts.about the-middle of. the ground-bait, 

Thentake a ſecond Rod: and cafttin abouta. 
yard-aboye, and. your third a yard below-thes 
tirſt Rod, and ſray the Rodsinthe [gras bur 
20.your ſelf ſo far from.the water ſide, that your 
perceive nothing | but-the top: of the- floats, 
which you. muſt watch: molt diligently, ther 
when you haye a bite you ſhall perceive the top- 
of your floatto ſink. {uddenly into the water ; 
yet nevertheleſle be not too haſty to-run to your- 
Rods, untill you fee that Line goes clear away, 
then creep to the water-ſide, and give as mnch- 
Line as poſſibly. you can ; if it be a Carp or 
Bream they will go to the farther fide of the Ri- 
ver, then ſtrike gently, and hold your Rodat a 
bent alittle while ; for if you both-pull; you 
are {ure to loſe your Game, for either your line, 
or 
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.or hook, or hold will break ; and after you haye 
overcome them they will make noble Goran 
are very ſhic to be landed. The Carp is far 
ſtronger and mettleſome than the Bream, 

Much more is to be obſeryed in this kind of 
Fiſh and F iſhing, bur it is far fitter for experi- 
ence and diſcourle than paper. Only thus much Þ| | 
is neceflary for you to v4 and to be mind- || 
ful and careful of, That ifthe Pike or Pearch || ; 
do breed in that River, they will be ſure to bite || 
firſt, and muſt firſt be raken. And for the moſt || : 
part they are very large, and will repair to | 

our ground-bair, not that they will catofir, | 
J 
c 
} 
\ 
V 


t will feedand ſport themſelyes amongſt the 
young Fry, that gather aboutiand hoyer over 
the Bait. 

The way to diſcern the Pike and to take him, 


| 4 | yo miſtruſt your Bream-hook, (for I have 


ena Pikea yard long ſeveral times at my | | 
Bream-hooks, and ſometimes he hath had the || t; 
lack to ſhare my line. ) 

Take a ſmall Bleak, or Roche, or Gudgion, || is 
and bait it, and ſet it alive among your Rods 
two foot deep from the Cork, with a little red 
worm on the point of the hook, then take a few || 6 
crums of White-bread, or ſome of the ground- || ar 
bait, and ſprinkle it gently amongſt your Rods. || 0 


If Mr. Pike be there, then the litcle Fiſh will Þ| d 
Skip out of the water, but the live-ſer Bait is ſure ÞJ'd: 
la 


. tobetaken, 


Thus 


his Þ 


" 
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of the clock viſit them again for four 


hſhing together your game will be yery 1 
and wary, and you ſhall hardly get abovyea bite 


ayes ; and in the mean time (on the 7 6 
late baited, and again intend to bait) you "_ 
'Y N 6 
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Thus continue your ſport from four in the 


morning till eight, and if it be a gloomy windy 


day, they will bite all day long. But this is too 
long to ſtand to your rods at one place,& it wil 
ſpoil your evening ſport that day; which is this, 

Abour four of the clock in the Afternoon re- 
pair'to your baited place, and as ſoon as yau 
come to the water {1de, caſt in one half of the 
reſt of your ground-bair, and ſtand off: then 
whilſt the Fiſh are gathering together , { for 
there they will moſt certainly come for their 


Vapper) you may take a pipe of Tobacco ; and 


then in with your three rods as in the morning; 
You will "a excellent {port that eyening till 
eight of the clock ; then caſt in the refadue of 
your ground-bait, and next morning by four 

Ours, 
which is the beſt ſport of all ; and after that let 


| them reſt till you and your friends have a mind 


to more ſport. 
From St. Fames Tide untill Bartholomew Tide 


is the beſt, when they haye had all the Summers 
food, they are the fatteſt, 


Obſerve laſtly, That after three or four _ 
ie 


or twoata baiting ; then your onely way' is to 
defiſt from your ſport about two or three 
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| crakeaturfofgreen, but ſhort praſle, as big or 
bipper than a round Trencher ; to the top of 
This turf, on the green ſide, you ſhall with a 
Needle and green thred faſten one by one as 
many little red worms as will near coyer all the 
turf : Then take a round board or trencher , 
make a hole in the middle thereof, and through 
the tarf placed on the board or trencher, with 
a ſtring or cord as long as is fitting, tied toa 

ole, let it down to ws, Bagh of the water for 
the Fiſh to teed upon without diſturbance about 
two or- three dayes ; and after that you have 
drawn'it away, you may fall to and enjoy your 
former recreation, YES 


— 


CHAD. XI. 


Obſervations of the Tench, and advice how . 


to angle for him. 


"T * E Tench, the Phyſician of Fi- 
ſhes, is obſerved to love Ponds 
- better than Rivers, and to love 
its better than either ; yet Cam!- 
det obſerves there is a River in Dorſer-ſhire that 
abounds: with Tenches ; but doubtlefle they 
retite to the moſt deep and quiet places init. 
. : This Fiſh hath yery large Fins, very ſmall 
and ſmooth Scalcs, a redxircle'about his Eyes, 


which 


s % 
. 


» 


oy 
0 
— 
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down a little Barb ; in every Tenches head there 
are two little ſtones, which foreign Phylicians 
make great uſe of, bur he is not commended for 
wholſome mecat, though there he very much yſe 
made of them for outward applications. Rande- 
ltizes fayes, That ar his being at Rome, he ſaw 4 
great cure done by applying a Tench to the fect of 4 
very ſick man. This he fayes was done after an 
unuſual manner by certain Jews. And it is ob+ 
ſcryed that many of thoſe people have many ſe- 
crets yet unknown to Chriſtians ; fecrers rhar 
have never yer been written , but haye been 
lince the dayes of their Solexn, (who knew the 
nature of all things, even from the Cedar to the 
Shrub) delivered by tradition from the father 
to the fon, and ſo from generation to generati- 
on without writing, or {unleſſe ic were calual- 
ly ) without the leaſt communicating them to a- 
ny other Nation or Tribe : for to do that they 
account 4 prophanation, Ald yet it is thought. 
that they, or ſome {pirit worſe than they, tirft 
told us, that Lice {ſwallowed alive were a certain 
cure for theYellow- Jaundice. This 8 other me- 
dicines were diſcoyer'd by them or by revelati- 
on,for doubtleſs we attain'd them nag.by vr 


Well, this fiſh, beſides his eating, is ny ule- 


full both dead and alive for the good of man- 
kind, Bur. 1will meddle no more with that 3 


IN 
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_ which are big and of a gold colour, and that 
from cither angle. of his mouth there hangs 


4 
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| my honeſt, humble Art teaches no ſuch bold- 
nefſe ; thereare too many fooliſh medlers in 
Phyfick and Divinity that think themſelyes fit 
ro meddle with hidden ſecrets, and ſo bring de- 
ſtruction to their followers. I'l not meddle 
with them farther, then to wiſh them wiler ; 
and ſhall tell you next, (for I hopeI may be ſo 
bold) that the Tench is the Phy litian of fiſhes, 
to the Pike eſpecially, and that the Pike being 
either ſick or hurt, is cured by the touch of the 
Tench, And ir is obſerved,that the Tyrant Pike 
| will not beaWolfto his Phylician,bur forbears 
| _ todevyour him, though he be neyer ſo hungry. 
| This fiſh that carries a natural! Balſome in 

' him tocure both himſelf and others, loves yet 
[/ to feed in yery foule water, and 2mongt 
| weeds. And yetI am ſure heeats pleaſantly, 

' anddoubtlefle you will think fo roo if you tafte | | 

| him. AndI ſhall therefore proceed to give you 
| | | ſome few, and but a few dire&ions how to 
| 


4 
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of which I have given you theſe obſeryations, 
He will bite at a Paſte made of brown bread 


in 

I and honey, or at a Marſh-worm, or a Lob- 
| worm ; heinclines very much to any paſte with 
" | which Taris mixt ; andhe will bite alſo at a 


ſmaller worm, with his head nipp'd off, and a 
-” | Cod-worm put on the hook before that worm; 
and I doubt not but that he will alſo in the three 
hot months {for in the nine.colder he. ſtirs nor 
5 much) bite at a Flag-worm, or at a green Gen- 


© | tic,butcan poſitively ſay no more of theTench, 
(: * 

_ | hebeing a Fiſh thatT have not often Angled for; 
* | butIwiſh my honeſt Scholer may, and be ever 
: fortunate when he Fiſhes. 

7 2 es — rr "OY 
: CHAP. XII, 

© | Obſervations of the Pearch, and diredions 
: how to fiſh for him. 


Diſc. T: E Pearch is a very good, and a 
yery bold biting fſh ; He is one 
of the Fiſhes of prey, thar like the 
Pike and Tromt, carrics his tecth in 

his mouth,which is very large,and he dare yen- 

ter to kill and deyour ſeyerall other kinds of 
fiſh : he has a hook't or ho? back, which is ar- 
med with ſharp and ſtifte briſtles, and all his 
$skin armed or covered over with thick, dry, 
N 3 hard 


# 
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| hard ſcales, and bath (which few other Fiſh 
{ have) two Fins on his back. He is fo. bold, 
thathe will invade one of his own kind, which 
the Pike will not do willingly, and you may 
therefore calily believe him to be a bold biter, 
The Pearchis of great eſteem in Jtaly ſaith 
Aldrovandr, and eſpecially the leaſt are there 
eſteemed a daintie diſh. And Geſzer prefers 
the Pearchand Pike aboye the Tromt, or any 
freſh-water-Fiſh : he ſ{aies the Germanes haye 
thisProyerb, More wholſom then a Pearch of Rhine; 


 andhe ſaies the Riyer-Pearch is ſo wholſome , 


that Phyſicians allow him to be eaten by woun- 
ded men or men in Feavers, or to Women in 


Child-bed. 


Hefpawns but once a year, and is by Phyſi- 


clans held yery nutritive : yet by many to be 
hard of digeſtion : They abound more in the 
River Poe and in England (ayes Randelitins) 
 thenotherparts, and baye in their brain a ſtone, 
which is in forrain parts ſold by Apothecaries, 
Ding there noted to be very medicinable a- 
gainft the ſtone in the reines ; Theſe be a part 
of the commendations which ſome Phyloſo- 
phical brains have beſtowed upon the freſh-wa- 
_ ter Pearch : yetthey commend the Sea-pearch , 
which is known by having but one fin on his 
back, (of which they ſay, we Engliſh lee but a 
few to bea much better fiſh. 

The pearch growes ſlowly, yet will grow, 7 
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I have been credibly informed, ro'be almoſt 
two foot long ; for my-informertold me, ſuch 
a one was not long {ance taken by Sir Abraham 
Willams, a Gentleman of worth, and a loyer of 
Angling, that yer lives, and I wifh he may : 
this was a deep bodied Fiſh : and doublet, 
durſt have deyoured a Pike.of half his own 
length ; for I have told you, heisa bold Fiſh, 
fack a one as but for extreme hunger, the Pike 
will not devour ; for to affright the Pike and 
ſave himſelf, the Pearch will fet up his fins, 
much like as a Tzrkie-Cock will ſometimes ſer 
up his tail, 

But, my Scholer, the Pearch is not only yali- 
ant to defend himſelf, but he is (as I ſaid) a bold 
biting Fiſk, yet he will not bite at all ſeaſons 
of the year ; he is yeric abſtemious in Winter, 
yet will bite then in the midl(t of the day if it be 
warm ; and note that all Fiſh bite beſt about 
the midſt of a warm day in Winter, and he hath 
been obſerved by ſome, not uſually to bite till 
the Mlberry-tree buds, that is to fay, till ex- 
treme froſts be paſt that Spring ; for when the . 
eACulberry-tree bloſlomes,many Gardners ob - 
ſerve their forward fruit to be paſt the danger of 
Froſts, and ſome have made x = like obſeryari- 
on of the Pearches biting. 

But bite the Pearch will, and that very bold- 
ly ; and, as one has wittily obſerved, if « $2: 


twentie or fortie in a hole, they may be at one 


N 4 ſtandirg 
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nding all catch'd one after another ; they be- 
ing,as he faies,like the wicked of the world,not 
afraid, though their fellowes and companions 
periſh in their fight. And you may obſerve,that 
they are not like the ſolitary Pike, bur love to 
accompany one another, and march together in 
troops. ; 

And the baits for this bol d Fiſh 


are not many ; I mean, he will bite as well at 
ſome, or at any of theſe three, as at any or all 0- 
thers whatſoever : a Worm, a Minnow,or a little 
Frog (of which you may find many in hay- 
time,) and of worzws, the Dunghil-worm called 
a' Brandling, I take to be beſt, belop well {cow- 
red in Moſs or Fennel ; or ata worm that lies 


under a cow-turd with a blewiſh head. And if 


_ rove for a Pearch with a MMinnow, then it is 
eſt to be alive: you ſticking your hook 


_ Fhrough his back-fin, or a -Afimmow with the 


hook 
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hook in his upper lip, and letting him ſwim up 
and down about mid-water, or a little lower, 
and you ſtill _—_ him to about that depth, 
' by a Cork, which ought not to be a very little 
ene : and the like way you are to Fiſh for the 
Pearch with a {mall wan your hook being 
faſtned through the sKkin of his leg, towards the 
upper part of it: And laſtly, I will give you 
pur this advice, that you pive the Pearch time 
enough when he bites, for there was ſcarce e- 
ver any Angler that has given him too much, 
* And now I think beſt to reſt my ſelf, for I haye 
almoſt ſpent.my ſpirits with talking ſo long. 

Venat. Nay, good Maſter, one fiſh more, for 
you ſee it rains {till, and you know our Angles 
are like monie put to uſurie ; they may «thrive, 
though we ſir ſtill and do nothing, bur talk and 
enjoy one anothet, Come, come the other fiſh, 
gOO Maſter, 

Piſc. Bur Scholer, have you nothing to mixe 
with this diſcourſe, which now grows both 
tedious and tireſome ? ſhall I have. nothing 
from you that ſeems to have both a good me. 
morie, and a chearful Spirit ? | 

Ven. Yes, Maſter, I will ſpeak youa Copie 
of Verſes, that were made a Do@or Donne, 
and made to ſhew the world that he could make 
ſoft & ſmooth Verſes when he thought ſmooth. 
neſs worth his labour ; and I love them the bet- 
ter, becauſe they allude to Riyers, and fiſh and | 
fiſting. They bethele : Come | 
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Come live with me, and be my Love, 
Aud we will ſome new pleaſures prove, 
Of golden ſands, and Chriſtal brooks, 
IW4 filken hints, and ſilver hooks. 


There will the River whiſpering run, 
Warm d by the eyes mare then the Sun ; 
And there th' inamel'd fiſh will ſtay, 
Begging themſelues they may betray. 


When thou wilt ſwim wu that live bath, 
Each fiſh, which every channel hath, 
e Aoft amorouſly to thee will ſwim, 
Gladaer to catch thee, then thou him. 


#f thog, to be ſo ſeen, beeſt loath 

By Sun or Moon, thou darkyeſt both ; 
eAudif mine eyes have leave to ſee, 

1 need not their hight, having thee. . 


Let others freeze with Angling reeds, 
 eAue cnt their legs with ſhels and weeds, 
Or treacherouſly poor fiſh beſet, 


With ſtrangling ſnares, or windowy net. 


Let courſe bold hands, from ſlimy neſt, 
The bedded fiſn n banks outwreſt, 

Let curious Trators ſleave ſilk flies, 
To witch poor wandring fiſhes eyes. 
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. For thee, thou need(ſt no ſuch deceit, 
For thou thy ſelf art thine own bait 3 
That fiſh that 15 not catch thereby, 
1s wiſer far, alas, then 1. 


Piſc. Well remembred, honeſt Scholer, I 
thank you for theſe choice Verſes, which I haye 
heard formerly, bur had quite forgot, till they 
were recovered by your happic memorie, Well, 
being I have now reſted my elf a little , I will 
make you ſome requital, by telling you ſome 
obſeryations of the Eele, for it rains ſtill, and 
becauſe (as you ſay ) our Anoles are as money 
put to Uſe, that thrive when we play, therefore 
we'l fit {till and injoy our ſelyes a little longer 
under this honey-ſuckle-heds. 


CHAP. XIII. 


Obſervations of the Eele, and other fiſh that 
want ſcales, and how to fiſh for them, 


Piſc. Ef is agreed by moſt men, that the Eele 
i5a molt dantie fiſh ; the Romans have 
eſteemed her the Helena of their feaſts; 
and ſome The .2ucen of pleaſure, But 

moſt men differ about their breeding :- ſome 

ſay they breed by generation as other tiſh do z 

and others, that they breed (as ſome wortnes 


F do) 


Cee Eee = 
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do) of mud, as Rats and Mice, and many other 
living creatures are bred in Epypr, by the over. 
flowing of the River 1Vz{zes ; or out of the pu. 
trifaction of the earth, and diyers other waies. 
Thoſe that deny them to breed by generation 
as other fiſh do, ask, if any man ever ſaw an 
Eele to have a Spawn or Melt? and they are 
anſwered, that they may be as certain of their 
breeding, as if they had ſeen Spawn : for the 
ſay, that they are certain that Eeles have all 

arts fit for generation, like other fiſh, but ſo 
mall as not to be eaſily diſcerned, by reaſon -of 
their fatneſs ; but that diſcerned they may be, 
and that the He and the She Ee/e may be diſtin- 

; guiſhed by their fins. And Randeliins ſaies; he 
4 ſeen Eeles cling together like Dew-worms. 

And others ſay,that Eeles growing old,breed 
other Eeles out of the corruption of their own 
age, which Sir Francis Bacon ſates, exceeds not 
ten years. And others ſay, that as Pearles are 
made of glutinous dew-drops, which are con- 
denſed by the Suns heat in thoſe Countries, ſo 

Eeles are bred of a particular dew falling in the 

moneths of May or une on the banks of ſowe 

articular Ponds or Rivers (apted by nature for 
that end) which ina few daies is by the Suns 
heat turned into Eeles. And ſome of the Anci- 
ents have called the _ _ are thus bred, The 

. Off-ipring of Jove. I have ſeen in the beginnin 

bo eb, - a ons not far from (; de 

- parts 
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parts of it covered oyer with young Feles,about 


the thickneſs of a ſtraw ; and thelc Eeles did lie 
on the top of that water, as thick as mortes are 
ſaid to be in the Sun: and I haye heard the like 
of other Riyers, as namely in Severn, (where 
they are call'd Telvers Jand in a pond or mere near 
unto Stafford-ſhire, where about a ſet time in 
Summer, ſuch ſmall Eeles abound ſo much, thar 
many of the poorer ſort of people, that inbabir 
near to it, take ſuch Eeles out of this Mere, with 
ſieves or ſheets, and make a kind of Fele-cake of 
them, and eat.irt like as bread. And Geſner 

notes venerable Bede to ſay, that in England 
x wn is an Iland called Ely, by reaſon of the in- 
numerable number of Eeles that breed in it. But 
that Eeles may be bred as ſome worms, and 
ſome kind of Bees and Waſþs are, either of dew, 
or out of the corruption of the earth, ſeems to be 
made probable by the Barnacles and young Go- 
ſungs x by the Suns heat and the rotten 

lanks of anold Ship, and hatched of trees ; 
book which are related for truths by Dxzbartas 
and Lobel, and alſo by our learned Cambden,and 
laborious Gerrard in his Herball. 


It is ſaid by Randelitins, that thoſe &eles that 


' are bred in Rivers that relate to, or be nearer to 


the Sea, never return to the freſh waters (as the 
Salmon does alwaies defire to do) when they 
have once taſted the ſalt water; and I do the 
more eaſily believe this, becauſe I am —_— 
taart 
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that powdered Bief is a moſt excellent bait to 
catch an Eele ; and though Sir Francis Bacon will 
allow the Eeles life to be but ten ycars ; yet he in 
his Hiſtory of Life and Death, mentions a Lam- 
prey belonging to the Reman Emperour ro be 
made tame, and ſo kept for almolt threeſcore 
years: and rharfuch uſeful and picaſant obſer- 
yations were made of this Lamprey. that Craſſus 
the Oratour (who kept her) lamented her 
death, And we read (in Do&tor Hackwel) that 
Hortenſins was ſeen to weep at the death of a 
Lamprey that he had kept long, and loved cx- | 
ceedingly. 

It is granted by all, or moſt men, that Zeles, 
for about fix moneths (that is to ſay, the (ix 
cold moneths of the year) ſtir not up and down, 
neither in the Rivers nor the Pools in which 
they uſhally are, bur ger into the ſoft carth or 
mand, and there many of them together bed 
themlelycs, and live without feeding upon any 
thing (as 1 have told you fomc Swallowes have 
been obſeryed to do in hollow-trees for thoſe 
ſix cold moneths ;) and this the Eel and | Swallow 
do, as not being able to endure winter wea- 
ther : For Gefrer _ Albertusto ſay, that 
inthe year x125 (that years winter being more 
cold then uſually) Eeles did by natures wuftin&t 

out of the water into a ſtack of hay in a 
Meadow upon drie ground, and there bedded 
themſelves, but yet at laſt a froſt kil'd them. 

S£2.5 And 
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Andour Cambaen relates, that in Lancaſhire Fi- 
ſhes are dig'd our of the earth with Spades, 
where no water is near to the place, I ſhall fay 
little more of the Eele, but that, as it is obfſer- 
ved he is impatient of cold ; {o it hath been ob. 
{eryed, that in warm weather an Eele has been 
known to live five daies out of the water. 
And laſtly, let me tell you that ſome curious 
fearchers into the natures of Fiſh, obſerye thar 
there be ſeveral ſorts or kinds of Eeles, as the 


fikver Eele, and greenor greeniſh Eele, (with 


which the River of Thames abounds, and thoſe 
are called Gregs ;) anda blackiſh Fele, whoſe 
head is more flat and bigger than ordinary 
Eeles ; andalfoan £Eele whole Fins are reddiſh, 
and bur feldome taken in this Nation, (and yet 
taken ſometimes :) Theſe feyeral kinds of Feles 
are (fav ſome) diverſly bred, as namely, out of 
the corruption of the earth, and by dew, and 
other waies, (as T have ſaid to you :) and yetit 
is affirmed by ſome for a certain, that the ſilvey 
Fele by generation, but not by Spawning as 0- 
ther Fiſh do, bnt that her Brood come alive 
from her, little tive Eeles no bigger nor longer 
than a pin ; andT have had too many teftimo- 
nies of this to doubt the truth of it my felf, and 
if I thought it needful I might proye it, butT 
think it is needleſſe. 

And this Eele of which TI have faid fo tntzeh 
to you, 'may be 'canght with divers kinds of 
Le Baits 3 
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Baits ; as namely with powdered Bief, with a 
Lob or Garden-worm, with a 1inmow, or gut of 
a Hen, Chicken, or the guts of any Fiſh, or with 
almoſt any thing, for he is a greedie Fiſh ; bur 
the Eele may be caught eſpecially with a little, 
a very little Lamprey, which ſome call a Pride, 
and may in the hot moneths be found many of 
them in the River To-ames, and in many mud- 
heaps in other Rivers, yea, almoſt as alaly as 
one finds worms ina dunghill. 

Next note, that the Ecle ſeldom ſtirs in the 
day, but then hides himſelf, and therefore he 1s 
uſually caught by night with one of theſe baits 
of which Ihave ſpoken, and then caught by 
laying hooks, which you are to faſten to the 
bank or twigs of a tree; or by throwing a ſtrin 
crofle the ſtream with manie hooks at it, my 
baited with the aforeſaid Baits, and a clod, or 
plummet, or ſtone, thrown into the Riyer with 
this line, that ſo you may in the mopning find 
it near tp. ſome fixt-place, and theri take it 1 
with a Drag-hook or otherwiſe : but the 
things are inked too common to be ſpoken of, 
and an hours fiſhing with any Angler will teach 
you better,both for theſeand many other com- 
mon things in the praical part of Angling, 
than a weeks diſcourſe, I ſhall therefore con- 

| cludethis direQion for taking the Zele, by tel- 
ling you, that in a warm day in Summer 1 
haye taken many a good Eele by ſmglng, 
| an 


. — 
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L and haye been much - pleaſed - with that - 
f ſport. | FT, 

And becauſe you that are but a young Ang- 
ler know not what ſnighng is, I will now teach 
it ro you. You remember lI told you thar Ecles 
do not uſuallie ſtir in the day time; for theft 
E they hide themſelves under ſome covert, or un- 


der boards or plancks about Floud-gates, or 
Weires,. or Mills, or in holes in the River 
banks ; and you obſerving your time in a warm 

| day, when the watcr is loweſt, may take a 
| ftirong ſmall hook tied toa {trong line, or 

| {tring about a Yard long, and then into oneof 
theſe holes, or between any boards algput a 
Mill, or under any great {tone or planck, or a- 
ny place where you, think an Eele may hide or 
ſhelter her ſelf;, there wirh the help of a ſhort 
{r}ck,put in your Bait, but leaſurely, and as far 
as you may conyeniently ; and itis fcarce to 
be doubted, but that if there be an Eele within 
the ſight of it, the Ecle will bite inſtantly, -and 
as certainly gorge it ; and you need not doubt 
to haye him if you pull him not ont of the hole 
roo quickly; but pull him our by degrees, for 
he lying folded double in his hole, will with 
the help of his tail break all, unlefſe you give 
him time to be wearied with pulling , and 
ſo get him out by degrees, not pullirig too 


" 


hard, 


O Arid 


ee " a ; 
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And to commute for your great patience, 
I ſha!l next tel] you how to make this Eele 


a maſt excellent diſh of meat : 

Firſt, waſh him in water and ſalt, then pull off his 
thin below his vent or navel, andnot mnch farther : 
626, Javng that, take ont his guts as clean as you 
gan, bit waſh him not : then give hins three or four 
ſeorches with a knife, and then put into his bully and 
thoſe ſcotches ſweet herbs, *an Anchovy, aud a little 
Nutmeg, grated or cut very ſmall, and your herbs 
and;Anchouis muſt alſo be cat very ſmall, and mix! 

wth good butter and ſalt : having done this, then pull 
"bx. 6kin over hin all but his head, which you are to 
© off, to the end you may tye his skin about that part 
where his head grew, and it muſt be ſo tyod as to keep 
all 1s moiſture within his kin © and having, done 
this, tye hims with Tape or Pack-thred to aff, and 
roſte him leaſyrely, and baſte hins with water and ſal! 
rilbis chin breaks, and then with butter : and ps 
MK, * roſted- 


Cc, 
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yoſted him enongh, let what was pm nts T7) belly, 
and what he drips be Is ſawce. #9; 

S. Fa 


But now let me tell you,that rhough the Eele 
thus dreſt be notonly excellent 00d, but more 
harmleſſe then any other way, yet it is certain; 
that Phyficiaris account the KEele dangerous 
meat 3 I will adviſe you therefore, as S»/ow0 
faies of Hony, Prov. 25. Haſt rhox fomnd it, eat 
no more then is ſufficient, leſt thor ſurfer, for it is ob 
good ro ext much hoyty.. And let tie add this thar 
the uncharitable Jtaliar, bids us, Give Eels, and 
no wine to 0nr enemmes. 

AndI will beg a little more of your attetition 
to tell you that Aldrovanare atid divers Phy fiti- 
ans commend the Eele yery much for medicine 


| though not for meat. But let tne tell you one 


obſervation, That the Eele is never out of ſea= 
ſon, asTronts and moſt other fiſh are at ſet times, 
at leaſt moſt Eeles are not, 2 

I mighr here ſpeak of many other Fiſh whoſe 
ſhape and nature are much like the Eele, and: 
frequent both theSea ahd freſh Riverszas name- 
ly the Zzprel, the Lamprey and the Lampiyme 3 
as alſo of the mightic Conore, takeh often int 
Severne, about Gloctſter, and in what high 6+ 
ſteer mahic of them are for the cittiofitie of 
their tafte ; but theſe ate not ſo proper to be 
talk'd of by me; becauſe they make us Anglers 


oy T—— co. : 
- ad. a. bo 

_— . "a4 
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tf |  calledaGwimad, of which I ſhall tell yo 
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no {port, therefore I will let them alone as the | 
Jewes do, to whom they are forbidden by their 
Law. 

And Scholer, there is alſo a Flounder, a Sea- 
fiſh, which will wander very far into freſh Ri- 
vers,and there loſe himſelf,and dwell and thrive 
to a hands breadth, and almoſt twice ſo long, a 
Fiſh without {cales, and moſt excellent mear, 
and a Fiſh that affords much ſport to the.Ang- 
ler, with any {mall worm, but eſpecially a little 
blewiſh worm, gotten out of Marſh ground or 
Meadowes, which ſhould be well ſcowred ; but 
this though it be moſt excellent mcat; yet it 
wants os hf and is as I told you therefore an a- 
bomination to the Jewes,, Ee | 

Bur Scholer,there is a fiſh that they in, Lavca- 

ire boaſt yery much of,, called a Char, taken 


| there, (and I:think there only,) in a Mere cal- 


led, Winander Mere; a Mere, laies Campien, that 
is the Jargeſt in this Nation, being ten miles .in 
length, & as ſmooth in the bottom as if it were 
payed with polliſht marble : this fiſh neyer -ex- 
ceeds fifteen or ſixteen inches in length; and *tis | 
ſpotted like a Troxt, and has ſcarce a bone but | 
on the back : but this, though I do not know 
whether it-make the Angler ty yetI would 
have you take notice of it, becaule it isa raritic, 
8 of {o high eſtecm with perſons of great note. 

Nor would I haye you ignorant of a rare taſh, 
u what 
ampacn 
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| Campaen, and others ſpeak. The River - Dee 
(which runs by (heſter,) ſprings in Aerionnith- 
ſhire,and as it runs towardChefter,it rans through 
Pemble-Mere, which is a large water : And it is 


"; obſerved, that though the river Dee abounds 

- with Salmon,and Pemble-Mere with the Gainad; --1 
: yet there is never 'any: Salmon caught in the' 

'r | Mere, nor a Guiniad in the' River. © -And now 

* my next obſervation ſhall be of the Barhel. 

le | — 

" CHAP, XIVs: 

© || obſervations of the Barbel, and direitions 
<| how to fiſh for him. 


| Pic. T HE Barbel is fo called ( ſaics Geſ- 
-Ug ner) by reaſon of his Barb or War- 
tels at his mouth, which is under 
" his noſe or chaps. He is' one of 
| thoſe leather-mouthed Fiſh that I told you of, 
a that verie ſeldom break his hold if he bc once 
*- | hook'd: buthewill often break both rod and 
I linc if he proves to be a big one. 
ah But the Barbe/, though he be of a fine ſhape, 
WE and looks big, yet is nor accounted the beſt fiſh 
Id to cat,ncither for his wholſomnels nor his taſte; 
© Butthe Malc is reputed much better then rhe 
Female, whoſe Spawn is verie hurtful, as I will 
preſently declare to'you, 


O 3 E They 
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They flock rogether like ſheep,and are at work; 
in «pril, about which time they ſpawn, but 
quickly grow to be in ſeaſon, He is able to live 
in the ſtrongeſt (wifts of the Water,and in Sum. 
mer loye the ſhallowelt and ſharpeſt ſtreams ; 
and loyes to lurk under weeds, and to feed on 
gravel againſt a riſing ground,and will root and || 
dig in the ſands with his noſe like a hog, and 
there neſts himſelf : yet ſometimes he retires ro 
deep and ſwift Bridges, or Floud-gates, or 
Weires, where he will neſt himſelf amongſt 
piles, or in hollow places, and take ſuch hald 
of moſlc or weeds, that be the water neyer ſo 
ſwitt, it is not able to. force him from the place 
that he contends for, This. is his conſtant cu- 
ſtome in Summer, when he and moſt living 
creatures {port themſclves in the Sun, bur at the 
approach of Winter, then he forſakes the ſwift 
{rreams and ſhallow waters, andby degrees re- 
tires to thoſe parts of the River that are quiet 
and deeper ; in which places (and I think about 
that time) he Spawnes, andasT have formerly 
told you, with the help. of the Melter, hides his 
Spawn or eggs in holes,which they both dig in 
the gravel, and then they mutually labour to 
cover it with the ſame ſand, to preyent it from 
being deyoured by other fiſh. 

There be ſuch ſtore cf this fiſh in the Riyer 
Danube, that Randelitizs ſaigs,they may in ſome 
places of it, and in ſome moneths of the. year, 
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be taken by thoſe that dwell near to the River, 
withtheir hands, eight or ten load at a time 
he faies, they begin to be good in ay, and 
that they ceaſe to be ſo in eAwuguſt, but it is 
found to be otherwiſe in this Nation : but thus 
far we agree with him, that the Spawn of a 
Barbell, if it be not poiſon as he faies, yet that 
it is dangerous meat, and eſpecially in the 
moneth of «ACay ; which is ſo certain that Ge/- 
ner and Gaſius declare, it had an ill effe&t upon 
them even to the indangering of their lives. 
This fiſh is of a fine caſt and handſome ſhape, 
ſmall ſcales, and plac'd aftex a molt exact and 


curious manner, 
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and, as I told you, may be rather ſaid not to be 
ill, then to be good meat 3 the Chub and he haye 
(I think) both loſt a part of their credit by ill 
cookery, they being reputed the worlt or cour- 


{eſt of freſh-water-fiſh 3 but the Barve! affords 


an 


O+4 Ls 
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an Angler choice ſport, being a luſtic and a cun- 
ning Fiſh ; ſo luſtic and cunning 'as to endan- 
ger the breaking of the Anglers line, by run- 
ning his hcad forcibly towards any covert, or 
hole, or bank - and then ſtriking at the line, to 
break it off with his tail (as is obſerved b y Plu- 
tzrk, in his Book De indflria animalinm) and 
alſo ſo cunning to nibble and ſuck off your 
worm cloſe tothe hook, and yet avoid the let- 
ting the hook come into his mouth. 

The Barbel is, alſo curious for his baits,that is 
to ſay, that they be clean and ſweet ; that is to 
{ay, to have your worms well ſcowred, and not 
kept in ſowre and muſtie moſle, for he is a curi- 
ous feeder, for at a well-ſcowred Lob-worm, 
he will bite as boldly as at any bait, and ſpeci- 
ally,if the night or two before youFiſh for him, 
you ſhall bait the places wherc you intend to 
Fiſh for him with big worms cut into picces : 
and note, that none did eyer oyer-bait the 
place, nor Fiſh too carly or too latc for a Barbcl. 
And the Barbel will bite allo ar Gentles, which 
(not being too much ſcowred, but green} are a 
choice bait for him : and ſo is chcele, which is 
not to be too hard, but Kept a day or two in a 

wet linnen cloth ro make it tough ;| with this 


you may alſo bait the water a day or two beforc 


_ Fiſh for the Barbe!, and be much the like- 
icr to catch ſtore, and if the cheeſe were laid in 
clarihed honey a ſhort time before (as namely, 


an 
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an hour or two) you were {till the likelier to 
catch Fiſh : ſome haye directed to cut the 
cheele into thin pieces, and toaſte it, and then 
tic it on the hk with fine filk : and ſome ad- 
viſe to Fiſh for the Barbel with Sheeps tallow 
and ſoft cheeſe beaten or work'd intoa Paſte, 
and that it is choicely good in eAngaſt, and I 
believe it : butdoubrlefie the Lob-worm well 
{cowred, and the Gentle not too much ſcow- 
red, and cheeſe ordercd as I have direed,- are 
baits enough, and I think will ſerve in any 
moneth ; though 1 ſhall commend any Angler 
that tries conclutrons, and is induſtrious ro 1m- 
prove the Art, And now, my honelt Scholer,the 
long ſhowre, and my tedious Diſcourſe are 
both ended together : And I ſhall give you bur 
this Obſcryarion, that when you fiſh for a Bar- 
bell, your Rod and Line be both long, and of 
good ſtrength , for (as I rold you) you will 
find him a heavie and a dogecd Fiſh to be dealt 
withall, yet he ſeldom or never breaks his hold 
if he be once ſtrucken. And if you would know 
more of hſhing tor the Vmer or Barbel, get in- 
to favour with Door Shel/don,whole skill 1s a- 
bovye others ; and of that the poor that dwell a- 
bour him have a comfartablc expericnce. | 
And now lets go and ſee whar intereſt the 
Tronts will pay us for letting our eAngle-rods 
lie ſo long, and fo quietly in rhe water tor their 
aſe, Come, Scholer, which will you take up?” 
| Ven, 
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Ven. Which you think fit, Maſter. 

Piſce, Why, you ſhall take up that ; for Tam 

certain by viewing the Line, it has a Fiſh at it. | 
Look you , Scholer : well done. Come now, 
take up the other too ; well, now you may tell 
| my brother Petey at night; that you haye caught 
'- leaſe of Troxts this day. And now lets moye 
- toward our lodging, and drink a draught of 
. Red-(owes eMik,, as we go, and pive pretty 
eALaudlin and her honeſt mother a brace of 
Trowts for their ſupper. 

Venat. Maſter, I like your motion very well, 
and I think it is now about milking time, and 
yonder they be at it. 

- Piſe. God ſpeed you, good woman, I thank 


'.. you both for our Songs laſt night; Iand my 
| | companion haye had (uch fortune a Fiſhing this 


day, that we reſolve to give you and £Mandin 
2 brace of Troats for ſupper, and we will now 
taſte 2 draught of your Red-Cowes mulk. 
| '  e Flkw. Marrie, and that you ſhall with all 
}. my heart, and I will be ſtill your debtor when 
W come this way ; if you will but ſpeak the 
! word, I will make you a good Sillabub, of new 
| Vemnuice, and then you may fit down in a hay- 
' cockandeatit, and « Maxdin ſhall fit by and 
| ting youthe good old Song of the Hunting in 
Chevy Chaſe, or ſome other good Ballad , for 
ſhe hath good ſtore of them : Marndln my ho- 
|| neſt Mandin hath a notable memory, and ſhe 


thikns 
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thinks nothing too good for you, becauſe you 
be ſuch honeſt men. _ 

Venat. We thank you, and intend once in a 
moneth to call upon you again, and give you 
little warning, and fo good night ; good night 
<Maxdln. And now, good Maſter, lets loſe 
no time ; but tell me ſomewhat more of Fiſh- 
ing, and if you pleaſe, firſt ſometing of Fiſhing 
fora Guapion. 

P1{c. I will, honeſt Scholer. 


—  — 


GCHA ÞP: XV. 


Obſervations of the Gudgion, the Ruffe and 


the Bleak, and how to fiſh for them, 


He Gmndgzon is reputed a Fiſh of excel- 

| - lent taſte, and robe yery wholfome : 
. heisofa fine ſhape, of a filver colour, 
and beautified with black ſpots both 
on his body and tail. He breeds 'two or three 
times in the year, and alwaies in Summer, He 
1s commended for a:Fiſh of excellent nonriſh» 
ment : the Germanes call him Growndling, by 
reaſon. of his feeding on the ground ; and he 
there feaſts himſelf in ſharp.ſtreams, and on the 
gravel, Heand the Barbel both feed fo, and do 
aot hunt for flies at any time, as moſt other 
Fiſhcs. do : he is an. excellent fiſh to enter a 


young id 
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oung Angler, being eafic to be taken with a 
{ſmall red worm, on or yery near to the ground. 
He is one of tho{e leather-mouthed fiſh that haz 


his teeth in his throat, and will hardly be loſt 
off from the hvok if he be once ſtrucken : they 
be uſually ſcattered up Jand down every River 
in the ſhallowes, in = heat of Summer ; but 
in Autuwime, when the weeds begin to grow 
ſowre or rot, and the weather colder, then they 
gather together, and get into the deeper parts 
of the water ; and arc to be Fiſhed for 
there, with your hook alwaies touching the 
ground, if you Fiſh for bim with a flote, or 
with a cork : But many will Fiſh for the G-d- 
gion by hand, wirh a running line _ the 
ground, without a cork, as a Troxt is Fiſhed for, 
and it is an excellent way, if you hayea gentle 
rod and as gentle a hand. | 

There is alto another Fiſh called a Pope, and 
by ſome a R#ffe, a Fiſh that is not known to be 
in ſome Rivers ; itis much like tae Pearch for 
his ſhape, and taken to be betrer then the 
Pearch, but will not grow to be bigger then a 
Gudpgion : heis an excellent Fiſh, no Fiſh that 
farims is of a pleaſanter taſte, and he is alſo ex- 
cellent to enter a young Angler, for he is a Oree- 
dy birer, and they will uſually lic abundance of 
them together in one reſerved place where the 
water is deep, and runs quictly, and an cafic 
Angler, if he has found where they lie, may 
574 1TT6d catch 
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catch forty or fifty, or ſometimes twice ſo ma- 
ny at a ſtanding. 

You muſt Fiſh for him with a ſmall red- 
worm, and if you þait the ground with earth ir 
is excellent, 

There i» alſo a Bleak, or freſh-water-Sprat, a 
Fiſh that is ever in motion, and therefore call- 
ed by ſome the River-Swallow ; for juſt as you 
ſhall obſerye the Swallow to be molt eyenings in 
Summer eyer in motion, making ſhort and 
quick turnes when he-flies ro catch, Flies in/the 
aire, (by which he lives,) ſo does the Bleak: at 
the top of the water, 4#ſonius would haye him 
called Bleak from his whitiſh colour : his back 
is of a pleaſent {ad or Sea-water-green,his belly 
white and ſhining as the Mountains ſnow ; and 
doubtlefle though he have the fortune (which 
vertne has in poor people,) to be neglected, yer 
the Bleak ought to be much yalued, rhough we 
want Allamor ſalt, and the. dill that the 1rali- 
ans have to turn them into Anchovis., This fiſh 
may be caught with a Pater-voſter line, that" is, 
{1x or eight yery ſmall hooks tycd along the line 
one halt foot & ar the other : I have ſeen five 
caught thus at one time, and the bait has: been 
Gentles,rhen which none is better. | 

Or this Fiſh may be caught with a fine ſmall 
artificial flie, which is to be a very fad brown 
colour, and very {mall, and the hook an{wera- 
ble. There is no better ſpert than whipping 


for 
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' for Bleaks inakoat or on a banck in the ſwift 
//. water ina Summers evening, with a Hazle top 
| aboutfiveorfix foot long,and a line twice the 
[ of the Rod. I have heard Sir Henry Wor- 
| zo fay, that there be many that in Jraly will 
fl catch Swallows ſo, or eſpecially Marrs, (the 
7 Bird-avngley ſtanding on the top of a Steeple to 
do it, and with a fine twice k lone as I have 
\' fpokenof:) And let mertell you, SFoler, that 
þ both/Martivs and Bleaks be moſt excellent meat. 
| if And let tae tel you, that I have known a Hern 
| | that did conſtantly frequent one place, caught 
| | | with a hook baited witha big Minnow or a 
|| finall Gudgeon. The line and hook muſt be 
|, Rrong, andtied to (ome looſe ſtaff ſo big as ſhe 
| cannot flie away with it, a line not exceeding 
! | rwo Yards. 


— 


CHAP. XVI. 
1; of nothing, or that which is nothing worth. 


Y purpoſe was to give you ſome dire- - | 

Qcion concerning Roach atid Dacre, and 
ſome other inferiout Fiſh , which | 
if ' makethe Angler excellent ſport, for 
{ you know there is more pleaſure in hunting the 
|| Harethanin cating her : but I will forbear art 
'F| thistimeto ſay atyy more, becauſe you ſee yon- 
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der comes our brotherPeter and honeſt Coridon 3 
op | butIwill promiſe you, that as you and I fiſhand 
he & walk to morrow towards London, if Ihave now 
ot | forgotten any thing that I can then remember, 
ill & I willnot keep ir from you. 

he | Well met, Gentlmen, this is lucky that we 
ro | meetſo juſt together at this very door. Come 
7e | Hoſteſs, where are you ? is Supper ready ? 
at come, firſt give us drink, and be as quick as you 
t, can, for I believe we are all yery hungrie. Well, 
n brother Peter and Coridon, to you both 3 come 
't drink, and tell me what ack of fiſh : we two 
haye caught but ten Trouts, of which my Scho- 
ler caught three ; look here's eight, and a brace 
we gaye away : we have hada moſt pleaſant 
day for fiſhing and talking, and are returned 
home both wearie and hungrie, and now meat 
and reſt will be pleaſant, 

Per. And Coridoy andI haye not had an un- 
pleaſant day, and yet Ihaye caught bur five 
Trouts ; for indeed we went to a good honeſt 
| Ale-houſe, and there we plaid at covet hoe 

half the day ; all the time that it rained we were 
. | there, andas merric as they that fiſhed, and I 
| am glad we are now with a drie houſe oyer our 
heads, for hark how it rains and blows, Come 
Hoſteſs, give us more Ale, and out ſupper with 
what haſte you may 3 and when we have ſup'd 
letus have your Song, Piſcator, and the Ketch 
that your Scholer promiſed us, or elſe Coridew | 
willbe dogged, Poe 
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Piſc. Nay , I will not be worſe than my 
word, you ſhall not want my Song, and I hope 
I ſhall be pertc&t in it. TP 

Yenat. And I hope the like for my Ketch, 
which I have readic roo, and therefore lets 20 
merrily to ſupper, and then haye a gentle touch 
at ſinging and drinking ; but the latt with mo- 
deration. 

Cor. Come, now tor your Song, for we hayc 
fed heartily. Come Hoſteſs, lay a few more 
ſticks on the fire, and now ſing when you will. 

wil Piſc, Well then, here's to you Coridon, and 
| | ' now for my 9ong. | 


S 
* 


LI | Oh the gallant Fiſhers life, 
115 It zs the beſt of any, 
181 *Ti5 full of pleaſure, void of ſtrife, 
if] | eAnd tis belov'd of many - 
ll 4 Other joyes 
{8 are but toyes, 
| | onely this 

J lawful is, 
[8 for our skull 

breeds no 1, 

z., but content and pleaſure. 


In a morning up we riſe 
Ere Aurora's peeping, 

Drink a cup to waſh our eyes, 
Leave the ſorggars ſleeping : 


aha, , 
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"y Then we go 
pe to and fro, 

with our knacks 
h, at our backs, 
70 to ſuch ſtreams 
ch as the Thames, 
O- :f we have the leaſure. 


When we pleaſe to walk_abroad 
For our recreation, 
11 the fields 1s owy abode; 
Full of deleEtation : 
Where in a brook. 
with a hook , 
or a Lake, 
fiſh we take, 
there we ſit, 
for a bit, 
zul we fiſh imtangle. 


We have Gentles in a horn; 
We have paſte and worms too, 
We can watch both night and morn, 
Suffer rain and ſtorms too : 
None do here 
#ſe to ſwear, 
oaths do fray 
fiſh away, 
we fit fill, 
watch our quill ; 


Fi 648 muſt not rangle. 0 
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If the Suns exceſſtve heat 
Aake onr bodies ſwelter, 
To an Olter hedge we get 
For a friendly ſhelter, 
Where in a dike 
Pearch or Pike, 
Roch or Dace 
we do chaſe, 
Bleak or Gudgion 
without grudgg, 
we are ſtill comended, 


Or we ſometimes paſſe an hour 
Under a green Willow, 
That defends us from a ſhowre, 
Making earth our pillow, 
| ere we may 
think and pray 
before death 
ſtops ox breath : 
other Joyes 
are but _ 


and to be lamented. 


Jo. CHALKHILL. | 
Venat. Well ſung, Maſter, this daies fortume 
and pleaſure,and this nights company and ſong, 
do all make me more and more in love with 
angling. Gentlemen,my Maſter left me alone for 
an hour this day, andI verily belicye he reti- 


-, redhimſelffrom talking with me,that he mi gbr 
"ER c 
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be ſo perfe& in this ſong : was it nor Maſter ? 
Piſc. Yes indeed, for it is many Years ſince 
I learn'd it, and having forgotten a part of ir, I 
| was forced te patch ir up by the help of mine 
own Invention, who am nor excellent at Poe- 
trie, as my part of the ſong may teltifie : But 
| of that] will fay no more, leſt you ſhould chink 
I mean by diſcommending it to beg your com- 
mendations of it, And therefore without repli- 
cations lets hear your Ketch, Scholer, whichl 
hope will be a good one; for you are both Mu- 
fical, and haye a good fancie to boot, 
Venat, Marry and that you ſhall, and as free- 
pl as I would have my honeſt Maſter tell me 
ome more ſecrets of Fiſh -and Fifhing as we 
walk and fiſh towards Loydoy to morrow. But 
Maſter, firſt let me tell you, that thar very hour . 
which you were abſent from mie, I fate down 
under a Willow-tree by the water fide, and conf1- 
dered what you had told mie of the Owner of 
that pleaſant Meadow in which you: then lefc 
me; that he hada plentiful cſtate, and not a 
heart to think ſo ; that he had at this time mia- 
ny Law-ſures dependihg, and .rhat they both 
damp'd his mirth, and rook up fo much of his 
time and thoughts, that he himſelf had norlei- 
{ure to take the ſweet content that I (who pre- 
tended no title to thera,) took in his fields ; for 
[ could there fit quietly, and lookirig on the 
water, ſee ſome Fiſhes port themiclyes in the 
MF, ; P 2 filyer._. 
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{ilver ſtreams,others leaping at Flyes of ſeyerall 
ſhapes and colours ; looking on the Hils, could 
behold them ſpotted with Woods and Groyes ; 
looking down the Medows, could ſce here a 
Boy gathering LZlles and Lady-ſmocks,and there 
a Girle air (ubverkeyes and Cowſlps, all to 
make Garlands ſutable to this pleaſant Month 
of May : theſe and many other Field-flowers, 
ſo pertumed the aire, that I thought that yery 
Meadow like the Field in S:c:1y (of which D:- 
odorus ſpeaks) where the perfumes ariſing 
from the place, makes all dogs thar hunt 
in it, to fall off, and to loſe their hotteſt ſent. 
I fay, as I thus fate joying in mine owne happy 
condition, and pitying this poor rich man, 
that ought this,and many other pleaſant Groves 
and Meadows about me, I did thankfully re- 
member what my Saviour faid, that the meek 
poſſeſs the earth 3 or rather, they injoy what the 
other poſſeſs and injoy not, for Anglers and 
meek quict-ſpirited-men, are free from thoſe 
high, thoſe reſtlefle thoughts which corrode the 
{ſweets of life ; and they, and they onely can | 
ſay as the Poer has pappily exprelt it; | 

Hail bleſt eſtate of lowlineſſe ! 

Happy enjoyment of ſuch mas, 

As rich in ſelf-contentedneſſe, 

Can, like the reeds in rougheſt winds, 

By yielding make that blow but ſmal 
At which prond Oaks and Cedars fal, ; 
| ; cre 
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/ 


The Complete pv gi ont I . 


There came alſo into my mind at that time, 
certain Verſes in praiſe of a mean eſtate, and an 
humble mind, they were written. by Phineas 
Fletcher : an excellent Divine, and an excellent 
Angler , and the Author of excellent Piſca-' 
tory Eglogues,in which you ſhall {ce the pi&ture 
of this good mans mind, 

No empty hopes, ns Courtly fears him fright, 
No vegging wants,h1s middle fortune bite, 
Bat ſweet content exiles both mailery and ſpite, 


Hrs certain life, that never can deceive him, 
1s full of thouſand ſweets, and rich content : 
The ſmooth-leav'd Beeches in the field receive him, 
IWith cooleſt ſhade, till noon-tides heat be ſpent : 

Hr life is neither toſt in boiſterous Seas, 

Or the vexations world,or toſt in ſlothfall eaſe ; 
Pleas der ful bleft he lrues, when he his God can pleaſe, 


Hs bed more ſafe then ſoft yields quiet ſleeps, 
While by his fide his faithful Spouſe has place, 
Hrs little ſon into his boſom creeps, 
The lively piftare of his fathers face. | 
His humble houſe,or poor ſlate ne're torment him , 
Leſs he could like,if leſs his God had lent hina,(him.* 
And when he dies, green turfs do for a tomb content 
Gentlemen,thelc were a part of the thoughts 
that then poſleſt me, and I there made a cenver- 
lon of a piece of an old Ketch,and added more 
to it, fitting them to be ſung by us anglers: come | 
Maſter,you can fing wel,you muſt ſing a part of 
it as it is in this paper, 
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Pet, I marrie Sir, this is Muſick-indeed, this 
has cheer'd my heart, and made me to remem- 
ber {1x Verſes in praiſe of Muſick, which I will 
{peak to you inſtantly, 


e Muſick miraculous Rheterich,, that Speak; ſt ſenſe 
Without a tongue, excelling eloquence 5 

Wih what eaſe might thy erronrs be excns'd 

Wert thon as truly low'd as th art abus d? 

But though dull ſouls neglett,and ſome reprove thee, 
1 cannot hate thee, cauſe the Angelg love thee. 


Piſc. Well remembred brother Peter, theſe 
Verſes came {eaſonably. Come,we will all joyn 
together, mincHoſte and all,8 ſing my Scholers 
Ketch over again,and then each man drink the 
tother cup and to bed, and thank God we haye 
adry houſe oyer our heads. 

Piſc. Well now, gogd night to eyery body. 

Pet. And fo fay I. Sl 

Ven. And fo ſay I. : 

' Cor. Good night to youall, and I thank you. 

Pi ſc, Good morrow brother Peter, and the 
like to you honeſt Coridon : come, my Hoſtis 

faies there is ſeven ſhillings to pay, lets cach 

man drink a potf or his mornings draught, and 

lay-down kis' two ſhillings, that fo my Hoſtis 

may not have occaſion to repent her {elf of be- 
ing ſo diligent,and uſing us fo kindly, 

Pet. The motion is lixed by eyery body, and 

0 


ſo Holſtis, here's your money, we Anglers are 
all beholding to you, it will not be long ere He 
ſee you again. And now brother P:ſcator I 
wiſh you and my brother your Scholera faire 
day.,and good fortune. Come Cor:don,this is our 
way. 


— 


C H A P. XVI. 


Of Roch and Dace, and how to fiſh for them, 
And of Cadis, 


Ven. Ood Mailter , as we gO Now to- 
( pu London, be ſtill to courteous 

as to give me more inſtrudtions,for 

I have {ceverall boxcs in my mEmo- 

ry in which I will keep them all yery ſafe, there 
ſhall not one of them be loſt, : 

Piſc. Well Schoſcr, that I will, and I will 
hide nothing from you that I can remember, 
and may help you forward towards a perfe&i- 
on in this Art, and becauſe we have {o much 
tinac, and I have {aid lo little of Roch and Dace, 
I will give you {ome dire&tions concerning/ 
them. 

Some lay the Roch is {o called, from Rutulze, 
which they ſay, f1gmhics red tins: He is a Fiſh 
of no great reputationdor his dainty talte, and 
his Spawn is acccuatcd much better then any 

other 


—— 
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. otherpartofhim. And you may take notice, 
that as the Carp is accounted the Water-Fox, for 
þ his cunning,lo the Roch is accounted the Watey- 
' ſheep for his ſimplicity or fooliſhneſſe. It.is no- 
ted that the Roch and Dacerecoyer ſtrength, and 
ow in ſeaſon in a fortnightafter ſpawning,the 
Barbel and Chub in a moneth, the Troxt in four 
moneths, and the S4/z0y in the like time, if 
he gets into the Sea, and afrer into freſh-water, 
Roches be accounted much better in the Ri- 
yer then in a pond, though ponds uſually breed 
the biggeſt. Bur there is a kind of baſtard ſmall 
| Roch that breeds in Ponds with a very forked 
'F tail;andofa very ſmall 11ze, which ſome fay is 
| bredby the Bream and right Roch, and ſome 
Ponds are ſtored with thels beyond belief ; and 
knowing-men know their difference and call 
them Rxds; they differ from the true Roch as 
much as a Herring from a Pilchard, and theſe 
baſtard brecd of Roch are now {cattered in ma- 
ny Rivers, but I think not in Tham?s, which I 
believe. affords the largeſt and fatteſt in this 
Nation, eſpecially bel9w London-Bridg : the 
Roch is 2 leather-month'd Fiſh, and has a kind 
of ſaw-like teeth in his throat. And laſtly let 
me tell you, the Roch makes an Angler cxcel- 
lens{port, eſpecially the great Roches about 
London, where I think there be the beſt Roch- 
Anglers, and Ithink that the beſt Tromt- Anglers 


bein Derbyſhire. 


Next 


Next let me tel you,you ſhall fiſh for this roch 
in Winter with Paſte or Gentles, in April with 
worms or Cadis ; in the very hot moneths with 
little white ſnailes, or with flies under-water, 
for he ſeldom takes them at the top, though the 
Dace will. In many of the hot moneths, Roches 
may alſo be caught thus : Takea Mer fi or 
Ant-fly, fink him with a little lead to the bot- 
tom near to the piles or poſts of a Bridg, or near 
to any poſts of a IVeire, I mean any deep place 
where Roches lie quietly, and then pull your 
flie up very leiſurely, and uſually a Roch will 
follow your bait to the very top of the water 
and gaze on it there, and run at it and take it 
leſt the flic ſhould flic away from him. 

I have ſcen this done at Windſor and Henly- 
Bridg, and great ſtore of Roch taken, and ſome- 
times a Dace or Chub ; and in Angrnft you may 
Fiſh for them with a Paſte made onely of the 
crumbs of bread, which ſhould be of pure fine 
Manchet ; and that muſt be fo tempered be- 
twixt your hands till it be both ſoft and tough 
too ; a very little water, and time, and labour, 
and clean hands will make it a moſt excellent 
pate : But when, you Fiſh with it, you muſt 
aye a {mall hook, a quick eye, anda nimble” 
hand,or the bait is loſt and thefiſh too 3 (if one 
may loſe that which they never had) with this 
paſte, you may,asI ſaid,take both the Roch and 
the Dace or Dare, for they be much of a kind, 

in 


Toca 


PT”, 0 ky 9 ons 


The Complete Angler. 
in matter of fecding, cunning, goodnefſe and 
uſually in ze. And therefore take this generall 
dire&ion for ſome other baits which may con- 
cern you to take notice of, They will bite al- 
moſr at any fly,bur eſpecially at Ant-flies ; con- 
cerning which,take this direction, for it is very 

opd. ; 

Take the blackiſh Anr-flze out of rhe Mole- 
hill or Ant-hill, in which place you ſhall find 
them in the Monerh of 7a»c, or if that be too 
early in the year, then doubtleſs you may find 
them in ly, Azguft, and moſt of September, ga- 
ther them alive with both their wings,and then 

ut them into 2 glaſic,that will hold a-quart Or a 
pottle ; but fir{t,put into the glaſle a handful or 
more of the moiſt earth our of which you gather 
them,and as much of the roots of the graſs of the 
ſaid hillock,and then pur in the flies gently,that 
they loſe not their wings, lay aclod of earth 
over it, and then ſo many as are put into the 
glafle without bruiſing, will live there a moneth © 
or more, and be alwaies in a readinefſe for you 
to Fiſh with ; but if yon would haye them 
keep longer, then get any great earthen por, or 
barrel of three or four gallons (which is berter) 
then waſh your barrel with water and honey ; ; 
and having put into it a quantity of earth and 

raſſe roots, then put in your flies,and cover it, 
and they will livea quarter ofa year; theſe in 
any ſtream and clear water, are a deadly bait for 
| Roch 


Pi 
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Roch or Dace, or for a Chub, and your rule 
is, to Fiſh not lefſe then a handful from the 
bottom. 

I ſhall next tell you a winter bait for a Roch, 
a Dace or (hub, and it is choicely good. ' A- 
bout All-hollantide (and {o till Froſt comes) 
when you ſee men ploughing up heath-ground, 
or ſandy ground, or green{wards, then 'follow 
the plough, and you ſhall find a white worme as 
big as two Magots, and it hath a red head,{(you 
may obſerye in what ground molt are, tor there 
the Crowes will be yery watchfull, and follow 
the Plough very cloſe) it is all ſoft, and full of 
whitiſh guts ; a worme thar is in Norfolk, and 
ſome other Countrics called a Grz5,.and is bred 
of the ſpawne or cggs of a Beetle, which ſhe 
leaves in holes that ſhe digs in the ground under 
Cow or Horſe-dung, He , there reſts all Winter, 
and in Marchor April comes to be firſt a red, 
and then a black Beetle : gather a thouſand or 


two of theſe, and put them with a peck or two 


of their own carth into ſome tub or frkin, and 
coyer and keep them ſo warme, thart the froſt 
or col aire, or winds kill them not, and you 
may keep them all winter, and Kill fiſh with 
them at any time: and if you put ſome of them 
into a little carth and honey a day before you 
uſe them, you will tind them an excellent baite 
for Bream or Carp. 

And after this manner you may allo keep 


Gen- ; +5 


| *youmaytticby feeling it betwixt your Finger 
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Gentles all winter, which isa good baite ther, 
and much the better for being lively and tough: 
or you may brecd and keep Gentles thus : Take 
a piecc of Beaſts liver, and witha croſs ſtick, 
hang it in ſome corner over a pot or barrel half ' 
full of dry clay, andas the Gentles grow big , 
they will fall into che barrel and ſcowre them- 
ſelves, and be alwaics ready for uſe whenſoeyer 
you incline to Fiſh ; and thefe gentles may be 
thus made til after Michaelmas But if you delire 
ro _P Gentles to Fiſh with all the year, then 
geta dead Cat or a Kite and let it be fly-blown, 

and when the Gentles begin to be alive and to 

ſtir, then bury it and them in moift earth, but 
as free from froſt as you can, and theſe you may 
dip up at any time when you intend to uſe them; 
theſe will laſt till Zarch, and about that time 


' turn to be flies. 


But if you be nice to foul your Fingers, 
(which goad Anglers ſeldom are) then take this 


Fair Get a handful of well-made Mault, and 


J "—" . 
ut it intoa diſh of water, and then waſh and 


If -rub it betwixt your hands till you make it 


clean, and as free from husks as you can ; then 
put that water from it, and puta {mall quan« 
titie of freſh water to it, and ſetir in ſomething 
that is fit for that purpoſe oyer the Fire, wherc 
itis not to boil apace, bur leaſurely and 4 
loftly, untill ic become ſomewhar ſoft, whic 


and 
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and Thumb, and when it is foft, then put your 
water from it, and then take a ſharp Knife, and 
rurning the ſprout end of the corne upward, 
with the point of your Knife take the back part 
-|- of the husk off from it, and yer leaving a kind 
of inward husk on the corn, orelſe it is marr'd, 
and then cut off that ſproured end, (I meana 
little of it)that the white may appear,and ſo pul 
off the husk on the cloven fide (as Idirefted 
| ou) and then cutting off a very little of the 0- 
| ther end, that ſo your hook may cnter, and if 
| | your hook be {mall and good, you will find this 
| ro be a yery choice Bait either for Winter or 
| Summer, you ſometimes caſting a little of it in- 
| ro the place where your flote ſwims. bo 
And to take the Roch and Dace, a good Bait 15+f% 
'the young brood of Waſps or Bees, if you dip--4 
their heads in bloud ; efpecially good for*® * 
Bream, if they be baked or hardned in their 
husks in an Oven,after the bread is taken out of 
it, or on a Fire-ſhoyel ; and fo allo is the thick 
bloud of Sheep, being half dried on a Trencher, 
that you may cut it into ſuch pieces as may beſt 
fit the f1ze of your hook, anda little ſalt keeps 
it from growing black, and makcs it not i 6 
worſe but better : This is taken ro bea choice 
Bait if rightly ordered, 
There be feyeral Oiles of a ſtrong ſmell that 
I have been told of, and to be excellent to 
tempt Fiſh to bite, of which I could fay mucb, * 
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but 1 remember I once carried a {mall Bottle 
from Sir George Haſtings to Sir Henry Wotton, 
(they were both chimical men) as a great Pre- 
ſent, it was ſent, and receiy'd, and us'd with 
great confidence ; and yet upon inquirie I found 
it did not anſwer the expc&ation of Sir Henry, 

which with the help ofthis and other circum- 
ſtances, makes me have little belief in ſuch 
things as many men talk of : not but that I 
think Fiſhes both ſmell and hear, (as I have ex- 
per: in my former diſcourſe) but there is a my- 
erious Knack, which (though it be much ea- 
fier than the Philoſophers Stone, yet) is not at- 
tainable by common capacities , or elle lies 
locked up in the brain or breſt of ſome chimi- 
cal man, that like the Roſr-cratians will not yet 
reveal it, But I ſtepped by chance into this dif- 
courlc of Oiles and Fiſhes ſmelling,and though 
there might be more ſaid, both of it and of 
Baits for Roachand Dace, and other flote Fiſh, 
yetI will forbear itat this time, and tell you in 
the next place how you are to prepare you 
Tackling : concerning which TI will for {port 
fake give you an old Rhime out of an old Fiſh- 
book, which will þe a part of what you are ts 
provide. 


e AM y Rod and my Line, my Flote and my Lead, 

My Hook and my Plummet ,ny whetſtone and knife, 

My Baiket, my Baits both living ard dead, | 
Ag ; My 
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e My Net and my Meat, for that ts the thief: * 
Then 1 muſt have Thred,and Haiys green and ſmall; 
With wine Anoling prrſe,and ſo you have all, 


But you muft haye all theſe Tackling, and 
twice ſo-many more, with which if you mean 
to be a Fiſher., -you mult tore 
your ſelf; and to that purpoſe I 764ve be 
will go with you either to (harles (cf pune Far ks: 
Brandons (near to the Swan in Gol= #1 pornds in the 
amg-lane ;) or to Mr. Fletchers in gps ehecſey, 
the Court which did'once belong ' _ 
to Dr. Nowelthe-Dean of Paxls,' he that I told 
you was a good man anda good Filher ; it is 
hard by the Welt end of St. Pauls Church. Bur if 
you will buy choice hooks, I will one day walk 
with you to Charles Kerbyes in Harp-alley in 
Shooe-lane, who is the moſt exact and beft hook- 
maker the Nation: affords. They be all three 
honeſt men, and will fitan Angler with whar 
Tackling he wants: ; i | 

Venat, Then, good Maſter, let it be at Charls 
Brandons, for he is neareſt to my dwelling, and 
I pray ler's incet there:the nincth of May next a- 
bout two of the clock, and FI want nothing 
that a Fiſher ſhould be furniſhed with. '' 

Piſc. Well, and Fll not fail you God willings 
at the time and place appointed. of cinctt 

Venat. 1 thank you, good Maſte, and1I wil 
not fail you: and, good Maſter, tell me whay' 

I 


Tligve heard,that 


YE a TO 
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[7 Baits more you remember, for it will aot now 
|  .be long ere we ſhall be at Tottenberi hgh-Crofſe, 
[17] * and -when we come thither I will make you 
ſome requital of your pains, by repeating as 
choice a copie of Verſes, as any we have heard 
ſince we met together; and that is a proud word, 
for we have heard very good ones. 
Piſc. Well, Scholer, and1I ſhall be right glad 
to hear them ; and I will tell you whatſoever 
comes in my mind, that I think may be worth 
your hearing, You may make another choice 
Bait thus, Take a handful or two of the beſt and 
biggeſt Wheat you can ger, boil it in a little 
milk, (like as Framityis boiled) boil it ſo till 
it be ſoft, and then fie iriver Jeaſurely with 
Honie anda little beaten” Saffron diflolyed in 
milk, and you will find this a choice Bait, and 
goodIT think for any Fiſh, eſpecially for Roch, 
Dace, (nb or Greyling : Iknow not but thar ir 
_ be as good for a River-carp,and Sg 
ift 
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, 


ground be a little baited with it; ,-- 
: - You are alſo to know; that there be divers 

kinds of Cadss, or Caſe-worms, that are to -be 
 foundinthis Nation in ſeverall diſtin Coun- 
ties, and in ſeyerall little Brooks that relate to 
bigger Rivers,as namely, one Cadss called a Pi- 
per, whoſe hnsk or caſe isa piece of reed about 
an inch _ or longer, and as big about as the 
compals of a twopence ; theſe worms being 


, ?, = 4 
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or four days in a woolen bag wit 
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ſand atthe bottom of it, arid the bag wet ate 


a day, will in three or four days turn to be- 


yellow, and theſe be a choice bait for the Chab 
or Chavender, or indeed for any preat Fiſh,for it 
is a large bait; 
There is alſo a leſſer Cadis-wormy called a 
Cock-ſpur, being in faſhion like the ſpur of a 
Cock, ſharp ar one en6, and the caſe or houſe 
in which this dwells is made of ſmall husks and 
orayel, and ſlime, moſt curiouſly made of theſe, 
even ſo as to be wondered at,but not to be made 
by man no more then a King-fiſhers neſt can, 
which is made of little faſhes RN and have 
ſuch a Geometricall inter-weaving and con- 
nexion, as the like is riot to be done by the art 
of man : This kind of Cadis is a choice bait for 
atiy flote-Fiſh, it is much leſs then the Diper- 
Cadis,and to be ſo ordered; and theſe may be {a 
par ten, fafreen, or twenty days,or it may 
e longer. 


There is alſo another Cads called by ſome a 


Straw-worm, and by ſome a Ruffe-coat; whoſe - 


houſe or caſe is made of little pieces of bents, 


and ruſhes, and ſtrawes, and water-weeds,and | -- 


know not what,which are ſo knit together with 
condenfed ſlime, that they ſtick abour her husk 
or caſe, not uplike the briſtles of a Hedg-bog ; 
theſe three Cazis. are commonly taker in the 


beginning of Summer, and are good indeed to _ 


take any.kind of fiftt with flote or otherwiſe. 1 


Qa2 as 


| 
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{ might tell you of many more, which as theſe do 
early, fot oſe have their time of turning to be 
flies later in Summer ; but I might loſe my ſelf, 
and tire you by ſuch a diſcourſe, I ſhall chere- 
fore but remember you, that to know theſe,and 
their ſeveral kinds, and to what flies eyery par- 
ticular Cad:s turnes, and then how to uſe them 
firſt as they be Caais, and then as they be flzes 


'' - isanart, and an art that eyery one that profeſſes 


to be an eAngler has not leiſure to ſearch after, 
and if he had, is not capable of learning. 

Le tell you Scholer, ſeverall Countries haye 
ſeyerall kinds of {adiſes, that indeed differ as 
much as dogs do : That is to ſay, as much as 
avery (rand a Greyhound do. Thele be uſually 
bred inthe very little rills or ditches that run 
inte bigger rivers, and I think a more proper 


{F!! '- baitfor thoſe very Rivers, then any other. I 


know not how or of what this Cacs receives 
life, or what coloured flye it turnesto ; but 
doubtleſle, they are the death of many Trouts, 
and this is one killing way. 

Take one (or more if need be) of theſe large 
yellow (dis, pull off his head, and with it. pull 
out his black gut, put the body (as little bruiſed 
as is poſſible) on a very little hook, armed on 
with a Red haire (which will ſbew like the (a- 
dis-head) and a very little thin lead, ſfoput upon 
the ſhank of the hook that it may fink ns 
ly ; throw this bait thus ordered (which will 

__ | look 
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look very yellow) into a hole where a Trout is, 
and he will preſently venture his lite for it, tis | 
not to be doubted if you be not eſpyed ; and | 
that the bait firſt touch the water before the 
line, and this will do beſt in the ſtilleſt warer. 

Next let me tell you, I have been much plea- : } 
ſed to walk quietly y aBrook with a little ſtick 
in my hand, with which I might eafily take 
theſe, and confider the curioſity of their com- . 
poſure ; and if you ſhall cyer like to do fo, then -- 
note,that your ſtick mult be cleft,or have a nick 
at one end of it,by which means you may with 
eaſe take many of them in that nick out of the 
water , before you have any occaſions to 


uſe them. Theſe, my honeſt Scholer, are ſome 


obſeryations told to you as they now come ſud. 


| denly into my memory , of which you may 


make ſome ufe : but for the practical part, it 1s 
that that makes an Angler : it is diligence, and 
obſervation, and practice, and an ambition 
to be the beſt in the Art that muſt do it., I will 
tell you Scholer, I once heard one ſay, 7 envy 
not hin that eats better meat then 1] do, nor him that 
:s richer, or that wears better cloathes then 1 do,  [ 
envy no body but him, and him onely that catches more 
fiſhthen 7 do. And ſucha man is like to prove 
an Angler, and this noble emulation I wiſh to 
you and all young Anglers. 


Q3 CHAP. 
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| 1 Of the Minnow or Penk, of the Loach, a#d 
135 of the Bull-head, or Millers thymb, 


Piſc. Here be alſo three or four other - 
| little fiſh that T had almoſt forgor, 


that are all without ſcales, and 
may for excellency of meat be 
compared to any fiſh of greateſt yalue, and 
largeſt: ſize. They be uſually full of eggs or 


037 fſpawnall the moneths of Summer ; for they 


breed often, as 'tis obſerved mice and many of 
#/ the ſmallerfour-footed Creatures of the earth 
* do; andasthoſe, fo theſe come quickly to their 
| full growth and perfection. and it is needfull 
that they breed both often and numerouſly, for 
they be {beſides other accidents of ruine)both a 
prey, and baites for other fiſh. And firſt, I ſhall 
tell you'of the « Minnow or Penk. 
The eMamoy hath, when he is in perfect 
ſeaſon, and not ſick (which is onely preſently 
after ſpawning ) a kindofdapled or waved co- 
lour, like toa Panther, on his ſides, inclining to 
a | Fageary and skie-color,.his belly being milk- 
white, and his back almoſt black or blackiſh, 
He is a ſharp biter at a ſmall worm, and in hot 
weather makes excellent ſport for young An- 
glers, or boyes, or women that love that Re- 
"00 LG _ creation, 


lirtle Taye, 


then is ſutable to that length, This Loach.,. 
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creation, and'in the ſpring they make of them 
excellent Aimnow-Tanſies; for being waſhed | 
well in ſalt, and their heads and tails cut off, | 
and their guts taken out, they proye excellent | 
for that uſe, being fryed with yolks of <B85> 

2 


the flowers of (owſlips, and of Primroſes, an 


The Loach is, asI told you, a moſt daint 
fiſh, he breeds and feeds in little and clear {wift 
brooks or rills; and lives there upon the gra= 
yel, and in the ſharpeſt ſtreams : He prowes 
not to be above a finger-long, and no thicker 


is of the ſhape of the Eele : he has a beard or 
wattels like a Barbel. He has two fins art his 
ſides, four at his belly and one at his tail ; he is 
dapled with many black or brown ſpots, his 
mouth is Barbel-like under his noſe. This Fiſh 
is uſually full of eggs or ſpawn, and is by Geſ< + 
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for great nouriſhment, and to be very grateful 
both to the palate and ſtomach of ſick perions, 
and is to be fiſhed for with a yery ſmall worm 
at the bottgm, for he very ſeldomor never ri- 
ſes above the Gravel, on which I told you he u- 
ſually gets his living. 

The Aillers-thumb or Bull-headis a Fiſh of no 
pleafing ſhape. He is by Geſner compared to the 
Sea-toad-fiſh, for his ſimilitude and ſhape. Ir 
has a head big and flat, much greater than ſu- 
table to his Bodie ; a mouth yery widc and uſu- 
ally gaping. He is withoat tecth, bur his lips 
are very rough, much like to a File, He hath 
two Fins near to his gills, which be roundiſh 
or creſted, two Fins alſo under the Bellie, two 
on the Back, one below-the Vent, and the Fin 
of his tail is round. Nature hath painted the 
Bodie of this Fiſh wich whitiſh, blackiſh, browniſh 
{pots. They be uſually full of egges or ſpawne 
al the Summer, (TI mean the Femgles) and thoſe 
eggs {well their Vents almoſt into the form of a 
dug. They begjn to ſpawne about _ and 

'(asI rold you) ſpawn ſeveral monerhs in the 
Summer ; and in the Winter the Minnow, and 
Loach and Bul-head dyell in the mud as the 
Eelc doth, or we know not where ; no more 
than we know where the Cuckoe and Swallow, 
and other Summer-birds.( which tirlt appear to 
us in 44pril) ſpend their cold wincer melancho- 
Iy.moneths, 'This Bulpead © does 
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does uſually dwell and hide himſelf in heles or 
amoneſt ſtones in clear water ; and in very hot 
daies will lie a very long time and very ſtill, 
and ſun himſelf, . and will be eafte to be ſeen 
upon any flat ſtone, or on any gravel, at which 
time he will ſuffer an Angler to put a hook bai- 
ted with a ſmall worm very near unto his yery 
mouth, and he neyer efuſls to bite, nor indeed 
ro be caught with the worſt of Anglers.  Aat- 
thiolus commends him much more for his taſte 
and nouriſhment, than for his ſhape or beautie, 


There is allo a little Fiſh called a Stcklebag 3 

a Fiſh without ſcales, but hath his body fenc'd 
with ſeyerall prickles. Iknow not where he 
dwels in winter, nor what he. is good for in 
Summer, but only to make ſport for boyes and 
women-Anglers, and to feed other Fiſh that be 
Fiſh of prey, as Trouts in particular, who = 
| ite 
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"Efre af bim as ata Penk, and better,if your hook 
. berightly baited. with him, for he may be fo 
baited as his tail turning like the fail ofa wind. 

© mill will make him turne more quick then any 
- Penk,or MinnowCan. For note, that the nim. 
- ble tarning ofthat or the Mnnow is the perfe. 
dion of Minnow-fi mg. To whichend, if you 
put your hook into his mouth, and out at his 

” tail, and then having firſt tied him with white 
- threda. little above his tail,and placed him after 
"fiich a manner on your hook as he is like to turn, 
then ſow up his mouth to your line, and he is 
like to turn quick,and tempt any Troxt: bur if he 

- donot turn quick;then tarn his tail a little more 
or lefle towards the inner part, or towards the 
fide of the hook, or put the Mmow or Sticklebay 
alittle more crooked or more ſtraite on your 
hook, untill it will turne both trae and faſt ; and 


thar lics in a ſwift ſtream. And the Loach that I 
rold you of will do the like ; no baite is more 
tempting, provided the Loach be not too big. 
And now Scholer, with the help of this FM 
© mornipg,and your patient attention,T have ſaid 
all chat my preſent memory will afford me con- 
cerning moſt of the ſcyerall Fiſh that are uſual- 
ly fiſhr for in freſh waters. 
Vexat. Burt Maſter, you have by your for- 
* mer civility made me hope that you will make 
good your promiſe, and ſay ſomething of the 
7% OE PAIR leyeral 


then doubt not but to tempt any great Tromt 
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ſeveral Rivers that be of moſt note in this Na« 
tion ; and alfo of F;ſþ-ponds, and the ordering 
of them ; and doit I pray good Maſter, for I | 
love any Diſcourſe of Rivers, and Fiſh and fiſh- 
ing;the time ſpent in ſuch diſcourſe paſſes away 
very pleaſantly. . 


—— 


CHAP, XIX, | 
Of ſeveral Rivers, and ſome obſervations of 
fiſh. 

Pic. ELL Scholer, ſince the 

V wayes and weather do both 

. fayorus, and that we yet ſee . 

not Tottenham Croſs,you ſhall 

ſee my willingneſle to fatistie your defire. 

And firſt, for the Rivers of this Nation, there 

be (as you may note out of Door Heylas Ge- 

ogpraphy and others) in number 325. but thoſe 

of chieteſt note he reckons and deſcribes as fol. - 
lowerh, 

The chief is Thamſis, compounded of two 
Rivers, Thime and 1fis ; whereof the former ri. 
ling fomewhat beyond Thame in Buckinghams 
ſhire, and the latter in Cyrencefter in Gloceſter- 
ſhire meet together about Dorceſter in Oxford- 

ſhire, the illte of which happy conjunion 1s 
the Thanviſis or Thames, Hence it flyeth bc- 
: | twixt 
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 +twixt Berks, Buckinghamſhire, M. iddleſex, Sur 
| _ and Eſſex, and ſo weddeth himſelf to 

Kentiſh e Medway in the very jawes of the 
Ocean; this glorious River feeleth the violence 
and bencfit of the Sea more then any Riyer in 
Exrope, ebbing and flowing twice a day, more 
then fixtie miles ; about whoſe banks are ſo 
many fair Townes aud Princely Palaces that a 
Germane Poet thus truly ſpake : 


Tot (,ampos, OC. 


We ſaw ſo many Woods, and Princely bowers, 
- Sweet Fields, brave Palaces, and ſtately Towers, 
So many Gardens dreſt with curious care, 

That Thames with royal Tiber may compare; 


2. The ſecond River of note, is Sabrina or 
Severn: it hath its beginning'in Plinilimmon Hill 
in e Montromery-ſhire, end his and ſeyen miles 
from Briſto/,waſhing in the mean ſpace the walls 
of Shrewsbury, Worceſter and Gloceſter,and divers 
other places and palaces of note. 

3. Trent {ocal ed for thirty kind of Fiſhes 
that are found in it, or that ir receiveth thirty 
lefſer Rivers, who having his fountaine in Sraf- 
fordſhire, and gliding through the Countries of 
Nottingham, Lincoln, Leiceſter and York,augmen- 
reth the turbulent current of Hamber, the moſt 
violent ſtream of all the Ifle, This Hamber is 
Fs FR, AIRPIER. not 
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hor, to fay truth, a diſtin River, having -a 
ſpring head of his own, but rather the mouth 
or E/tuorium of diversRivers here confluent and 
meeting together ; namely, your Dorwenr, and | 
eſpecially of _ and Trent; and(as the Danow, | | 
having received into its channel, the River Dra- | 
v#5, Sauus, Tibiſuas, and divers others) chan- 
geth his name into this of Hwmberapus,as the old WW 
Geographers call it, ; 46 - 
4. «Meayay, a Kentiſh River, famous for *' 
harbouring the royal Navy. <p} 
| *5. Tweed, on north eaſt bound of Englaxd, on 
whole northerne banks is ſeated the ſtrong and. 
impregnable Town of Barmick. | 
6. Tine, famous for Newcaſtle and her inex. 
hauſtible coal-pits. Thele and the reſt of prin- 
cipal note are thus comprehended in one of Mr. 
Draytons Sonnets. $45.5) 
The flouds queen Thames for ſhips and ſivans is 
And ſtately Severn for her ſhore us prais'd, (crownd 
The Chriſtall Trent for fords and fiſh renownd, 
And Avons fame to Albions chffs i rais'd, Gr 
Carlegion Cheſter wants her holy Dee, + - 
York many wonders of her Oule cantell, 
The Peke her Dove, wheſe banks ſo fertilbe, 
And Kent will ſay her Medway doth excell. 
Cor{woll commenads her Iiis'to the Tame, 
Oar Northern borders boaſt of Tweeds fair Floyd, 
Oxr weſtern parts extoll their Willies fame, 


And the old Lea brags of the Daniſh blond, 


| 
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| E Theſe obſeryations are aut of leartied Do- 
| Qor Heylm, and my old deceaſed friend eMf.. 
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the mud, be draws other ſmaller fiſh cloſe to _ 
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Chae! Draiton ; and becauſe you ſay, you love 
fuch diſcourſes as theſe of fiſh and fþfbing, I love 
you the better, and loye the more to impart 
them to you ; neverthelefle, Scholer, if I ſhould 


_ bur to name the ſeverall forts of ſtrange 
E F 


iſh that are uſually taken in many of theſe ri- 
yers that cun into the Sea, I might beget won- 
der in you, or unbelief, or both ; and yer I will 
yenture to tell you a reall truth concerning one 
lately diile&ted by DoQtor Wharton, a man of 
_ learning and experience, and of equall 

eedom to communicate it, one that loves me 
and my Art, one to whom I haye been behold- 
ing for many of the choiceſt. obſeryations that 
I haye imparted to you, This good man, that 
dares do any thing rather then tell an untruth, 
did (I ſay) tell me he lately diſle&ed one, and 
he thus {:ſcribed it to me. 


. He was almoſt a yard broad, and twice that length ; 


his mouth wide enough to recetve or take into it the 
head of a man, his ſtomach ſeven or eight inches 
broad: he is of a flow motion, and uſually tes or 
lurks cloſe in the mud, and hat a moveatl: ſtring 
on his head about a fun or near wnto 4 p_ 
of ayard long, by the moving of which (which is 
his natural Bait ) when he hes cloſe and anſcen in 
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and then ſucks them into his month and devonrs | 


them. : 


And, Scholer, do not wonder at this, fot be- 
fides the credit of the Relator, you are to 
note, many of theſe, and Fiſhes which are of the 
like and more unuſual ſhapes, are very often ta- 
ken on the mouths of our Sea-rivers, and on the 
Sea-ſhore ; and this will be wo wonder to any 
that have travelled Egypt, where *tis known the 
famous River N3{s does not onely breed Fi- 
ſhes that yet want names, but the over-flowing _ 
of that River by the help of the Suns heat on W 
that fat ſlime which that Riyer leaves on the |! 
Banks, (when it falls back into its natural chan- 
nel) ſtrange Beaſts arealſo bred, that no man 
can give a name to, as _ (in his Sopham) 
and others have obſeryed. 

But whither am I ſtraid in this diſcourfe? FT 
will endit by telling you, thatar the mourh of 
ſome of thets Rivers of ours, Hertings are fo. 
plentiful, as namely near to Yarmwonrh in Nor-. 
folk, and inthe weft Countrie, Pilchers ſo ye- 
ry plentiful, as you will wonder to read what 
our earned Cambden relates of them in his Bri 
tanma, P.x178,186, | 

Well, Scholer, I will ſtop here, and tell yow 
what by reading and: conference I haye obſer- 
ved concerning Fiſh-ponds, 
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| C 

CHAP. XX. ! 

|..." Of Fiſb-ponds, and bow to order them, | 
d 
aA 


Odcor Lebault the learned French man; 
| in his large diſcourſe of 31aſon Ry- ' 

| ſtique, gives this direftion for making 
of Fiſh-ponds, I ſhall refer you to hint y 
| toreadit at large, butT think I ſhall contra it, tl 
' andyet make itas uſcful. | | r 
.. Headviſeth, that when you haye dreined th F 
rone, and made the earth firme where the a 
2ad of the Pond muſt bc, that you mult then b 
inthat place drive in two or three rows of Oak 
or Elme Piles, which ſhould be ſcorcht in the |] ®* 
Fire, .or half burnt before. they be driven into | V 
theearth, {for being thus uſed projerves them 0: 
| much longer from rotting) and having done ſo, | 
lay fagots or Bavins of {maller wood betwixr 
them, and then carth betwixt and above them, or 


and then having firſt yery well-rammed them 

and the earth, another. pile uſcd in like manner al 

as the firſt were : and note that the ſecond pile A 
| is to beofor about the height that. you intend + 

to make your Sluce or floud-gate, | or the yent W 


that you intend ſhall convey the oyerflowings F 
of your Pond in any floud that ſhall endanger 
the breaking of the Pond dam. | | 
Then he adviſes that you plant Willows or 
"IM ET> | + _ Owlers 


deſtroy them, eſpecially the ſpawn of the Carp 
and Tench. | 
He and Dabravins and all others adviſe, that 


you make choiteof ſucha place for your Pond, 


that it may berefreſht with a little rill, or with 
rain water running or falling into it ; by which 
Fiſh are more inclined both to breed, and are- 


alſo refreſht and fed the better, arid do proye to. , 


be of a much {ſweeter and more plcaſant rafſte; 
To which end it is obſeryed, that ſuch Pools 
as be large and haye moſt gravel, and ſhallows 
* where fiſh may {port i do afford Fiſh 
of the pureſt raſte. And note, that in all Pools 
it 1s beſt for Fiſh to haye ſome retiring place, as 
namely hollow banks, or ſhelves, or roots of 
trees to keep them from danger ; and when they 
think ht from the extreme heat of Summer, as 


alſo from the extremity of cold in Winter. 


And note, that if many trees be growing about 
your Pond, the leaves thereof talling into th@ 


water, makes it nautious to the Fiſh, and the 


Fiſh to be fo to the eater of it; 
*Tis noted that the Tench and Eelz loye mud; 
and the Carp loves gravelly ground, and in the 
hot moneths to feed on graſie : You are to 
| R cleanſe. 
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Owlers abour it, or caſt in Bavins in ſome pla.” | 
ces hot far from the fide, and in the moſt f ndy. 
places for Fiſh both to ſpawn upon, and to de- 
tend them and the young Frie from the many-. 


Fiſh, and alſo from Vermin that lie at watch to * 
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"cleanſe your Pond if you intend either profit or 
- * pleaſure, once every three or four Years, (eſpe- 
cially ſome Ponds) and then let them lie dry fix 
or twelye moneths , both to kill the water- 
weeds, as Water-lilles, Candocks, Reate and Bull. 
r4ſhes that breed there ; and alſo that as theſe 
die for want of water, ſo grafſe may grow on 
the Ponds bottom, which Carps will eat gree- 
. dily inall the hot moneths. Thi letting your 
Pond drie and {owing Oats in the bottom is al- 
{o good, for the Fiſh feed the faſter ; and bein 
ſometime let drie you may obſerye what kind 
of Fiſh eicher increaſes or thrives beſt in thar 
water ; for they differ much both in their bree- 
ding andfeeding. - 

. Letautallo adviſes, that if your Ponds be 
not very large and roomy, that you often feed 
your Fiſh by throwing into them chippings of 
Bread, Curds, Grains, or the entrails of Chic- 
kens, or any fowle or beaſt that you kill to feed 
your ſelyes ; for theſe afford Fiſh a great re- 
lief. He faies that Frogs and Ducks | much 


harm, and deyour both the Spawne and the 


young Frie of all Fiſh, eſpecially of the Carp. 
And I have, beſtdes experience, many teſtimo- 
nics of it, But Lebault allows Water-frogs to 
be good meat, eſpecially in ſome Moneths, if 
they be fat : But you areto note, that he is a 
French-man, and we Englſo will hardly believe 
him, theugh we know frogs axe uſually eaten 
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in his Country : however he adviſes to deſtroy 
them and King-fiſhers out of your Ponds; and. ' 
he adviſes, wot to ſuffer much ſhooting at wild. 
fowle,for that (he ſaies) affrighrens,and harms; 
and deltroyes the Fifh. | Dex 

Notezthat Carps and Tench thrive and breed . 
beſt when no other Fiſh is put with them into; 
the ſame Pond ; for all other Fiſh deyour their 
ſpawn, or at leaſt the greateſt part of it. And 
note,thar clods oats thrownec into any Pond 
feed any Oo in Summer ; and that garden 
eatth and parſley thrown into a Pond, recoyers 
and refreſhes the fick fiſh. And note, that when 
you ſtore your pond, you arc to part into it two 
or three Melters for one Spawner, if you put 
them into a breeding Pond : bnt if into a nurſe- 
porid, or feeding pond, in which they will not 
breed, then no care is to be taken, whether there 
be moſt Male or Female Carps. * 

It is obſerved, that the beſt porids to breed 
Carps are thoſe that be ſtonie or ſandy, and are 
warm, and free from wind, and that are nor 
deep, but hayc willow-trees and graffe on their 
{ides, over which the water does ſometimes 
flow : and note, that Carps do more uſually 
breed in marle pits,or pits that haye cleane clay 
bottoms, or innew ponds; or ponds that lie dry 
a winter {eafon, then in old Ponds, that be full 
of mud and weeds, | 'S > 

Well Scholer; I have told you the —— 
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all that either obſervation, or diſcourſe, or a dili- 
gent Survey of Dubravins and Lebault hath told 


| me. Not that they in their long diſcourſes haye 
| not ſaid more, but the moſt of the reſt are ſo 
' common obſeryations, as if a man ſhould tell a 


ood Arithmetirian, that twice two is four. I 
will therefore end this diſcourſe, and we will 
here ſit down and reſt us. 


Pe I EN 


CHAP, XXI. 


| DireHlons for making of 4 Line, and for the 


coulonring of both Rod and Line. 
Pic, V E L L, Scholer, I have held 

V you too long about theſe ca- 

dis, and "96. "8 fiſh, and r:- 

vers,and Fiſh-ponds, and my 

ſpirits are almoſt ſpent, and fo I doubt is your 

patience ; but being we are now almoſt at Tor- 

tenham, where I firſt met you, and where we are 

ro part, I will loſe no time, but give you a little 

dire&tion how to make and 1 4 your Lines, 

and to colour the hair of which you make your 

lines, for that is very needfull to be known of 

an Angler ; and allo how to paint your rod ; e- 

£ ecially your _ for a right grown top is a 
Foice Commodity, and ſhonld be preteryed 

from the water {oaking into it, which makes ir 
| in 
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in wet weather to be heayy, and fiſh ill fayon-- 
redly, and not true, and allo it rots quickly for 
want of painting : and I. think a good top is 
worth preſerving, or I had not — care to 
keep a top above twenty years. 

But firtt for your line. | 

- Firſt note, That youare to take care,that your 
haire be round, and free from galls or ſcabs, or 
frets, for a well-chofen, even, clear, round hair, 
ofa kind of glaſſe-colour, will prove as ſtrong 
as three uneven ſcabby hairs, that are ill choſen, 
and full of galls or uneyenneſs. You ſhall ſel- 
dome find a black hair bur it is round, but maa- 

ny white are flat and uneven ; therefore if you 
oet a lock of right, round, clear, glaſs colour 
hair make much of it. 

And for making your L:ne, oblerye this rule, 
Firſt, let your hair be clean waſht ere you go 
about to twiſt it : and then chuſe not only the 
cleareſt hair for it, but hairs that be of an e- 
quall bignefle, for ſuch do uſually ſtretch all to. 
gether, and not break ſingly one by one, bur all 
together, 

When you haye twiſted your links lay them 
in water fr a quarter of an.-hour, at leaſt, and 
then twiſt them over again before you tie them 
into a Line ; for thoſe that do not ſo ſhall uſu- 
ally find their Lines to have a hair or two 
ſhrink, and be ſhorter then the reſr at the firſt 
fiſhing with it, which is ſo much of the {trength 

R3 


of | 


— > 


pe . g . . 
of the Line loft for want of firſt watering it, 


and then re-twiſting it ; and this is moſt viſible 
in a ſ{eyen-hair line, one which hath alwaycs a 


E- black hayre in the middle. 


And for dying of your hairs do it thus : 

Take a pint of ſtrong. Ale, halfe a pound of 
foot,and a little-quantity of the juice of Walum- 
trec lcaves, and an equal quantity of Allome, 
put theſe together into a pot, or pan, or pipkin, 
and boile them half an hour,and having lo done 
let it cool, and being cold, put your hair into 
it, and there let it lie 3 it will turn your hair to 
bea kind of water or glaſs colour, or greenifh, 
and the longer you let it lye, the deeper colou- 
red it will be ; you might be taught to. make 
mank other colors, but itis to littlepurpoſe ; 
for doubtleſle the water or glaſs-coloured haire 
is the moſt choice and moſt uſeful fer anAng/er; 
bur letit not be too green. ET on | 
' ' But if you dehire to colour haire greener,then 
do it thus : Take a ouart of ſmall Ale, halfe' a 
pound of Allome, then put theſe into a pan or 
pipkin, and your haire into it with them, then 
pur it upon a fire and let it boil foftly for half 
an hour, and then take out your baire, and ler it 
gry, and having fo done, then take a poitle of 
water, and putinto it two handfull of Mary- 
golds, and cover it with a tile, (or what you 


think fit, ) and ſer it againe on the Fire, where 
It is to boile ſoftly for halfan bour,about which 
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time the ſcum will turn yellow, then pur into: 
it halfa pound of Coperas beaten ſmall, and 
with itthe hair that you intend to colour, then _ 
ler the hair be boiled ſoftly till half the liquor 
be waſted, and then let it cool three or four 
hours with your hair init: and you are to ob. 
ſerye, that the more -Copperas you put into it, 
the greener it will 'be, bar doubtleſfle the pale 
preen is beſt: Butrif you defire yellow hair, 
(which is onely good when the weeds rot) then 
put in the more Aary-golds, and abate moſt of 
the Copperas, or leave it our, and take a little 
Verdigreece inſtead of it. 

This for colouring your hair. And as for 
painting your Rod, which mult be in Oil, you 
muſt firſt rake a ſize with glue and water, boi-. 
led together, untill the glue be difſolyed, and 
the fize of a;Lie-colonr ; then ſtrike your 11ze 
upon the wood with a Briſtle, or a Bruſk or 
Penfil, whilftlt is hot : that being quite dry, 
take white Lead, and a little red Lead, anda 
little cole-black, ſo much as all together will 
make an aſh-colour ; grind theſe all rogether 
with Linſted oile, let it be thick, and lay it 
thin upori the wood with a Bruſh or Penſi], this 
do for the ground of any colour to lie upon. + 
wood, | 

| For a Green. | 
Take Pink and Verdigreece, and grind them 
togerher in Linſeed-oile, as thick as you can y | 
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well grind it, then lay it ſmoothly on with 
your Bruſh, and drive it thin, once doing for 
the moſt part will ſerve, if you lay it well, and 
be ſure your firſt colour be throughly dry be- 
' fore you lay on a ſecond, 

Well, Scholer, you now ſee Tottenham, and I 
am weary ,and therefore glad that we are ſo near 
it: and ifI were to walk many more dates with 
you, I could ſtil] be telling you more and more 
of the myſterious Art of Angling : But I will 
hope for another opportunitie, and then I will 
acquaint you with many more , both neceflary 
=. true obſeryations concerning fiſh and fiſh- 
ing : but now no more, let's turn into yonder 
Arbour, for itis a clean and cool place, 
 Penat. *Tis a fair motion, endI will requite 
a part of your courteſies with a botrle of Sack , 
Milk, Oranges and Sagar , which all put toge- 
ther,make a Irink like Nefar, indeed too good 
for any body but us Anglers : and ſo Matter , 
here is a full glaſſe to you of that liquor, and 
when you have pledged me, I will repeat the 
Verſes which I promiſed you ; it is a Copy 

rinted amongſt Sir Henry Wottons Verſes, and 
doubtlefſe made cither by him, or by a loyer of 
Angling : Come Maſter, now drink a glaſſe to 
me, and then I will pledge you, and fall to my 
repetition ; it is a deſcription of ſuch Country- 
Recreations as I have enjoyed fince I had the hap- 
- Pinefle ta fall into your companis, | 


Duwering fears, heari-tearing cares, 
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 eAbuſed Mortals, did you know 
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eAnxiou lighs, untmely tears, 

Flee, flye to Courts, 

Flye to fond worldlings Sports, 
Where ſtrain'd Sardomck_ ſmiles are gloſmg flilt, 
And grief is forc'dto laugh apainſt her will, 

Where mirth's but mummery, 

And ſorrows onely real ve. 


Flye from our Conntrey-paltimes, flye, 
Sad troops of humane miſery, 
(come ſerene looks, 
Clear as the chriſtal Brooks, 
Or the pure car's heaven that ſmiles to ſee 
The rich attendauce on NY - 
Peace and a ſecure mia, 


' Which all men ſeck, we onely find. 


Where joy, hearts-eale and comforts orow, 

You d ſcorne proud Towers, 

And ſeek themin theſe Bowers, (ſnake, 
Where winds ſometimes our woods perhaps may 
But bluſtring care could never tempeſt make, 

Nor murmurs ere come mg 45, 


Saving of formiains that glide by #5, 


Here's no fantaſtick M1 45k nor Dance, 
But of our Kaas that frish and prance ; 
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A No watrs are feen, 
-  Unleſſe upon the green 


Two harmleſſe Larabs are batting one the other, 


And wounds are never found, 
' Save what the plongh-ſhare grues the ground. 


Here are no entrappmg baits 

To haſten too too haſty fates, 

Unleſſe it be 

The fond credulity 

Of fill; fiſh, which ( worldling-like ) ſtill look 
Upon the bait, but never on the hook : 

Nor envy, *nleſſe among 


The bifas for price of their ſweet ſong. 


Go, let the dving Negro ſeek. 

For gems hid in ſome forlorne creek : 

We all pearls ſcorne, | 

Save what the dewy morne | 

Congeals wpon each little Spire of graſſe, 

ne ca ie Juptorle goof they paſſe : 
And gold ne're here appears, 

Save what the yellow Ceres bears. 


Bleſt filent groves, 0h may you be 
For ever wrths beft nurſery : 
May pare contemts 

For ever puch ther tents 


Which done, both bleating, run each to his mothey. 
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(mountains, | 

Upon theſe downs, theſe meads, theſe rocks, theſs | 
.And Peace ſtill ſlumber by theſe purling foumams 3 - | 
Which we may every year |; 

e Meet when we come a fiſhing here, 


_ Piſc. Truſt me (Scholer) I thank you hear. 
tily for theſe Verſes,they be choicely good,and 
doubtleſs made by a lover of Angling: Come, 
now, drink a glaſs to me, and I will requite you 
with a very good Copiec of Verſes: it is a Fare- 
well to the yanities of the World , and ſome lay 
written by Sir Harry Wotton, who I told you 
was an excellent Angler. Butler them he writ 
by whom they will, he that writ them had a 
brave ſoul, and muſt needs be pofleft with hap. 
Py thoughts at the time of their compoſure $ 


Farewell ye gulded folltes, pleaſms troubles ; 

Farewell ye honour d rags, ye glorious bubbles : 

Fame's but a hollow eccho, Gola prere Clay ; 

Honoar the darling bat of one fhort 629. 

Beauty (th' eyes idol) but a damask d 5kin 3 

State but a golden priſon, to live im, 

eAnd torture ſree-born minas : 1broyared Trams 

Meerly but pageants for proud ſwellmg ves : 

e And Blood ally'd 10 Greatueſſe is alone 

Inherited, not purchas a, nor 0#r own. (Birth 
Fame, Honour, Beawiy, Stoie, Train, Blood and 
Are bt the fading Bloſſoms of the earth, 
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1 would be great,but that the Sun doth ſtill 


 Levellhis rayes againſt the rifing hull : 


7 would be high, but ſee the proudeſt Oak. 
Loft ſubjett to the rending Thunder-ſtroak : 
1 wowld be rich, but ſee men (too unkind) 
Dig in the bowels of the richeſt mind : 

1 woal be wile, but that I often ſee 

The Fox ſusþetted, whileſt the Aſs goes free : 
1 would be fair, bat ſee the fair and proud 

( Like the bright Sun) oft ſetting in a cloud. 
1 would be poor, but know the , Ano graſſe 
Still trampled on by each unworthy Aﬀſe : 
Rich, hated : wile ſuſpebted : ſcorn'd if poor : 


Great, feard : fair, tempted: lrigh ſtill envy d more: 


. 1 have wiſh'd all ; but now 1 wiſh for nether ; 
Great,bigh,rich,wile, nor fair ; poor 1le be ra- 
ther. 
Wold the world now adopt me for her heir, 
Wold Beamties een entitle me the Fair, 
Fame ſpeak me Fortnmmes Minion : could ] vie 
Angels wil India, with 4 4 eye 
(ommad bare heads,vow'd knees, ſtrike Faſtice dumb 
As well as blind and lame, or give avongue 
To ſtones by Epitaphs : be call'd great Maſter 
In the looſe Rhimes of every Poetaſter : 
Conld 1 be more then any man that lives, 
Great, fair, rich, wiſe in all Superlatrves : 
Tet 1 more freely would theſe gifts reſign, 
Then ever Fortune would have made them mine » 
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And hold one minnte of this holy leaſare. 
Beyond the riches of this empty pleaſure, 
Welcome pure thowzhts, welcome ye fulent Groves, 
Theſe gueſts, theſe courts my ſoul moſt dearly loves : 
Now the wing d people of the skze (hall ſing 
eMy cheerfull Anthems to the gladſom Pring : 
A Pray'r-Book now ſhall be my beling-olef 
71 which 1 will adore ſweet Vertwe's face. 
Here dwell no hateful looks, no Palace cares, 
No broken Vows dwell here, nor pale-tac'd Fears : 
Then here Il ſit and ſigh my hot loves folly, 
eAnd learn t' affett an holy melancholy, 

And if (ontentment be a ſtranger then, 

Finer look for ut, but in heaven agen. 


V.nat. Well Maſter, theſe 'Verſes be worthy 
to keep a room in eyery mans memory, I 
thank you for them ; and I thank you for your 
many inſtructions, which (God willing )I will 
not forget : andas St. Auſtin his Confeſſions. 
(book 4.. chap.3.) commemorates the kindneſs. 
of his friend Yerecundys, for lending him and 
his companion a Comntry-houſe, becauſe there 
they reſted themſelyes from the troubles of the 
world; ſol having had the like adyantage, both 
by your converlation, and the Art you have 
taught me, ought eyer to do the like : for in- 
deed ' your company and diſcourſe haye beene 
{o uleſul and p ts, that I may truly fay 
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have only lzved ſince 1 enjoyed them,and turned An. 
| © 'ferand not before. Neverthelefle, here I muſt 
| part with you, here in this now {ad place where 

{ I was ſo happy as Firſt to meet you : Bu: I ſhall 
long for the ninth of May, for then I hope a- 
eain to enjoy your beloved companie at the ap- 
ointed time and place. And now I wiſh for 
Fime ſomniferous potion, that might force me 
to ſleep away the intermitced time, which will 
. paſſe away with me as tediouſly, as it does with 
 _  mewin ſorrow ; neyertheleſle I will make it as 
| ſhort as I can by my hopes and wiſhes, And my 
good Maſter, I will not forget the dodtrine 
which you told me Socrates taught his ſcholers, 
That they ſhould not think' to be honoured ſv much for 
being Philoſophers, as to honour Philoſophie by 
their vertuors lives, You adviſed me to thelike 
i Angling, andI will endeayour to 
doſo, and to live like thoſe many worthy men 
of which you made mention in the former part 
of your diſcourſe. This is my firme reſojution, 
and as a pious man adviſed his friend, That to be- 
ger Mortification he ſnowld frequent Churches, 
and viewMonuments, and Charnel-houſes, and 
then and there conſider, how many dead bones time 
had pild up gt the gates of death, So when 1 would 
et content, and increaſe confidence in the 
Power, andfwiſdom, and Providence of- Almigh- 
7 God, I will walk the Meadowes by fome pli- ' 
ing ſtream, and there comteniplate the Zi/lies 
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that take no care, and thoſe yery many yarious | 
little living creat#res that are not only created, - 
but fed (man knowes not how) by the good... 
nefſe of the God of Nature. This is my pur- 
poſe, and ſo, Let every thing that hath breath praiſe 
the Lord. And let the bleſſing of St. Peters Ma- 
ſter be with mine. 

Piſc. And upon all that are loyers of Yer:ge, 
and all that love to be quiet, and go a fiſning. 


Study to be queet, 1 Theſ,4.1x, 
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Touching the - 
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My 7 good Friend, 
—— === Cann but tender my particular 
Bil thanks to you, foz that you have 
ben pleaſed by thare Chitions of 


I diſpence your dear-bought Tx-- 
cestoall the lovers of that 


Art ; and have thereby ſoexcellently vindicated 
| HeLegnlit thereof, as to Divine Appaobation ,” 


J, 3 pour Complete Angler, fc&ly to ' 


* The Lawesof Angline. 


| py” about to ſay moze in that bes 
| f, it ined were to light & Candle ta the 
; But ſince all pleaſures (though never ſo 
innocent in themſelves) loſe that famp, when 
they are either purſued with ing2dinate affecti- 
| ons, o2to ths pzejudice of another ; therefaze as 
to the fozmer, every man ought to endeavour, 
th2ough a (erious conſideration of the vanity of 
wozldly contentments, to moderate-his afeci- 
ons thereunto, whereby they may be made of 
excellentuſe , as ſome poyſans allayed are in 
Phyſtck : And as to the later, we are to have 
recourſe to the known Laws, ignozance where- 
cf excuſeth no man, and by their directions ſo 
ſquare our actions, that we hurt no man, but 
keep cloſe tg that golvgn Kulg, To do to all 
men, as we would ourfelves be done unto. 
Now concerning che Arr of Angling, we 
may conclude, Dir, that as yqu have paoved it 
to he of great Antiquity, ſo Yfind it favoured by 
the Laws of this kingdom ; fo2 where pzoviſton 
is made by our Statutes primo Elizab.cap 
againft taking Fiſh by Nets that be not of Cach 
and fuch a ſize there ſet down, vet thoſe Law- 
makers had (o much reſyed. ta Anglers, as to 
except them, and leave them a liberty to catch 
as big as they could, andas little as they wantd 
catch, And yet though this Recrea- 
tion be ſimply in it ſelf lawful, yet no man can 
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| go upon another mans ground ts fith, withoot 


The Lawes of Angling: 
| hislicenſe, but that he is a-Treſpaſſer ; but ifa 
- man have licenſe to enter into a Cloſg 02 
Gzound foz ſuch a ſpace of time, there , though |. 
he paactiſs Angling. all that time, hz is not a 
 Treſpaſſer, becauſe his Fiſhingis no abuſe of 
bis licenſe : but thisis tobe underſfood of Kun 
ning Dfreams, and not af Ponds or ſfanding 
Vols ; fozin caſe of a Pond oz ſtanding Pol , 
the Dwner thereof hath a pzoperty in the fiſh, 
and thep are (o far ſaid to be his, that he may 
have Treſpalle fo2 the fiſh againſt any one that 
ſhall take them without his licenſe, though it be 
upon 'a Common, 92 adjopning to the Kings 
Vigh-way, oz adjopning. to another mans 
ground, who gives licenſe : But in caſe of a Ri- 
ver, where one oz moze have libera piſcaria, on- 
ly, it is otherwiſe , fo2 there the fiſhes are ſaid 
to be fer naturz, and the taking of them with 
an Angle is not Treſpaſſe, fo2 that no man 1s 
ſaid to have a pzoperty in them till he have 
caught them, and then it is a treſpaſſe fo2any to 
take them from him : But this is not to-be un- 
derſf@d of fiſhes confined to a mans own ground 
by grates 02 otherwiſe, ſo that they cannot paſſe 
away, but may be taken out oz put in at plea- 
ſure, foz in that caſe the party hath a pzoperty in 
them, as in the caſe ofa Fanding Pol, _ 
\5at where any one hath (epera{is piſcaria, as 
in Child and Greenhills Caſe in ,.. 0... 
-Trin, 15. Car, 1. in the Kings _ | 
F644 —_— Bench, | 
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_ from all this may be d21\n this ſhozt con- 


"The Lawes of Angling. 


| "Bench, there it ſeemeth that the fiſh maybe ſai | 
to be his, becauſe no man elſe may take them 


- while they ace within his ſeverall- fiſhing ; 


therefo2z what is meant by a ſeverall fiſhing is 


_ necefſa:y to be conſidered : and thoagh the dif- 


ference bet:veen a Free fiſhing and a Deverall 
fiſhing be often treated of in the ancient boks of 
the Law, and ſome Dpintons will have the dif- 
ference to bz great, and others ſmall oz nothing 
atall : vet the certaineſf definition of a ſeveral 
fiſh.ngis, where one hath the Koyalty, and ow- 
£th the around on each ſide of the water : wvhich 
© ppg agceeth with Sir Willian Cal- 
""&%  thropps Caſe, wherean Action 
Paſc.13.E.4.4 Was bzought by him againſt ano- 
ther fo2 fiſhing in his ſeveral fiihing,xc, to which 
the Defendant pleaded, That the ptace where- 
in the Treſpaſſe was ſuppoſed to be done, con- 
tained ten Perches of Land in length, and 
twenty Perches in bzeadth , which was his 
own Free-hol» at the time when the Treſpaſſe 
was ſuppoſed to be done, and that he fiſhed there 
as was lawfull fozhim todo +: and this was 
adfudged a cod Plea by the whole Court , and 
tpon argumeut in that very Caſe4t was aaree>, 
Zhatno man could have a ſeveral fiſhing but in 
his.awn ſopl, and that free fiſhing may be in the 
fopl of another man, which was all agreed unto 
by.Licclecon our famous Engliſh Lawyer, ®o 


cluſion, 
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The Lawes of Angling. - 


[ tluſion, That if the Angler take care that he of” 
; fend nct with his feet, there is no great dangec 


of Hi chands, 

L5ut the'g arg ſome covetous rigid perſons, 
whoſe ſouls hold no ſpmpathy with thoſe of the 
innocent Anglers, having either got to be Lo2vg 
of Royalties, o2 owners of Lands adjopning to 


Rivers, do, by ſome apted clowniſh natare and. 
education fo2 the purpo'e, inſult and domineer 
over the innocent Analer, beating him, b2eak-. 
ing his Kod, 92 at leaf taking it from him, and 
. | fometimes imyaiſoning his perion,as ifhe were 


a Felon : Whereas a tcue-32d Gentleman 


ſcoans thoſe Dpider-like attempts, and will ra- - 


ther refreſh a civil tranger at his Zable, than 
warn him from comingon his ground upon ſo 


innocent an occaſion, It would therefo2e bg con-' 


ſidered how far ſuch furious daivers arewarrcans 
ted by the Law, and what the Angler may (in 
caſe of ſuch violence) do in defence of himſelf ; 
Jf 1 come upon another mans g:ound without 
his licenſe, o2 the licenſeof the Law, J am a 
Treſpaſſer, fo2 which the owner may have an 
Action of Treſpaſſe againſt me, and if J conti- 
nue there aſter warning todepart by the ewaer, 
02 his ſervant thereunto anthozifed, thy ow 1oc 
02 his ſervant by his command, may put me 8 £ 
by fo2ce, but not beat me,but in caſe of reli*ance 
by me, fo2 then :J (by reſiſting) make the a - 


ſault ; but if he beat me, 3not ceſiTing, | 1- that. | 
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The Lawes of Angling. 
ca'e he makes the afſaulf, and J may beat him | 
in defence of my felf, and to fcee my ſelf from 
his violence : and in caſe I ſhall leavs miy Rov 
behind in His ground, he may take it damage 
feaſant, but he can neither take it from my pec- 
fon by fo2ce , no2bzeak if, but he is a Treſpaſ- - 
ſer to me ; TUhich ſeems clear by the caſe of 
Reynell and Champernoon, where 
Reynell bzsught an Action of Treſ- 
paſſe againſt Champernoon fo2 taking and cut- 
ting his Nets, the Defendant juTifted fo2 that 
he was ſeiſed in fee of a ſeveral fiſhing, and that 
the Plaintiff with others endeavoured to rowe - 
upon his water, and with the Nets to catch his 
fiſh, and that fo2 the ſafe-cuard of h's fiſhing he 
tok and cat the Nets and Dars ; to which plea 
' the Plaintifdemurred ; and there it was ad- 
| _ ſfudged bythe whole Conrt, that he could not by 
|  fCuch colour cut the Nets and Dars, and judg- 
ment was therenpon given fo2 the Plaintiff. 

*Doubtleſſe our Foze-fathers wzll conſidered , 
that man to man was a wolf, and therefoze 
made god Laws to keep us from devouring one 
another, and amonglt the ref a very god Sta- 

tute was made in the thx and foztieth year of 
Nucen Elizabeth, whereby it is p2ovived, that 
in perſonal Actions in the Conrts at Weſtmin- 
ſter, (being not foz Land oz Battery) when it 
Hall appear to the Judges, (and be-fo by them 
ſanifſed) that the debt 02 damages to be _ 
F "9 "© vered 
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The Lawes of Angling. 


[ bvered arent net'to the turns of foaty thiliags "if 
o2 above, the ſaid Judges ſhall award to the 

Plaintiff no moze colts than damages, but leſle 
at their diſcretion, 

Andnow with my acknowledgment of the 
advantage I have had both by your friendſhip 
and pour bok, J wiſh nothing that loks like an 
alteration in the firſt, no2 any thing in the laff, 
but that, by reaſon of the uſeful pleaſure of it , 
pon had called it The Arcadia of Angling , foz it 
deſerves that Title, and J would deſerve the 
continuance of your Friendſhip. 
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x firſt in the generation: 18, chindeeinas all the 

other an in the caulc of all fruntfulnels, ibid. 
| $8 | 226 


ſhipping for Bleahs. To 10 0 OPAL ST ' © 
Hi | Fs ry | 230 
; Worms fir for bairs... # | 


"x \ Py 
'F- 2 Fe - 
Wa, & $4 3 " 


| ; $= en” get In ; > : . % & 
—_— KO ws Ot wg G2 aa ant ama nib Ad ASS a> 'i--% * ae b 2 A # - : , = 


